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Application Form - WML-CL21 - Annex B (All England)
To become a Registered Consultant for the Bat Low Impact Class Licence 
 
Please note  - Applications need to be submitted electronically by email to the BatLowImpactCL@naturalengland.org.uk mailbox using the 'Submit form' button at the bottom of the application.
 
Before you fill in this form you must: 
download and save it to your computersave your changes 
If you don't do this, you are at risk of losing your changes to the form.  (We recommend you don't use a tablet or mobile device. Please ensure you provide all the information requested.   
Please ensure you provide all the information requested. The red boxes indicate mandatory fields and the form cannot be submitted until all required fields are completed.  
 
Please do not submit additional documents or text in the cover email as they will not be considered.  
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  SECTION 1 - BACKGROUND INFORMATION
   7. Which counties do you tend to cover?
   8. If you have taken time off in the last 4 years for maternity / paternity leave or due to long term sick leave or compassionate leave whilst in continuous employment please let us know. We will, in these circumstances, take this into consideration when reviewing your application, particularly in relation to Continued Professional Development requirements
If Yes, please select reason
a. For The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) OR The Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) OR The Chartered Institute of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) OR Royal Society of Biology 
-         Associate for a minimum of three years, or
-         Full member (no minimum time period) 
   9. You must be a member of a professional body. We set out the requirements for 6 professional bodies which we will accept and will consider other professional bodies on a case by case basis, however you must be able to demonstrate equivalence (in terms of code of practice, standards, disciplinary procedures and CPD requirements) and explain this.
b. For Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICs) 
-         Associate in the Land pathway for a minimum of three years, or
-         Full member in the Land pathway (no minimum time period)
c. For Landscape Institute
-         Membership level (Academic, Licentiate (min 3 years), Fellow, Chartered)
d. Other
 10. Are you subject to a pending or on-going disciplinary hearing or investigation, or been subject to a disciplinary hearing/action from any professional body within the last two years? If 'Yes', you are advised to inform us unless the outcome of any disciplinary hearing or action was 'no case to answer' (or the complaint was not upheld).
Q10 Are you subject to a pending or on-going disciplinary hearing or investigation
Natural England will only take this information into account should an applicant meet the criteria - at which point, the details and relevance of any disciplinary investigation/action will be considered.  The relevant professional body may also be contacted for information.
  SECTION 2 - EXPERIENCE AND LICENCES HELD
 11. Do you hold a current Bat Class Survey Licence (minimum level 2 required) 
Q11 Do you hold a Bat Class Survey Licence
 12. Please provide the licence references for the last 3 years (excluding this current year) which you have held a current level 2 (minimum) bat class survey licence (or equivalent)
d. I confirm I have submitted all bat survey licence returns in a timely fashion and in accordance with the licence requirements (excluding your current licence return as this is not applicable) 
Confirm methods covered by this licence include:
Confirm methods covered by this licence include:
Q12d Confirm that you have submitted all bat survey licence returns
Confirm methods covered by this licence include:
You must have held a Bat Class Survey licence (minimum level 2, WML-CL18), or equivalent, for at least 3 years
This is a mandatory requirement
 13. I confirm that I submit my survey records to the relevant Local Records Centre(s)
Q13 Confirm that you submit survey records to relevant Local Records Centre(s)
 14. Please complete one of the categories below in which you are best able to demonstrate your licensing and other similar experience. You must have been the Named Ecologist or Licensee on any licences you use as evidence to support your application.
There are 3 scenarios to choose from. Please check the licences granted, which you use to support your 
application, to ensure that the details you provide are correct and accurate. Note: If you have had a break for 
reasons set out in Q8 within the last 4 years you can provide details of licences over the last 5 years.
A maximum of two bat mitigation licences granted since 2016 for up to three of the following species may be used as supporting evidence: common pipistrelle; soprano pipistrelle; brown long-eared; Natterer's; Daubenton's; whiskered; and Brandt's, in small numbers for low conservation status roosts (day, night, feeding perches, transitional/occasional). Any such licences listed will be subject to additional checks to ensure that they demonstrate a sufficient level of experience to be accepted as supporting evidence.
Scenario 1 
at least 5 mitigation licences* in the last 4 year period covering at least 5 species, including at least one species from each of the following species groups - Pipistrellus, Plecotus, Myotis and / or Rhinolophus**;
Scenario 2 
at least 3 mitigation licences* and 3 scientific research/project licences*** in the last 4 year period  covering at least 5 species, including at least one species from each of the following species groups - Pipistrellus, Plecotus, Myotis and / or Rhinolophus**;
Scenario 3
at least 2 mitigation licences* and 2 scientific research/project licences** in the last 4 year period  covering at least 5 species, including at least one species from each of the following species groups - Pipistrellus, Plecotus, Myotis and / or Rhinolophus**, to be an active member of your local bat group and to be a Natural England Registered Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor trainer (Level 2 VBRV), actively undertaking Bat Advice visits as an official duty under the Bat Advice Contract
Important Advice: A modification to an existing licence does not count as a 'new' licence granted
*   For all of the above, at least one mitigation licence (on which you were the named ecologist) must have been granted within the last 12 months, except if you have had a break for a reason set out in Q8, where 24 months will apply
**  Please note that the Bat Low Impact Licence does not cover Rhinolophus. 
***To use a scientific research/project licence (granted for science and education and/or ringing/marking) as evidence of your experience you must be/have been the licensee
  SCENARIO 1
  SCENARIO 2
  SCENARIO 3
a. Mitigation Licence 1
v. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
 iii. Species covered:
 iv. Roosts/sites involved:
Q14a v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
Dates must be entered in the DD/MM/YYYY format.
b. Whether you personally assessed the impacts
Q14a v Whether you personally assessed the impacts
c. Whether you personally designed the licence proposal (mitigation methods, compensation, etc.)
Q14a v Whether you personally designed the licence proposal
Q14a v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the works
d. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the licensed works
vi. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vii. Which of the following licensed works you personally undertook/implemented/oversaw under this licence:
b. Mitigation Licence 2
v. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
 iii. Species covered:
 iv. Roosts/sites involved:
Q14b v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
b. Whether you personally assessed the impacts
Q14b v Whether you personally assessed the impacts
c. Whether you personally designed the licence proposal (mitigation methods, compensation, etc.)
Q14b v Whether you personally designed the licence proposal
Q14b v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the works
d. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the licensed works
