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Integrated Referrals: Ex-Forces: York City promoting best practice through LGA with a
that aims to identify benefits of asking the armed forces question to recipients
of adult social care to provide identification of their community and provision of data
and so lead to financial savings, better social outcomes and compliance with the AF
Covenant and Care Act. It links to NHS and GPs.
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New Website: Totally revamped and much more user friendly with some great
including e-learning self-teach packages and well worth some time to
browse through it and use to combat myths and encourage positive progress.

Veteran ID Cards: Min DPV -|veterans will keep military ID[to maintain emotional
connection, allow service leavers to be identified easily, aiding transition to civilian
life. Charities, Veterans UK, local authorities and GPs will benefit as they will not have
to conduct time-consuming checks to identify veterans.

AF Cov Fund Trust: |29 grants totalling £415,217| under Local Grants priority.This
round included great local projects supporting community integration by encouraging
Armed Forces and Civilian communities to come together. A great opportunity to
raise awareness within local community of the role of the armed forces.

Defence Committee: Its Iatestl regort|into AF Cov says “..new arrangements must
be kept under review, so that momentum is maintained on .. pledges. We
therefore recommend that an element of independent scrutiny must be
built into monitoring the Covenant” - this is the space we operate in.
[Summaryflconclusions and recommendations]{full report: |

Military-Suicides: Myths continue, but| reality|is rate among males aged 16-59 years
in UK general population in 2016 (latest data available) was 18 per 100,000 compared
to UK Armed Forces rate of 8 per 100,000 in 2017 i.e. military are significantly lower.

Mental Health Services: A new||eaf|et|summarising the available services and options
has been released. This should greatly improve access for veterans.

GP Access: RCGP launched a scheme that should improve ex-forces registration at GP
Surgeries and so access to primary care, it detailsfor practices. Background
based on pilots in Yorkshire/Midlands. Veterans should be strongly encouraged to
register with their GP by Read Code in accordance with this charter. All Members
could check their local surgeries are displaying a poster like thisand website.
Initiative also being extended to|hospita|s|— good news - make others aware of it.

Homelessness:| Legislation|significant|y reformed - Homelessness Reduction Act 2017,
wef 3rd April, 2018 - duties on local authorities to intervene earlier, irrespective if
applicant has 'priority need' or 'intentionally homeless'. Revised code of Guidance for
LAs, with information specific to Armed Forces community - five key changes

Veterans — Attitudes: Interesting SSAFA| regort|about what their veterans feel, what
society thinks and shows mismatch with You.Gov reIated summarised in Daily
Telegraph item. There are supporting parallels that indicate some real areas where
advocating would deliver better understanding.



https://www.local.gov.uk/armed-forces-covenant-implementation-city-york
https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/veterans-to-retain-military-id-allowing-easier-access-to-services
http://www.covenantfund.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Grants-awarded-under-the-Armed-Forces-Covenant-Local-Grants-programme-July-2018-annoucement.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/defence-committee/news-parliament-2017/armed-forces-covenant-report-published-17-19/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmdfence/707/70703.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmdfence/707/70712.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmdfence/707/70702.htm
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/694148/20180327-UK_AF_Suicide_National_Statistic_2018_O.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Militaryhealthcare/veterans-families-reservists/Documents/673_NHS%20Veterans%27%20Mental%20Health%20leaflet%20S17%20Online.pdf
http://www.aldergate.co.uk/website/M83032/files/Armed%20Forces%20Veteran%20Friendly%20Accreditation%20FAQs.pdf
http://www.suffolkmilitarycovenant.org.uk/news/gp-practices-across-the-country-to-become-veteran-friendly/
https://hht-nhs.co.uk/latest-news/armed-forces-veteran-friendly-accredited-gp-practice/
https://improvement.nhs.uk/documents/1681/Veteran_Aware_leaflet_FINAL_140917.pdf
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN01164#fullreport
https://www.ssafa.org.uk/duty
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/06/24/military-veterans-struggling-adapt-civilian-life-mods-tick-box2/

