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Updated Outbreak Assessment #18 

African Swine fever in Eastern Europe  
2 November 2018    Ref: VITT/1200 ASF in Eastern Europe 

Disease report 

Since our last report on the 31st August 2018, there have been more cases of ASF in 
domestic pigs and wild boar in Eastern Europe with the first cases in wild boar in Bulgaria. 
The numbers of outbreaks in domestic pigs (backyard and commercial) in September and 
October are summarised in the table below for each country. 

Table. Numbers of ASF outbreaks reported in domestic pigs (backyard and commercial) 
between July and October 2018. 

  July August September October Total 

Bulgaria 0 1 0 0 1 
Czech 
Republic 0 0 0 0 0 

Latvia 4 3 0 0 7 

Lithuania 20 7 0 2 29 

Moldova 4 2 7 9 22 

Poland 36 27 4 0 67 

Romania 343 248 171 94 856 

Russia 18 4 4 1 27 

Ukraine 12 15 15 4 46 

Hungary 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 437 307 201 110 1055 

The map below shows the ASF outbreaks in domestic pigs and cases in wild boar this 
year. 
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Bulgaria: No more outbreaks have been reported in domestic pigs since the first 
occurrence in August. However, there have been several outbreaks in backyard pigs and 
wild boar in southern Romania along the border with Bulgaria (see map) and spread into 
Bulgaria would not be unexpected. It is therefore not surprising that a case in wild boar 
was reported in northern Bulgaria on the Black Sea in Drobrich on 31 October. This 
involved four positive animals in hunted wild boar in the municipality of Kavarna. It is 
therefore likely that ASF is well established in the wild boar population in north-east 
Bulgaria and outbreaks may be expected in domestic pigs. 

Situation assessment 

ASF is continuing to spread in Eastern Europe, particularly in Romania, and last month the 
disease was reported in hunted wild boar in north-eastern Bulgaria, probably through 
spread from infected wild boar in southern Romania. While ASF has now spread across 
much of Romania, particularly in the south (see map), the monthly number of outbreaks in 
domestic pigs in Romania appears to be reducing considerably over the last two months 
(see Table). Similarly in Poland the number of outbreaks in domestic pigs was greatly 
reduced in September with none in October. Thus, overall between July and October, the 
total number of outbreaks has reduced by four-fold. However, many cases of ASF have 
been reported in wild boar in Poland particularly in the north near the Russian exclave of 
Kaliningrad and along the eastern border with Belarus. ASF cases are still being reported 
in the Heves region of Hungary with multiple wild boar cases in the Baltic States and also 
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in the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad. The winter typically sees an increase in ASF cases, 
and this may yet occur. 

Conclusion 

Despite the large reduction in the number of ASF outbreaks in domestic pigs in Eastern 
Europe since July, the disease is still present across much of the region with large 
numbers of cases in wild boar and is still spreading. The risk therefore remains at 
MEDIUM for the entry of contaminated or infected products into UK both over the last 
month and looking forward, given the ongoing situation in Eastern Europe, and recent 
reports of ASF in wild boar in Belgium.  

The risk of exposure to the pig population in the UK is still dependent on the level of 
biosecurity on pig premises and is still considered to be LOW, although the situation is 
being kept under review. 

We would like to highlight to all pig keepers and the public to ensure pigs are not fed 
catering waste, kitchen scraps or pork products, thereby observing the swill feeding ban. 
All pig keepers should be aware that visitors to their premises should not have had recent 
contact with affected regions. Anybody returning from the affected EU MSs should avoid 
contact with domestic pigs, whether commercial holdings or smallholdings, areas with feral 
pigs or wild boar, until they are confident they have no contaminated clothing, footwear or 
equipment. Although mortality in infected animals is almost 100%, the initial rate of ASF 
spread in a pig farm can be slow, therefore the possibility of ASF should be considered 
even for single pigs with haemorrhagic lesions, lethargy, skin discolouration or 
petechiation and high fever.  

Pigs suspected to be affected with African or classical swine fever must be reported 
immediately to APHA - please see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/african-swine-fever for 
more information. Pig keepers and veterinarians should remind themselves of the clinical 
signs for ASF and images and descriptions of clinical signs and pathology of ASF are 
provided on this link: https://www.flickr.com/photos/defragovuk/sets/72157694954571532/  

A campaign to highlight the dangers of swill feeding and more information can be found on 
this link. We would like to remind the public that any feeding of meat products, including 
the feeding of swill, kitchen scraps and catering waste, to wild boar or feral pigs is also 
illegal. A poster for pig keepers summarising actions they can take can be downloaded 
here: http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/surveillance/diseases/african-swine-fever-
poster.pdf 

Please also see the EFSA ASF animation which has been translated in several languages 
(BG, ES, HU, LT, RO, UK, CS, ET, HR, LV, SK, SL, DA, EL, FI, NL, PT, SV, EN, IT, FR, 
DE, PL) and the subtitles are now available on YouTube. Click on settings and subtitles to 
change to your preferred language. 

 

We will continue to monitor the situation.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/african-swine-fever
https://www.flickr.com/photos/defragovuk/sets/72157694954571532/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pig-keepers-warned-not-to-feed-kitchen-scraps-to-pigs-due-to-african-swine-fever-risk
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/surveillance/diseases/african-swine-fever-poster.pdf
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/surveillance/diseases/african-swine-fever-poster.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyQ4t1wHl2M
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