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Nature Conservation Assessment for Coastal Access
Proposals betweerCalshot and Gosport

About this document

This document should be read in conjunction with the published Reports for the Calshot to Gosport
Stretch and the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).

The Coastal Access Reports contain a full description of the access proposals, including any
additional mitigation measures that have been included. These Reports can be viewed here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-coast-path-from-calshot-to-gosport-comment-
on-proposals

An HRA is required for European sites (SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites). The HRA is published
alongside the Coastal Access Reports.

This document, the Nature Conservation Assessment (NCA), covers all other aspects (including
SSSis, MCZs and undesignated but locally important sites and features) in so far as any HRA
does not already address the issue for the sites and feature(s) in question.

The NCA is arranged site by site. Map A shows designated sites along this stretch of coast.

See Annex 1 for an index to designated sites and features for this stretch of coast, including
features that have been considered within any HRA.
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Introduction

This stretch begins on Calshot Spit along a permissive footpath heading northwest towards the
decommissioned Fawley power station with an optional alternative route available in case of
waterlogging along the main path. The alignment continues to Ashlett before turning landwards
around the Fawley oil refinery then along Shore Road into Hythe. Path users can ride the Hythe
ferry to Southampton Town Quay.

The route aligns eastwards through Southampton across the landmark Itchen Bridge and then
through Woolston, Netley and the Royal Victoria Country Park. It continues to the village of
Hamble, a popular yachting location, where a short ferry ride is taken on the Hamble-Warsash
Ferry (aka t lacrossdhe RimekHafmlder r y 6 )

The route aligns close to the shore through the Hook-with-Warsash Local Nature Reserve and
landwards around the Solent Breezes Holiday Village. At Hill Head the path aligns along Hill Head
Road before re-joining the coastal promenade to Monks Hill Car Park. The Fareham Borough
Council boundary marks the end of this stretch.

The stretch is divided into three lengths:

A Length One: Calshot to Itchen bridge
A Length Two: Itchen bridge to Hamble-Warsash Ferry (Pink Ferry)
A

Length Three: Hamble-Warsash Ferry (Pink Ferry) to Fareham/Gosport Borough Council
boundary

The Dibden Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is located on the west bank of
Southampton water. It is not included within this report because the alignment does not pass near
to this site and instead the Hythe Ferry will transport walkers across the Southampton Water
Southwards of this SSSI. The alignment is closest at the Hythe Ferry Terminal, approximately
650m away. Urban developments including the Hythe Marina Village lie between the alignment
and this SSSI and therefore we do not consider that the path will impact this SSSI in any way.

The Titchfield Haven SSSI is present towards the east end of this stretch, wholly landwards of the
alignment along CIiff Road. This road is relatively busy with a pavement for walkers, the Titchfield
Haven visitor centre with tea rooms, Hill Head Sailing Club and car park. Due to the nature of this
location we do not consider that the alignment of the coast path will impact the Titchfield Haven
SSSI.
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Assessment of coastal access proposals on:

Hythe to Calshot Marshes SSSI

Is this site also part of a European site?

Yes, the Solent and Southampton Water SPA, Solent & Southampton Water Ramsar, and Solent
Maritime SAC

Note that notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifying features of the European sites are
omitted from this assessment:

Notified Features for the Hythe To Calshot Marshes SSSI assessed with the
HRA

Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Black-tailed Godwit, Limosa limosa islandica
Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Brent Goose (Dark-bellied), Branta bernicla bernicla
Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Ringed Plover, Charadrius hiaticula

Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Teal, Anas crecca

Sheltered muddy shores (including estuarine muds)

Table 1: Notified features for the Hythe to Calshot Marshes SSSI that are omitted from
consideration within this document.

Non-breeding black-tailed godwit, Brent goose, and teal are assessed as individual features within
the HRA. Assemblages of non-breeding waterbirds are assessed, the main components of which
are black-tailed godwit, ringed plover, teal and dark-bellied Brent goose.

