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This publication shows revised GCSE and equivalent statistics for key stage 4 (KS4) in 2018. It updates the
provisional statistics and provides breakdowns by pupil characteristics as well as KS4 performance measures
at a Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) level.

\Information on newly reformed GCSEs in 2018

In 2018, an additional 20 reformed GCSEs graded on a 9-1 scale were sat by pupils for the first time, along
with the English language, English literature and mathematics GCSEs which were reformed in 2017. Once a
GCSE subject has been reformed, any non-reformed entries in these subjects will not count within school
performance tables. For further information please refer to the secondary accountability guidance.?

The average Attainment 8 score per pupil remained relatively stable in comparison to 2017 2

In comparison to 2017, the average Attainment 8 score per pupil for all schools decreased by 0.1 points to
44.5, but it increased slightly for state-funded schools; up by 0.2 points to 46.5 in 2018.

Scores in the English and maths elements of Attainment 8 remained relatively stable between 2017 and 2018.
For the EBacc element, the average score increased by 0.5 points for all schools, to 13.0 points. The open
element scores decreased by 0.7 points to 13.7 for all schools.

346 schools were below the floor sta ndard in 2018, and 257 met the coasting definition 2

Number of schools below floor standard and meeting the coasting 346 schools were below the secondary school floor
definitionby region standard. This represents 11.6% of state-funded
mainstream schools. In 2017, 365 schools (12.0%)
were below the floor standard, although the figures
are not directly comparable i from 2018 the floor
9 Vesting coasting definion standard and coasting definitions do not apply to
any UTCs, FE colleges with 14-16 provision or

studio schools.
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West Midlands 257 schools (9.2% of eligible schools) were

coasting according to the 2018 definition. In 2017,
% 271 (9.6%) of schools met the coasting definition,
0 20 40 60 80 100 under the old definition.

Number of schools

South East

North West

1 For further information on GCSE reform, including grade/points changes and secondary accountability measures:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure

2 The maximum Attainment 8 score for a pupil taking only GCSE qualifications was 90 in 2018 (87 in 2017). A pupil who achieved two grade 9s
in the English and maths slots and six grade 9s across the EBacc and open slots in qualifying subjects, would have a point score of 90. Any
changes in the average score per pupil in the EBacc and open slots may reflect changes in the maximum available point scores for the reformed
GCSEs, which count in these slots, as well as any changes in pupil attainment.

3 The floor standard and coasting definitions for 2018 remain the same as 2017, however the type of schools eligible has changed. If we were to

exclude these schools from the 2017 figures, there would have been 309 (10.4%) schools below floor and 249 (8.9%) schools who met the coasting
definition. 1
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The gap between disadvantaged pupils and all other pupils remains broadly stable

Disadvantage attainment gap index

5.0 4

451 407
3-89 381

35 4
3.0 4
25 4
2.0 A
1.5 1
1.0 1
05 4

0.0

40 374 380 378 545 368

2011 2012 2013

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

The gap between disadvantaged pupils and
others, measured using the gap index, remained
broadly stable (increasing by 0.6% between 2017
and 2018). The index remained lower compared to
all other years with the exception of 2017.

It has narrowed by 9.5% overall since 2011.

EBacc entry has increased slightly in 2018

Percentage EBacc entry
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The proportion of pupils entering the EBacc
increased by 0.2 percentage points since 2017. In
2018, 38.4% of pupils in state-funded schools
entered the EBacc compared to 38.2% in 2017.

Entries to EBacc English and maths were relatively
stable in comparison to 2017. Entries to EBacc
science and humanities were up in comparison to
2017, increasing by 4.2 percentage points (to
95.5%) and 1.5 percentage points (to 78.3%)
respectively. However, entries to EBacc languages
(46.1%) were down by 1.3 percentage points in
comparison to 2017.

The EBacc average point score (APS) is a new headline measure introduced in 2018. The EBacc APS for all
schools was 3.85. For state-funded schools the EBacc APS was 4.04.

Percentage achieving the threshold of a grade 5 or above in En

increased since 2017

glish and maths has

Percentage achieveing English and maths at grade 5 or above
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The proportion of pupils achieving the headline
measure of grades 5 or above in English and
maths was 40.2% for all schools in 2018,
increasing by 0.6 percentage points from 2017. In
state-funded schools this increased by 0.7
percentage points to 43.3% in 2018




Multi -Academy Trust performance measures: 2018

This release also presents performance measures for Multi-Academy Trusts (MATs). A MAT must have at
least three schools that have been with the MAT for at least three years and have results in 2018 to be
included. Where an academy sponsor oversees a number of Multi-Academy Trusts, results are presented
under the sponsor rather than the individual constituent MATS.

