
% of new households 
from private rented 
sector

16%
(51,000)

New social housing lettings in England, 2017/18

How many social housing properties are being newly let?
Private registered providers (Housing associations) Local authorities Total

271,000 126,000 396,000

217,000 96,000 313,000

2013/14

2017/18

The number of new social lettings 
has fallen by 21% since peaking in 
2013/14

-20% -24% -21%

How affordable is social housing? Who is moving into social housing?
Household composition (%) of new lettings

Age of new social tenants Age of English population

Male MaleFemale Female

Nationality of lead tenant (%) in new lettings

% of new lead tenants 
in employment

31%
(96,000)

% of new households 
with indefinite length of 
tenancy

82%
(257,000)

% of new lettings to 
White lead tenants

83%
(261,000)

% of new lettings to 
statutorily homeless 
households

18%
(57,000)

For more information: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/social-housing-lettings-in-england-april-2017-to-march-2018
Other sources: Local Authority Housing Statistics, Statistical Data Return, English Housing Survey, Private rental market statistics, Population estimates

% of social stock

7%

9%

13% of new lettings are 
Affordable Rent – set at 
no more than 80% of local 
market rent

87% of new lettings are 
Social Rent – determined 
through national rent regime

73% of new lettings are 
General Needs – no 
support arrangements

27% of new lettings are 
Supported Housing –
designated support for 
specific client groups

Overall, there are 
3.9m households 
in social housing

91%
UK

5%
European 

Economic Area

4%
Any other 
country

55% 21% 7% 11% 6%

Single 
adult

Single adult 
& child(ren)

Couple Couple 
& child(ren)

Other

e.g. Leeds  £150   - £73   =   £77
Private   Social    Difference
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Average difference between weekly rent for new Social Rent 
General Needs households and private sector rents (social rent lower)

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/social-housing-lettings-in-england-april-2017-to-march-2018
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