6Sheltered muddy shores (including estuarine muds
habitat feature group of the HRA.
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Notified Features for the Hythe to Calshot Marshes SSSI to be assessed
Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Dunlin, Calidris alpina alpina

Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Grey Plover, Pluvialis squatarola

Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Redshank, Tringa totanus

Aggregations of non-breeding birds - Wigeon, Anas penelope

SM13a - Puccinellia maritima saltmarsh, Puccinellia maritima dominant sub-community
SM16a - Festuca rubra saltmarsh Puccinellia maritima sub-community

SM6 - Spartina anglica saltmarsh

SM8 - Annual Salicornia saltmarsh

SM9 - Suaeda maritima saltmarsh

Table 2: Notified features for the Hythe to Calshot Marshes SSSI to be assessed

The five saltmarshfeatur e s above may dadtlalwiwentilnarnd eh aohthet at 6 f
HRA. However a conservative approach has been adopted and these features are assessed within
this document.

Current situation

This SSSI is within seaward coastal margin of the proposed path alignment which is along
permissive paths and rights of way that are very popular with walkers and dog walkers. The
proximity to the visitor facilities at Calshot Spit and the pub at Ashlett are attractors to this stretch of
coast.

As this SSSI is predominantly a marsh habitat the levels of current access by walkers is very low.
Dogs may be able to cross parts of this area on foot at low tide. During site visits dogs have been
seen swimming in this area. Part of this SSSI is overlain by the Calshot Marshes Local Nature
Reserve (LNR) upon which dogs are not permitted although there is no apparent signage on the
ground to reinforce this.

The proposed Coast Path is aligned inland of the Fawley Refinery before returning seawards
towards Hythe. The route is aligned on a pavement on the inland side of Shore Road, which during
site visits was seen to be well used by walkers and dog-walkers.
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Part of the SSSI is overlain by the Hythe Spartina Marshes Nature Reserve and a small sign
advises walkers of this fact. This sign is located seawards of Shore Road near the level crossing. A
log has been placed across an informal walked path towards the water to discourage access.

The proposed Coastal Path continues along Shore Road into Hythe and the Hythe Ferry Terminal.
Hythe is a busy urban area with sea walls preventing access to the water in many places.

The current condition of the Hythe to Calshot MarshesSSSI1 i s Oumfezwooeramlgd
of the six units assessed as such by Natural England in 2018, covering 529ha. A dighbcondition
threat risk is noted as the habitat is affected significantly by sea level rise and ‘coastal squeeze'.
ABirds numbers, as with el sewhere in the wider
The issue is under investigation through the Solent Bird Disturbance Proje c tpr@vio(s 2010

condition assessment).

The Calshot Marshes LNR unit (63ha)i s assessed
condition threat level as a result of coastal squeeze.

asiodcmfaaagedr avlh It é

Risk analysis

Risk

Aggregations of non-
breeding birds - Dunlin,
Calidris alpina alpina

Aggregations of non-
breeding birds - Grey
Plover, Pluvialis
squatarola

Aggregations of non-
breeding birds -
Redshank, Tringa
totanus

Aggregations of non-
breeding birds - Wigeon,
Anas penelope

Consideration

Disturbance to foraging or resting
non-breeding water birds,
following changes to recreational
activity, leads to reduced fitness
and reduction in population and/or
contraction in the distribution of
gualifying features within the site.

Consideration

At the start of the route,
adjacent to Tom Tiddlers
field, the Coast Path will be
aligned as far inland as
possible in order to prevent
inundation from the incoming
tide, however, especially
during the winter, the entire
area will frequently flood and
provide difficult terrain for
users. An Optional
Alternative Route north of
Tom Ti ddIwdlavwid
this flooded area.

Access provisions along the
majority of this SSSI will be
unchanged as a result of the
promotion of the coast path.
No new coastal access will
be proposed due to a Section
25A restriction on the mudflat
and saltmarsh.
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Risk

SM13a - Puccinellia
maritima saltmarsh,
Puccinellia maritima
dominant sub-community

Consideration

Would be vulnerable where the
coast path created or improved
access to these habitat areas.

