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Annex: Changes to Schools, pupils and their characteristics accompanying tables
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Department will publish the January 2019 update to this release at the end of June. As part of DfE’s plans to improve the coherence of our statistics and further modernise our approach to dissemination, the tables produce alongside this release have been reviewed following the principle that standalone excel tables should be produced for our highest profile breakdowns, backed up with downloadable underlying data files containing more detailed breakdowns.  
As such, we intend to discontinue the tables outlined below but ensure that the data they contain is readily available in the underlying data. To improve the underlying data we will expand it to include national, regional and LA level information on top of the current school level data and provide enhanced guidance for users on how to access and filter the files using excel.  We will upload a blank version of the new underlying data files by 31 May to aid users in making quick use of them when the data is published.     
Summary of changes
The following tables will be discontinued: 	
Tables 1d and Table 1e Pupil numbers by national curriculum year group. 
Table 2cd Number of schools and pupils by status and religious character. This will be replaced by a table that provides religious character, status (community, voluntary aided, etc.) and admissions policy.
Table 3c Number of pupils by Free School Meals (FSM) eligibility and academy type. Table 2b that provides the number of schools and pupils by academy type will still be published. Tables 3a and 3b that provide the number of pupils eligible for FSM will still be published. 
Tables 4b, 4c and 4d Number of pupils by ethnicity and academy type. Table 4a that provides the number of pupils by ethnicity and school type will still be published.
Table 5b Number of pupils with English as their first language and academy type. Table 5a that provides the number of pupils with English as their first language by school type will still be published. 
Tables 7c, 7d, 7e, 7f and 7g Local authority level tables showing number of pupils and schools by school characteristics (religious character, status and admissions policy).
Tables 9a, 9b and 9c Local authority level tables showing number of pupils by ethnicity.
Tables 10a, 10b, 10c and 10d Local authority level tables showing the number of pupils with English as their first language. 
The following tables will have changes:
Table 1a, 1b and 1c Number of pupils by age, gender and school type will be combine into one table and remove full-time and part-time breakdowns.
Tables 8a, 8b, 8c and 8d Number of pupils eligible for and claiming free school meals by school type will be combined into one table and the performance tables FSM measure and number of pupils taking a free school meal on census day measure will be removed.
New approaches to dissemination
The changes announced in this note have focused on rationalising our release, in part as a move towards the goals of the DfE coherence review. In parallel, we are developing new processes and tools that we hope over time will improve our products and user access. Publishing fewer standalone tables is part of the longer term strategy to develop our data so that it can be incorporated in DfE’s new dissemination platform, developed to deliver on the recommendations made in the Hive IT – DfE dissemination discovery project.
User feedback
Feedback on these changes is welcome. Please contact the Schools Census Statistics Team at Schools.STATISTICS@education.gov.uk by Friday 31 May.
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