The MAT performance measures at key stage 4 are Progress 8, the percentage of pupils entering EBacc and
EBacc average point score. There is no Attainment 8 measure for MATs. Performance measures for schools
within a MAT are weighted according to the length of time they have been in the MAT and their total cohort
size, in order to produce MAT level figures. More information on the calculation of the measures and eligibility
criteria is contained in the accompanying guality and methodology document.

The number of eligible MATSs included in the key stage 4 measures has increased from 62 in 2017 to 85 in
2018. This is an increase from 384 to 494 schools, and from 54,356 to 69,169 pupils. This represents 13.6% of
the state-funded mainstream KS4 pupil cohort.

Progress 8, EBacc entry and EBacc APS are lower in MATSs than the national average

Progress 8 bandings of Multi-Academy Trusts

35% .
The national Progress 8 score for MATs was
30%

-0.04, compared to 0.01 for all state-funded
25% mainstream schools.
20% In 2018, 27% of MATs had Progress 8 scores
15% above the national average and 4% were well
above. 33% of MATs were below the national
[ =

Percentage of MATs

1 average and 7% well below. The remaining
29% were not significantly different from the
national average.*

5%

0%
Well below Below average Average Above average Well above
average average

Progress 8 banding

Percentage of Multi-Academy Trusts above and below national
average for EBacc entry and EBacc average point score .
The national EBacc entry rate for MATs was

35.2%, compared to 39.1% for all state-funded
mainstream schools. 56% of MATs have an
EBacc entry rate below the national average of
39.1% and the remaining 44% have an entry
rate higher than the national average.

EBacc Entry

The national EBacc average point score for
MATSs was 3.78 points, compared to 4.12
points for all state-funded mainstream schools.
Around two-thirds of MATs have an EBacc
average point score lower than the national

0% 20% a0% 60% 0% 0% average of 4.12 points.

mBelow average m Above average

EBacc APS

4 The methodology used to create these bandings has been aligned this year to the methodology used to produce school progress
bandings. The MATs bandings are therefore not comparable to?'ihe MAT bandings in previous years.
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About this release

This statistical release provides revised GCSE and equivalent results of pupils at the end of key stage 4 in England.
Figures are provided at national, regional, local authority and Multi-Academy Trust level for the 2017-18 academic year.
School level results for the headline measures are published in the revised school performance tables.

This release provides an update to the provisional figures released in October 2018. Amendments made during the
schools checking exercise in September are included in this release, as are the majority of late results and reviews of
marking received after the cut-off date for the provisional release in October.

This release also provides breakdowns by pupil characteristics and information on schools below the floor and meeting
the coasting definition, which were not included in the provisional update in October 2018. For the first time results at a
Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) level have been incorporated within this release rather than separately reported. Historical
MAT level results can be found here.

The measures covered in this release include qualifications which count towards the secondary performance tables®.

Schools that offer unapproved qualifications, such as unregulated international GCSEs, will not have these qualifications
counted in the performance tables, and pupilsd achieveme
release. This release is therefore representative of the performance of schools and pupils in qualifications which count in

the performance tables, and not of all qualifications taken by pupils. The difference between the figures for all schools

and state-funded schools is predominantly due to the impact of unregulated international GCSEs taken more commonly

in independent schools.

Of the reformed GCSE subjects introduced in 2018, only science had a significant change in the structure of the
gualifications available; combined science was introduced replacing core and additional. Combined science is a double
award GCSE and is graded from 9-9 to 1-1. For more detail on the combined science GCSE in relation to its inclusion in
performance measures please see the secondary accountability guidance.

Users should be cautious when comparing headline measures between 2018 and 2017. In 2018, Attainment 8 had a
maximum point score of 90, compared to a maximum of 87 to 2017, as a result of the phased introduction of reformed
GCSEs. This difference should be taken into account when considering any change in Attainment 8 scores between 2017
and 2018.

Figures for all schools typically change more than those for state-funded schools between the provisional and revised
releases. This is due to the impact of results for independent schools and FE colleges with 14-16 provision. The level of
change between provisional and revised data is higher for independent schools and FE colleges with 14-16 provision as,
under the current process, independent schools and FE colleges with 14-16 provision do not check their cohort figures
until September, whereas state funded schools do this in June. More information regarding changes in results between
provisional, revised and final can be found in the accompanying quality and methodology document.