Section 25A restrictions will

Consideration

No appreciable effect
because the features section
25A restrictions will cover all
features present within the

intertidal areas of coastal

prevent access to sensitive areas .
margin.

within intertidal areas within the
coastal margin.

SM16a - Festuca rubra
saltmarsh Puccinellia
maritima sub-community

The identified condition threat
is due to coastal squeeze
which are not relevant to the

SM6 - Spartina anglica U [ SRl

saltmarsh

SMS8 - Annual Salicornia
saltmarsh

SM9 - Suaeda maritima
saltmarsh

Table 3: Risk analysis table for the Hythe to Calshot Marshes SSSI
Establishment works
Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works?

Yes. Two Coast Path waymarkers to be placed at decision points along the well-walked path north
of the Fawley Power Station and south of Ashlett.

Where necessary, the access authorities will instigate the SSSI assent process by writing to us to
confirm the timing of works and how operations to be undertaken in line with these conditions.
Natural England will provide further advice as necessary.

As detailed in the HRA, three interpretation panels are proposed along this part of the stretch
although these will be located adjacent to and not on designated land. The panels will be located at
the start of the stretch, at the joining point between the optional alternative route and the main
route, and at the entrance to the open access land at Ashlett.
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North Solent SSSI Units 15 and 35
Is this site also part of a European site?
Yes, the Solent and Southampton Water SPA, Solent & Southampton Water Ramsar.

The North Solent SSSI covers a large area (1,186ha) mostly westwards of this stretch and has
been assessed as part of the adjacent England Coast Path stretch from Highcliffe to Calshot.

This report considers reportable features of units of relevance this stretch, namely SSSI units 15
and 35. These lie partially within coastal margin at the start of this stretch as indicated in figure 1.

Key

Coastal Margin associated with CCG Stretch =

i, & . Calsho!

Indicative (proposed) CCG stretch alignment i Castle

P
D North Solent SSSI Unit 15
D North Solent SS51 Unit 35

“\Galshot |
CCG Coastal Margin within North Solent SSSI |\, s

\ Activities |
\ Centre

g %4/
v
7 o SN A s

Figure 1. Map outlining in red the extent of the North Solent SSSI which falls within the coastal
margin for the Calshot to Gosport stretch.
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Some features of this SSSI are not reportable for units 15 or 35 and therefore have not been
considered within this assessment. For a full list of notified features for this SSSI please see Annex
2.

The following notified features of this SSSI are reportable features for units 15 and 35 and
therefore will be assessed in relation to this stretch:

Unit and Reportable Feature Notified SSSI Feature Assessed in HRA

Unit 15- Littoral sediment Sheltered muddy shores Yes
(including estuarine muds)

Unit 35- EC - Quaternary of South EC - Quaternary of South Central No

Central England England
Unit 35- Coastal vegetated SD1 - Rumex crispus - Glaucium  No
shingle (SD1-3) flavum shingle community

SD2 - Cakile maritima-Honkenya  No
peploides strandline community

SD3 - Matricaria maritima - No

Galium aparine strandline
community

Table 4: Reportable and notified features for the North Solent units 15 and 35

Ther eportable featurendtliftfitedafeatdi medsldelatner ed m
estuari nmeamswdess)seed i n the HRA woasthliwet It dred flealiutr @t @
Please refer to the HRA for further information about this feature. They will not be assessed further

within this report.

Therefore the following features are assessed within this report:
Notified Features for the North Solent SSSI Units 15 and 35 to be assessed
EC - Quaternary of South Central England
SD1 - Rumex crispus - Glaucium flavum shingle community
SD2 - Cakile maritima-Honkenya peploides strandline community

SD3 - Matricaria maritima - Galium aparine strandline community

Table 5: Notified features to be assessed for the North Solent units 15 and 35
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Current situation

Calshot spit is well accessed and heavily used for recreation. At the end of the spit are the Calshot
Activities centre which offers water sports instruction and facilities including an indoor climbing
wall, dry ski slope and velodrome. It has its own large car park and visitor facilities including a café.
In addition the National Coastwatch Institution Tower (NCI), RNLI, Calshot Castle and boat storage
facilities all attract traffic along Jack Maynard road to the far end of the spit.

