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1. Executive Summary
In this report, we cover the methodologies used for data collection and explain
how they are consistent with previous years. Also discussed are any limitations and issues
encountered, and how improvements have been made to the docketing of cases
through the court’s electronic filing system, CE-File.
In Part 5 of this report, we detail the results obtained for patent and SPC cases
commenced in the Patents Court, IPEC and Chancery Division during 2015 and 2016.
Key learning outcomes for 2015 cases:
1) There were 69 cases commenced concerning infringement or revocation of an EP or
GB patent.
2) Of those 69 cases, there were 98 patents in issue, 85 of which were EPs. This
represents an average of 1.42 patents in issue in each case.
3) When aggregating both claims and counterclaims against each patent in issue, the
total case count reaches 149 cases. 130 of those 149 cases concerned an EP.
4) There were 6 cases concerning an SPC, all of which were issued in the Patents Court.
Key learning outcomes for 2016 cases:
1) There were 46 cases commenced concerning infringement or revocation of an EP or
GB patent.
2) Of those 46 cases, there were 75 patents in issue, 58 of which were EPs. This
represents an average of 1.63 patents in issue in each case.
3) When aggregating both claims and counterclaims against each patent in issue, the
total case count reaches 104 cases. 80 of those 104 cases concerned an EP.
4) There were 11 cases concerning an SPC, all of which were issued in the Patents Court.
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