In this publication

The following tables are included in the release:

ANational tables (Excel .xIs) A National characteristics tables |(E
ALocal authority tables (Excel .xls) A L
ASubject tables (Excel .xIs) A Subject ti@eelxl®ries table

AAl ternative provision tables (Excel .xIls) A Pupi

AMulti-Academy Trust tables (Excel .xIs)
AMulti-Academy Trust progress charts (Excel .xIs)

Quality and methodology documents provides information on the data sources, their coverage and quality and explains
the methodology used in producing the data.

Feedback

We are changing how our releases look and welcome feedback on any aspect of this document at
Attainment. STATISTICS@education.gov.uk.

5 A list of qualifications that count in the performance tables each year up to 2020 can be found at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/pubIications/kev—staqe—4—qualifg:ations—discount—codes—and—point—scores
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1. 2018 Headline measures

Progress 8

Progress 8 aims to capture the progress a pupil makes from the end of key stage 2 to the end of key stage 4. It compares
pupil sbé at theirdttammeat8 score i with the average Attainment 8 score of all pupils nationally who had a
similar starting point (or O6éprior attainmento), cal cul

8 is a relative measure, therefore the national average Progress 8 score for mainstream schools is very close to zero.
When including pupils at special schools the national average is not zero as Progress 8 scores for special schools are
calculated using Attainment 8 estimates based on pupils in mainstream schools. In 2018, Progress 8 has been adjusted
to take account of a small number of cases where pupils can have extremely negative progress scores that

at

di sproportionately affect a school 6s over alskcongarymgcouatabgity s ¢

guidance.
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) entry

The EBacc was first introduced into the performance tables in 2009-10. It allows people to see how many pupils reach
the attainment threshold in core academic subjects at key stage 4. The EBacc is made up of English, maths, science, a
language, and history or geography. To count in the EBacc, qualifications must be on the_English Baccalaureate list of

qualifications.
Attainment in English and maths (9-5)

This measure looks at the percentage of pupils achieving a grade 5 or above in both English and maths. Pupils can
achieve the English component of this with a grade 5 or above in English language or literature. There is no requirement
to sit both exams.

Attainment 8

Attainment 8 measures the average achievement of pupils in up to 8 qualifications including English (double weighted if
the combined English qualification, or both language and literature are taken), maths (double weighted), three further
gualifications that count in the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) and three further qualifications that can be GCSE
gualifications (including EBacc subjects) or any other non-GCSE qualifications on the DfE approved list.

EBacc average point score

From 2018, the headline EBacc attainment measure is the EBacc average point score (EBacc APS). This replaces the
previous threshold EBacc attainment measur e. EBacc APS
EBacc i with a zero for any missing pillars. This ensures the attainment of all pupils is recognised, not just those at
particular grade boundaries, encouraging schools to enter pupils of all abilities, and support them to achieve their full
potential.

Percentage of students staying in education or going into employment after key stage 4 (pupil destinations)
This measure is published here as part of a release including post key stage 4 and 16 to 18 destinations.

Additional measures

For transparency and to allow comparison to previous years, the following threshold attainment measures have been
included within this release and within the school performance tables data downloads. These additional measures are:

Attainment in English and maths (9-4)

This measure looks at the percentage of pupils achieving grade 4 or above in both English and maths. Pupils can achieve
the English component of this with a grade 4 or above in English language or literature. There is no requirement to sit
both exams.

English Baccalaureate (EBacc) achievement (9-4/ A*-C)
This measure includes pupils who take exams in both English language and English literature, and achieve a grade 4 or

above in at least one of these qualifications. Pupils also need to achieve a grade 4 or above in maths and a grade 4/C or
above in the remaining subject areas.

English Baccalaureate (EBacc) achievement (9-5)

This measure includes pupils who take exams in both English language and English literature, and achieve a grade 5 or
above in at least one of these qualifications. Pupils also need to achieve a grade 5 or above in all EBacc pillars. To
achieve this measure in 2017, pupils would need to have achieved a grade 5 in either English language or literature, and
maths and a grade C in the remaining pillars. In 2018, 20 additional subjects have been reformed and therefore it is
harder to achieved grades 9-5 across the EBacc suite of subjects.
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2. Attainment in the headline and additional measures (ravies 1a s 14)

Headline measures

When comparing the 2018 revised headline and additional measures to the equivalent revised data from 2017,
it is important to note any changes to methodology or data changes underpinning the 2018 measures. These
changes are explained in the About this release section above and expanded upon in the following sections on
specific measures.

The tables below show increases across all headline measures in 2018, compared to 2017 revised data,
however any change in Attainment 8 may have been affected by the introduction of further reformed GCSEs
graded on the 9-1 scale which have a higher maximum score than unreformed GCSEs. The maximum
Attainment 8 score for a pupil taking only GCSE qualifications was 90 in 2018 (87 in 2017).