Along the spit itself are public car parks, beach huts, a sailing club and public facilities which
contri bute t o tyhsasdayarip and @adkingpdegtinatiom It is within driving distance
of Southampton and the New Forest, for example on

Unit35i s a O6vegetat edomnaastnés umiptorwhaibdhe f eaglaur es 06 c
(SD1-3) 6 and 0 Quat e rumdorthe eagtefdi¢ belgng)dhe Cdlshot Activities Centre

and other buildings upon shingle. A site visit showed evidence that this area is well walked upon,

likely in part due to the uninterrupted sea views offered to walkers visiting the end of the spit. A low

wooden barrier present above the high tide mark offers some shelter for vegetation including sea

beet, which also grows immediately nest to the buildings. However the main shingle path is free of
vegetation. The current condition assessment of thisunitis6 f avour abl e6 with a o6hi
this status (2008 condition assessment). This threat is due to land management practices with a

lack of grazing and scrub management on the unit. However unit 35 is split into multiple parts with

the majority located to the west at Lepe country park. Remediation plans for the scrub

management reference the watercourse at Lepe named Dark water indicating that this condition

threat may be less applicable to Calshot.

UnitlS5isan O6open coasté unit and contains isansandor al s e
and shingle (subangular loose flint gravel) which is partially submerged at high tide. The Calshot

Sailing Club slipway lies within this Unit and site visits indicated that this land is regularly used by

dog walkers and visitors to the coast. Its current condition assessmentisé unf av erugcaddv er i ng
with no identified condition threats (2010 condition assessment).
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Risk analysis

Feature (or group of features)

Consideration

Conclusion

EC - Quaternary of South
Central England (unit 35)

Cliffs and associated
geological features have good
resistance to most levels of
recreational access.

These features are not
likely to be impacted by the
England Coast Path
proposals.

SD1 - Rumex crispus -
Glaucium flavum shingle
community

Coastal vegetation is sensitive
to trampling, as evidenced by
the lack of vegetation within
the walked shingle path of unit
35.

Due to the level of existing
use at the site we do not
consider that formalising
access rights here will have
any significant additional
effect on this feature.

SD2 - Cakile maritima-
Honkenya peploides
strandline community

Coastal vegetation is sensitive
to trampling, as evidenced by
the lack of vegetation within
the walked shingle path of unit
35.

Due to the level of existing
use at the site we do not
consider that formalising
access rights here will have
any significant additional
effect on this feature.

SD3 - Matricaria maritima -
Galium aparine strandline
community (unit 35)

Coastal vegetation is sensitive
to trampling, as evidenced by
the lack of vegetation within
the walked shingle path of unit
35.

Due to the level of existing
use at the site we do not
consider that formalising
access rights here will have
any significant additional
effect on this feature.

Table 6: Risk analysis table for the North Solent SSSSI units 15 and 35

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works?

No. Units 15 and 35 are in coastal margin with no proposed works with no proposed infrastructure.

In conclusion, there is existing access along Calshot Spit and across both units 15 and 35, with
well walked paths above the high tide mark. The intertidal is regularly walked upon when not
submerged. Due to the nature of existing access at the site, establishment of the coastal margin
will not have an appreciable effect on these units of the SSSI and these are ruled out of further
consideration.
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New Forest SSSI Units 181, 182 and 183

Is this site also part of a European site? No

The New Forest SSSI covers a large area (28,925ha) mostly westwards of this stretch which has
been assessed as part of the adjacent England Coast Path stretch from Highcliffe to Calshot.

Within this report we have considered the reportable features of units in the vicinity of this stretch,
namely parts of units 181,182 and 183 (Holbury Mire). These lie seawards of the path alignment
and within coastal margin near Hardley as show in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Units of the New Forest SSSI within coastal margin.

Some features of the SSSI are not reportable for units 181 to 183 and therefore have not been
considered within this assessment. For a full list of notified features please see Annex 2.

The following notified features are present as reportable features within units 181 to 183, of which
none are assessed in the HRA. These features will be assessed further within this document:
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