vi. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vii. Which of the following licensed works you personally undertook/implemented/oversaw under this licence:
c. Mitigation Licence 3
v. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
 iii. Species covered:
 iv. Roosts/sites involved:
Q14c v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
b. Whether you personally assessed the impacts
Q14c v Whether you personally assessed the impacts
c. Whether you personally designed the licence proposal (mitigation methods, compensation, etc.)
Q14c v Whether you personally designed the licence proposal
Q14c v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the works
d. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the licensed works
vi. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vii. Which of the following licensed works you personally undertook/implemented/oversaw under this licence:
d. Mitigation Licence 4
v. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
 iii. Species covered:
 iv. Roosts/sites involved:
Q14d v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
b. Whether you personally assessed the impacts
Q14d v Whether you personally assessed the impacts
c. Whether you personally designed the licence proposal (mitigation methods, compensation, etc.)
Q14d v Whether you personally designed the licence proposal
Q14d v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the works
d. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the licensed works
vi. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vii. Which of the following licensed works you personally undertook/implemented/oversaw under this licence:
e. Mitigation Licence 5
v. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
 iii. Species covered:
 iv. Roosts/sites involved:
Q14e v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the surveys
b. Whether you personally assessed the impacts
Q14e v Whether you personally assessed the impacts
c. Whether you personally designed the licence proposal (mitigation methods, compensation, etc.)
Q14e v Whether you personally designed the licence proposal
Q14e v Whether you personally undertook the majority of the works
d. Whether you personally undertook the majority of the licensed works
vi. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vii. Which of the following licensed works you personally undertook/implemented/oversaw under this licence:
d. Project Licence 1
iv. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally designed and wrote the project plan
 iii. Species which is/are the focus of the project:
Q14d iv Whether you personally designed and wrote the project plan
b. Whether you personally undertook the project work, this may include managing and coordinating Accredited Agents
Q14d iv Whether you personally undertook the project work
v. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vi. Which of the following licensed methods you personally undertook/implemented under this licence:
vii. Whether a licence return was submitted
Q14d vii Whether a licence return was submitted
e. Project Licence 2
iv. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally designed and wrote the project plan
 iii. Species which is/are the focus of this project:
Q14e iv Whether you personally designed and wrote the project plan
b. Whether you personally undertook the project work, this may include managing and coordinating Accredited Agents
Q14e iv Whether you personally undertook the project work
v. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vi. Which of the following licensed methods you personally undertook/implemented under this licence:
vii. Whether a licence return was submitted
Q14e vii Whether a licence return was submitted
f. Project Licence 3
iv. Please provide confirmation on:
a. Whether you personally designed and wrote the project plan
 iii. Species which is/are the focus of the project:
Q14f iv Whether you personally designed and wrote the project plan
b. Whether you personally undertook the project work, this may include managing and coordinating Accredited Agents
Q14f iv Whether you personally undertook the project work
v. Which of the following licensed methods were permitted. Please be sure to accurately record this
vi. Which of the following licensed methods you personally undertook/implemented under this licence:
vii. Whether a licence return was submitted
Q14f vii Whether a licence return was submitted
f. Bat Group and Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor (VBRV) Licence Information
i. I declare I am an active member of a bat group and have been for > 18 months
Please select which bat group surveys you have actively participated in over the last 18 months:
ii. I declare I am a Natural England Registered Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor trainer (Level 2 VBRV), actively undertaking official Bat Advice visits under Natural England's Bat Advice Contract
iii. Licensable activities used in the last 4 years as a VBRV:
  SECTION 3 - ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE HISTORY
 15. Have you or any person listed in the application been convicted of any wildlife-related or animal welfare offence*, in the last 5 years, which is not spent under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974?
Q15 Have you or any person listed in the application been convicted of any wildlife-related or animal welfare offence
 16. Are you currently working on or have you worked, as the Named Ecologist, on a Bat Mitigation licence from 2010 which has resulted in an enforcement letter(s) being issued by Natural England?
Q16 Are you working/have you worked on a Bat Mitigation licence which has resulted in an enforcement letter
Natural England will only take this information into account should an applicant meet the criteria, at which point the details and relevance will be considered.
*You do not have to declare conviction if the person concerned is: (1) a rehabilitated person for the purposes of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 and their conviction is treated as spent; or (2) in respect of such an offence, a court has made an order discharging them absolutely.
  SECTION 4 - CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
 17. Please provide details of what continuing professional development (CPD) specifically for bats you have undertaken in the last 12 months  - to ensure knowledge, skills and experience are up to date, including for example, survey methods (and equipment), field skills, application and design of relevant mitigation and compensation methods, etc. 
We are looking for a minimum of 15 hours of CPD of structured bat learning. Structured learning can include, for example, formal home studies, teaching, technical authorship, supervisor research, mentoring, secondments, technical parties and committees, attendance at courses, conferences, etc.
Have you completed at least 15 hours of structured bat related CPD in the last 12 months, or 24 months if you have selected 'Yes' to Q8?
a. Attendance at bat related training course
Q17a CPD - Attendance at bat related training course
In the CPD breakdown below, the text boxes are limited to 1250 characters (approx. 250 words), so please be very concise when providing CPD details.
b. Attendance at bat related conference
Q17b CPD - Attendance at bat related conference
c. Secondment or staff exchange
Q17c CPD - Secondment or staff exchange
d. Technical committee or party
Q17d CPD - Technical Committee or party
e. Supervised research
Q17e CPD - Supervised Research
f.  Formal home study, such as distance learning
Q17g CPD - Formal home study
g. Technical authorship (e.g. preparation of material for courses, technical meetings or publication in the technical press)
Q17g CPD - Technical Authorship
h. Attendance as a participant or lecturer (members working in education should seek opportunities other than lecturing, researching and teaching as structured CPD) at short courses and seminars
Q17h CPD - Participant or lecturer at short courses and seminars
i. Project experience (where this is new to the member concerned and involved a structured learning process)
Q17i CPD - Project Experience
j.  Teaching e.g. part time lecturing and presentations to colleagues
Q17j CPD - Teaching
k. Consultee on bat related topics of professional interest
Q17k CPD - Consultee on bat related topics of professional interest
l.  Other
Q17l CPD - Other
  SECTION 5 - DATA PROTECTION
Using and Sharing Your Information
 