Table 1: Average Attainment 8 score per pupil

Average Attainment 8 score
All schools State-funded schools
2017 revised 44.6 46.3
2018 revised 445 46.5

Table 2: Percentage achieving the threshold in English and
maths

Percentage achieving threshold in English and
maths (grades 9-5)

All schools State-funded schools
2017 revised 39.6% 42.6%
2018 revised 40.2% 43.3%

Table 3: Percentage entering the EBacc
Percentage entering the EBacc

All schools State-funded schools
2017 revised 35.0% 38.2%
2018 revised 35.2% 38.4%

Table 4: EBacc average point score®

Average point score

All schools State-funded schools

2018 revised 3.85 4.04

6 EBacc average point score was a new measure introduced in 2017/18 and figures for earlier years are not available.
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Additional measures

There has been a drop in the number of pupils achieving the EBacc at grades 9-5, this is likely to be due to it
being harder to achieve this in 2018. In 2017, to achieve this measure a pupil would need to get a 9-5 grade in
their English and maths pillar, with a grade C in the remaining pillars. This year, due to more reformed GCSEs
being introduced and unreformed GCSEs no longer counting towards the measure, pupils would need to
achieve a minimum of a grade 5 across all pillars.

Table 5: Percentage achieving EBacc (grades 9-4)

Percentage achieving the EBacc
All schools State-funded schools
2017 revised 21.9% 23.8%
2018 revised 22.2% 24.1%

Table 6: Percentage achieving EBacc (grades 9-5)

Percentage achieving the EBacc

All schools State-funded schools
2017 revised 19.7% 21.3%
2018 revised 15.4% 16.7%

Schools continue to adapt their curricula to match the headline measures

Attainment 8 is made up of eight slots, which can be filled with English, maths, three qualifications which
count towards the English Baccalaureate (EBacc), and three other qualifications from the DfE approved
list, or any additional EBacc qualifications. If a pupil has not taken the maximum number of
gualifications that count in each group, then they will receive a point score of zero where a slot is
empty’.

In 2018, pupils in state-funded schools filled an average of 2.8 EBacc slots. Pupils with high and
average prior attainment entered on average 3.0 and 2.8 EBacc slots respectively, which has remained
consistent since 2016. However, over time pupils with low prior attainment have continued to increase
the average number of EBacc slots filled; this increased by 0.1 to 2.2 slots in 2018. This suggests that
schools are continuing to enter pupils into qualifications that count towards the new headline measures.
Whilst the average uptake for pupils with low prior attainment has increased, this is a smaller group of
pupils, so this did not have a large impact on the average for all pupils. The average number of EBacc
slots filled is shown in Figure 1.

7 U grades or other qualifications scoring zero points are counted as a non-filled slot.
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Figure 1: Average number of EBacc slots filled by prior attainment band
England, state-funded schools, 2016 to 2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

Pupils are not limited to taking three EBacc qualifications: Figure 2 shows the average number of
qualifications taken which could count towards the EBacc slots of Attainment 88.

This shows a similar pattern, with the average number of EBacc qualifications taken increasing by 0.1 for
all pupils between 2017 and 2018. There was an increase of 0.2 for those with low prior attainment, whilst
those pupils with average or high prior attainment remained stable.

The average number of EBacc slots filled in Attainment 8 is relatively stable, partly because you do not
have to enter all of the pillars of the EBacc to fill the three EBacc slots of Attainment 8. For example, it is
possible to fill the EBacc slots in Attainment 8 with two sciences (or combined science) and a language,
without taking a subject in the humanities pillar.

Figure 2: Average number of EBacc slots that could be filled by prior attainment band
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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The average number of open slots has been stable since 2016, it remains at 2.8 for all pupils. Open
slots can be filled by three GCSE qualifications (including any EBacc subjects that have not already
been used) or any other non-GCSE qualifications on the DfE approved list.

8 Excluding English and maths, which have separate slots and do not count towards the Attainment 8 EBacc
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GCSE and other equivalent qualification entry decreased

The average number of entries to qualifications that count in the performance tables per pupil decreased
between 2017 and 2018. The changes are shown in the figure 3, however they should be interpreted with
caution in this period of reform.

The change in the structure of science qualifications available has led to a reduction in the average number of
GCSE entries. Combined science is a double award GCSE which has replaced core and additional. Entries
into combined science count as one entry, whereas in previous years entry into core and additional would
have counted as two entries. Pupils took 8.3 qualifications on average in 2018, down from 8.9 in 2014.
However, if entries into combined science were counted as two entries, pupils would have taken on average
9.0 qualifications. This impacted more on low and average prior attainers who are more likely to enter the
combined science pathway (see Subject section).

For the 20 subjects reformed in 2018, any early entries in GCSEs in these subjects do not count in 2018
performance tables. This also impacted on the average number of qualifications pupils have taken that count
in 2018 performance tables. This is likely to have had a greater impact on average and high attainers, who are
more likely to have entered GCSEs early.

Figure 3: Average number of entries* in all qualifications and GCSEs, by prior attainment band
England, state-funded schools, 2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

The percentage of GCSEs entered by the cohort has increased since 2014. GCSEs® made up 81% of
all entries for pupils with low prior attainment in 2014, increasing to 89% in 2018. There were increases
of 3 percentage points for pupils with average and high prior attainment, from 90% in 2014 to 93% in
2018 for average prior attainment, and from 94% to 97% for high prior attainment. The percentage of
GCSEs entered by the cohort increased at the same rate for all pupils, from 91% in 2014 to 94% in
2018.

9 Includes full course GCSEs, double award GCSEs, AS levels, Cambridge International Certificates and Edexcel Levell1/2 Certificates.
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3. Attainment 8 and Progress 8 (ravie 1dand 2

Attainment 8

The maximum Attainment 8 score for a pupil taking only GCSE qualifications was 90 in 2018 (87 in 2017).
Any changes in the average score per pupil in the EBacc and open slots may reflect changes in the
maximum available point scores for the reformed GCSEs that count in these slots, as well as any changes
in pupil attainment.

In comparison to 2017, the average Attainment 8 score per pupil decreased by 0.1 points for all schools
to 44.5 and increased by 0.2 points for state-funded schools to 46.5. Across each element of Attainment
8 there were increases in the average score per pupil, with the exception of the open slots which
decreased from 14.4 in 2017 to 13.7 in 2018 (all schools) and from 14.9 in 2017 to 14.2 in 2018 (state-
funded schools).

For all schools, the average score per pupil in the EBacc slots increased by 0.5 points to 13.0. The
English and maths elements both had slight (0.1) increases compared to 2017. The pattern was similar
for state-funded schools, which saw no change in English and maths average scores, and a 0.8 point
increase in the EBacc element.

Figure 4: Average score per pupil in each element of Attainment 8
England, 2018
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Progress 8

Progress 8 is a relative measure, which means that the overall national score remains the same
between years. We will look further at patterns in Progress 8 in the sections on school type, admissions
basis and gender, as Progress 8 is more relevant where we can compare between groups.

2018 is the third year in which Progress 8 scores have been published for all state-funded schools. This
year, we have adjusted Progress 8 scores to minimise the effect of extremely negative scores can have
on a s c h t dHisdesulted & siround 1% of pupils having their Progress 8 score adjusted. For
more information, please refer to the secondary accountability guidance. Figure 5, shows the
distribution of adjusted progress 8 scores for mainstream schools. Adjusted Progress 8 scores for
mainstream schools'® at school level run from -3.00t01.90, wi t h approxi mately
between -1.30 and +1.30 in 2018.

10 Excludes further education colleges with 14-16 provision
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Figure 5: Distribution of adjusted Progress 8 scores*
England, state-funded mainstream schools?, 2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

4. Attainment in English and maths ¢ape 1a)

This measure requires pupils to achieve a grade 5 or above in either English language or literature (with no
requirement to take both) and to achieve a grade 5 or above in EBacc maths.

Attainment in English and maths at grade 5 or above was 40.2% in all schools and 43.3% in state-
funded schools in 2018. When comparing to 2017, this was an increase of 0.6 and 0.7 percentage
points for all schools and state-funded schools respectively.

Table 7: Attainment in English and maths (grades 9-5)
England, 2017-2018

Year Measure All schools  State-
funded
schools

2017 revised % achieving 39.6% 42.6%

grade 5 or
above

2018 revised % achieving 40.2% 43.3%

grade 5 or
above

Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

5.The English Baccalaureate rape 1)

From 2018, the headline EBacc attainment measure is the EBacc average point score (EBacc APS).

This replaces the previous threshold EBacc attainment measure. EBacc APSmeas ur es pupi |l sé6 p
scores across the five pillars of the EBacc. This ensures the attainment of all pupils is recognised, not

just those at particular grade boundaries, encouraging schools to enter pupils of all abilities, and support

them to achieve their full potential. For more information, please refer to the secondary accountability

quidance.
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EBacc entry

In 2018, 35.2% of pupils in all schools and 38.4% of pupils in state-funded schools entered the EBacc,
an increase of 0.2 compared to 2017 for both. The EBacc entry rate was impacted by any early entries
(in 2017) into the 20 GCSE subjects reformed in 2018, not counting in the 2018 performance tables.