Who is collecting my data?
The data controller is the Natural England, Foss House, Kings Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green, York, Y01 7PX. You can contact the Natural England Data Protection Manager at: Natural England, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, WR5 2NP; foi@naturalengland.org.uk.
Any questions about how we are using your personal data and your associated rights should be sent to the above contact. The Data Protection Officer responsible for monitoring that Natural England is meeting the requirements of the legislation is: Defra group Data Protection Officer, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, SW Quarter, 2nd floor, Seacole Block, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF. DefraGroupDataProtectionOfficer@defra.gsi.gov.uk.
What of my data is being collected and how is it used? What is the legal basis for the processing?
The information on the licence application form and any supporting material will be used by Natural England to undertake our licensing functions. This will include, but is not limited assessing your application, issuing a licence if applicable, monitoring compliance with licence conditions and collating licence returns and reports. The personal information we will process will include, but is not limited to your name and contact details, customer type and reasons for wanting a licence.
Processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the data controller. That task is to conduct the licensing functions as delegated by Defra to Natural England under Part 8 Agreement under section 78 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006
Who will my data be shared with?
Your personal data may be shared by us with the Department for Food, Environment and Rural Affairs and its executive agencies including the Rural Payments Agency and the Environment Agency.  This will be used to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of our work.
It may also be shared with:
·         Your professional membership body.
 