The difference between the figures for all schools and state-funded schools is related to the impact of
unregulated international GCSEs commonly taken in independent schools. Some independent schools
choose to enter qualifications that do not count towards the performance tables, particularly for English
and maths. These schools will therefore have scores of 0% for such measures in the school
performance tables. However, it is worth noting that there are other reasons why a school may have a
score of 0% in threshold measures.

Figure 6: Percentage of pupils entering the EBacc
England, 2010-2018
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Source: Key stage 4 attainment data
There continues to be an increase in the percentage of pupils entering four components!! of the EBacc,
which rose from 43.8% to 46.6% between 2017 and 2018. There were corresponding falls in pupils
taking two or three components, down to 1.2% and 10.6% respectively, as shown in Figure 7.

Of those pupils who entered four out of the five EBacc components, the majority (83.8%) were
missing the languages component in 2018, up from 80.4% in 2017. The humanities component was
the second highest missing component, with 15.5% of those who entered four components not
entering humanities in 2018, down from 17.3% in 2017.

The percentage of pupils who did not enter any EBacc components has increased slightly in recent
years, from 1.9% in 2014 to 2.5% in 2018. However, this is still a similar proportion to 2010 when 2.4%
of pupils did not enter any EBacc components. The majority of pupils who do not enter any EBacc
components have low prior attainment at key stage 2 (76.1% in 2018).

11 There are five components that make up the English Baccalaureate: English, maths, science, a language, and history or
geography 13




Figure 7: Percentage of pupils with entries into different numbers of EBacc components
England, state-funded schools, 2010-2018
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Source: Key stage 4 attainment data

EBacc average points score

Table 8 shows the EBacc average point score per pupil, both overall and for each component of the EBacc. As
this is a new measure, there is no comparison available for earlier years. The maximum EBacc average point
scoreis10.75.Some subj ect sd EiBafected by th&nuinker ohpapéswnot sitting these
subjects and thus scoring zero, e.g. only 46.1% of pupils entered the language pillar and the rest would have
scored zero for this pillar in EBacc APS.

Table 8: EBacc average point score
England, 2018

Year Measure All schools State-funded

schools
2018 revised ~ CoAccaverage point 3.85 4.04

score per pupil

EBacc average point

score in each

component
English 4.63 4.94
Mathematics 4.23 451
Sciences 4.25 4.50
History or Geography 3.43 3.55
Languages 2.29 2.26
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EBacc by prior attainment

The overall EBacc entry rate in state-funded mainstream schools increased slightly from 38.9% in 2017
to 39.1% in 2018 (a rise of 0.2 percentage points). This was driven by increases in EBacc entry rates for
pupils with low and average prior attainment, as shown in Figure 8. However, entry rates for pupils with
high prior attainment fell, with 57.2% entering the EBacc in 2018 compared to 58.3% in 2017. If early
entries into any GCSEs that were reformed in 2018 were included, then EBacc entry rates for those with
high prior attainment would have been similar to 2017. The most common pillar missing was the
language pillar, with over 3,500 pupils having taken their language by entering an unreformed language
gualification early, in a subject which was reformed in 2018.These early entries did not count towards
EBacc entry in 2018.

Figure 8: EBacc entry rates by prior attainment band
England, state-funded mainstream schools, 2017-2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

As expected, pupils with high prior attainment scored the highest EBacc average point score (5.53),
compared with those pupils with low prior attainment (1.95). Pupils with average prior attainment
(3.41) were closer to the national average of 4.12. The maximum score possible for EBacc average
point score is 10.75.12

12 This is achieved by pupils sitting AS levels across each pillar.
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6.Subject analysis (rables 1 1), 1 ), 10)
EBacc English and maths

To pass the English element of the headline EBacc attainment measure, pupils must achieve a grade 5 or above in
either English language or English literature GCSEs (or A*-C grades in approved AS levels), with entries into both.

To pass the maths element of the headline EBacc attainment measure, pupils must achieve a grade 5 or above in
maths GCSE (or A*-C in approved AS levels).

Table 9: EBacc English achievement The proportion of pupils achieving grade 5 or
England, state-funded schools, above in EBacc English was 60.3% in 2018,
2017-2018 down by 0.2 percentage points from 2017.
Year Achieving

EBacc English (9-5)
2017 revised 60.5
2018 revised 60.3

Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

Table 10: EBacc maths achievement The proportion of pupils achieving grade 5 or
England, state-funded schools above in EBacc maths was 49.3% in 2018, an
2017-2018 increase of 0.7 percentage points from 2017.
Year Achieving

EBacc maths (9-5)
2017 revised 48.6
2018 revised 49.3

Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

The entry rate remains high in both English and maths and this is due to the fact that it is compulsory for
pupils to study English and maths at key stage 4 in state-funded schools, and the vast majority of pupils
enter qualifications that count in the performance tables.

EBacc science
It is compulsory for state-funded schools to teach science at key stage 4. For EBacc science, a pupil must enter:

T three individual sciences (three out of biology, chemistry, physics, and computer science);or
I combined science

2018 is the first year to be taught the new combined science, which replaced core and
additional science in previous years.

The proportion of pupils entering EBacc science continues to increase. In 2018, 95.5% of pupils in state-
funded schools entered EBacc science, an increase of 4.2 percentage points compared to 2017. The
proportion of pupils who entered the new combined science pathway was higher than those who entered core
and additional science in 2017. In 2018, 68.0% of the cohort entered combined science, compared to 65.7%
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who entered the core and additional pathway in 2017. There was also an increase in the proportion of pupils
who entered any three individual sciences®® (27.5% in 2018, up from 25.2% in 2017).

Figures 9 to 13 show entry rates in combined and single sciences by prior attainment with the darkest
line representing 2018. The general pattern shows that those pupils with higher prior attainment tend to
take single sciences. Those with low and average prior attainment tend to opt for the combined science
pathway. However, you can see that those pupils in the very lowest prior attainment bands take no
science qualifications.

With the exception of computer science, all other single sciences saw small increases in the proportion of
pupils entering these subjects across all attainment bands since 2017. Interestingly, the proportion of pupils
with low prior attainment entering single science increased across all the single sciences between 2017 and
2018, to the highest rates in the last four years. However, entry rates in single sciences for pupils with high
prior attainment, although much higher than combined science, continued to be lower than in 2015 and 2016.

Figure 9: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered combined science (2018 only)
England, state-funded schools, 2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

13 Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Computer Science.
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Figure 10: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered biology
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

Figure 11: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered chemistry
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data
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Figure 12: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered physics
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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Figure 13: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered computer science
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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EBacc humanities (History/Geography)

The proportion of pupils entering EBacc humanities continued to increase in 2018, to 78.3% in state-
funded schools, a rise of 1.5 percentage points since 2017. Figures 14 and 15 show this was driven by
small increases in entries across the majority of prior attainment groups for geography, and small
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increases in entries for pupils with low and average prior attainment for history. In history, the slight
increase in entries from pupils with low and average prior attainment groups was counter-balanced by
continued decreases in proportion of entries for high prior attainers. This trend has continued since
2016.

Figure 14: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered history
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018

2016 2017 —--2018

100.0
History

90.0

[+
o
o

Proportion of pupils with entries in each prior
attainment band
[ [ + o ()]
o o o S S
o o o o o

N
o
o

0.0
12 3 456 7 8 91011121314 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

Prior attainment band

Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

Figure 15: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered geography
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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EBacc languages

To achieve the languages component of the EBacc, pupils enter any language qualification on the EBacc approved
list.

Entries to EBacc languages continued to decrease in 2018 to 46.1%, a fall of 1.3 percentage points compared
to 2017. This was the fourth year in a row that entries have fallen. There were decreases across the majority
of prior attainment bands but the largest drop occurred for pupils with higher prior attainment, as shown in
Figure 16 below. This decrease in entries for pupils with high prior attainment between 2018 and 2017 is much
smaller than the drop that occurred between 2016 and 2017. Some of this drop can be explained by pupils
who entered a language qualification early in a subject that was subsequently reformed in 2018. This was the
case for over 3,500 pupils, whose language result did not count in 2018 performance tables.

Figure 16: Proportion of pupils in each prior attainment band who entered EBacc languages
England, state-funded schools, 2016-2018
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Art and design subjects

For the purposes of these figures, arts subjects include applied art and design, art and design, drama,
media/film/TV, music, dance and performing arts. The figures include GCSEs, level 1/2 certificates, and AS levels.

The percentage of pupils entering at least one arts subject decreased in 2018, by 2.2 percentage points
compared to equivalent data in 2017. 44.3% of pupils in state-funded schools entered at least one arts
subject. This is the third consecutive year that a fall in entries has occurred.