We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
If you are relying on my consent to process my data, can I withdraw my consent?
No, because the processing is not based on consent.
How long will my data be held for?
Your personal data will be kept by us for 7 years after the expiry of your licence or longer if stated in the licence conditions.
 
 18. Attendance at a workshop will be mandatory to become a Registered Consultant - please confirm you are willing to attend such a workshop
 19. I declare the information given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply to become a Registered Consultant for the Bat Mitigation Class Licence in accordance with the information I have provided
If completing this form electronically, you can insert an electronic signature OR tick this box to confirm
the declaration
Natural England reserve the right to make the final decision
  SECTION 6 - DECLARATIONS
We cannot process your application if you do not tick this box
What will happen if I don't provide the data?
Failure to provide this information will mean that Natural England will not be able process your licence application.
Will my data be used for automated decision-making or profiling?
The information you provide is not connected with individual decision making (making a decision solely by automated means without any human involvement) or profiling (automated processing of personal data to evaluate certain things about an individual).
Will my data be transferred outside of the EEA?
The data you provide will not be transferred outside the European Economic Area.
What are my rights?
A list of your rights under the General Data Protection Regulation, the Data Protection Act 2018, is accessible at: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/individual-rights/
How do I complain?
You have the right to lodge a complaint with the ICO (supervisory authority) at any time. Should you wish to exercise that right full details are available at: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/individual-rights/
Natural England's Information Charter can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england/about/personal-information-charter
 
 
Important Advice:
Any person who in order to obtain a licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnished a document or information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any person found guilty of such an offence is liable, on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to an unlimited fine, or to both. 
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