Table 11: Percentage of pupils entered for at least one arts subject,
England, state-funded schools, 2010-2018
2017 2018
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 revised revised

Pupils entered for

at least one arts 472% 458% 44.7% 448% 48.3% 49.6% 48.0% 46.5% 44.3%
subject

Source: Key stage 4 attainment data

21




7. Attainment by pupil characteristics

Characteristics definitions

Please see the pupil characteristics section of the quality and methodology document for additional information on
characteristics definitions.

Information on attainment has been broken down by the following pupil characteristics within these
statistics: ethnicity, English as an additional language (EAL), free school meal eligibility (FSM),
disadvantage, and special educational needs (SEN). The tables accompanying this publication also
include local authority attainment broken down by these characteristics.

Figure 17 shows the pattern in Attainment 8 by different pupil characteristics.
Figure 17: Average Attainment 8 score by pupil characteristics

England, state-funded schools, 2018
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Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data

The gaps in Attainment 8 score widened slightly across all characteristic groups in 2018 compared to 2017.
This is to be expected as in 2018 there were more points available for higher scores in an additional 20
reformed GCSEs, and this change will have different effects on pupils with different levels of attainment.
Groups with many pupils achieving the highest possible grades in reformed subjects may therefore have a
higher Attainment 8 score on the 2018 scale than they would have had in 2017.

In 2018 the general pattern of attainment gaps for Attainment 8 remained the same as in 2017. The gaps
between boys and girls, and by first language, remained relatively small in comparison to other groups. The
widest gap remained between pupils with SEN and those with no identified needs, with a gap of 22.6 points.
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Figure 18: Change in average Attainment 8 score (2017 to 2018) against Attainment 8 score in 2018, by
ethnic group*
England, state-funded schools, 2018
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Figure 18 shows changes in average Attainment 8 score (between 2017 and 2018) by ethnic group, as well as
their 2018 Attainment 8 score, and this demonstrates the potential impact of the change in the maximum
Attainment 8 points available. Groups with higher levels of attainment, and therefore more pupils achieving the
highest possible grades in reformed subjects and gaining higher Attainment 8 scores in 2018, tend to have
seen the biggest increases between 2017 and 2018, e.g. Chinese pupils increased by 1.6 points to 64.2.
However, groups with lower attainment where fewer pupils are achieving these higher grades in reformed
subjects have tended to see either decreases or only small increases in scores compared to 2017. Although
almost all ethnic groups increased their Attainment 8 score between 2017 and 2018, scores were still lower
than those achieved in 2016.

Although the size of attainment gaps cannot be directly compared between years for this measure, looking at
the differences in Attainment 8 score between different pupil groups in 2018 highlights the continued
disparities in outcomes at GCSE. These are examined in more detail below for certain pupil groups. For
information relating to pupils eligible for free school meals or further breakdowns of special education needs
please see the tables that accompany this release.
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Disadvantaged pupils

Disadvantage

Pupils are defined as disadvantaged if they are known to have been eligible for free school meals in the past six
years (from year 6 to year 11), if they are recorded as having been looked after for at least one day or if they are
recorded as having been adopted from care.

In 2018, 27.0% of pupils in state-funded schools at the end of key stage 4 were disadvantaged, 0.2 percentage
points lower than 2017 (27.2%) and 0.7 percentage points lower than in 2016.

Attainment was lower for disadvantaged pupils compared to all other pupils across all headline
measures in 2018, consistent with previous years.

Due to the new headline measures introduced in 2018, and changes to comparability as a result, it is
recommended that the disadvantage gap index is used to look at the difference in attainment between
disadvantaged and other pupils over time.

Disadvantage gap index (Table CH4a)

The disadvantage gap index* summarises relative attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and all other
pupils. The gap index is more resilient to changes to grading systems and accountability measures, therefore it
offers greater comparability between years. The index ranks all pupils in the country and asks whether
disadvantaged pupils typically rank lower than non-disadvantaged pupils. A disadvantage gap of zero would
indicate that pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds perform as well as pupils from non-disadvantaged
backgrounds. We measure whether the disadvantage gap is getting larger or smaller over time. For key stage
4 it is based on the average grades achieved in English and mathematics GCSEs.

The gap between disadvantaged pupils and others, measured using the gap index, has remained
broadly stable, widening by 0.6% in 2018, and narrowing by 9.5% since 2011. The average position of
disadvantaged pupils in the distribution compared to others is similar to last year.

Figure19: Trend in the disadvantaged pupilsé attainment gap
England, state-funded schools, 2011-2018 (revised)

Source: National pupil database and key stage 4 attainment data

Further breakdowns of average English and maths grades for disadvantaged and all other pupils can be
found in table CH4a and CH4b of the accompanying data tables.

14 More details of the methodology and consultation were published in SFR 40/2014.
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