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The Secretary of State makes the following Rules in exercise of the 
powers conferred upon him by sections 29 to 31 and 36 of the Registered 
Designs Act 1949a.

In accordance with section 8(1) of the Tribunals and Inquiries Act 1992b the 
Secretary of State has consulted the Council on Tribunals.

a 1949 c. 88; sections 29 to 31 and 36 were amended by section 272 of, and paragraphs 18 to 20 

and 26 of Schedule 3 to, the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (c. 48) and sections 30 and 

36 were amended by regulation 9 of, and paragraphs 9 and 11 of Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 to, 

SI 2001/3949.

b 1992 c. 53.
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Part 1

Introductory

Citation and commencement

1. These Rules may be cited as the Registered Designs Rules 2006 and shall 
come into force on 1 October 2006.

Interpretation

2. (1) In these Rules 
 
“the Act” means the Registered Designs Act 1949; 
 
“the journal” means the journal published under rule 44(1); and “section” 
means a section of the Act.

(2) Where a time or period has been altered under rules 19(1) or 39 to 41, 
any reference in these Rules to the time or period shall be construed as a 
reference to the time or period as altered.

Forms

3. (1) The forms of which the use is required by these Rules are those set out 
in Schedule 1.

(2) Such a requirement to use a form is satisfied by the use of a form which 
is acceptable to the registrar and contains the information required by the 
form as so set out.

Part 2

Applications for registration

Applications for registration and formal requirements

Applications

4. (1) An application for the registration of a design or designs shall be made on 
Form DF2A and—

(a) shall include the identity of the person making the application; and

(b) in relation to each design, shall either—

(i) include a representation of the design; or
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(ii) be accompanied by a specimen of the design, and it shall be 
accompanied by the prescribed fee.

(2) But an application for the registration of a design or designs, which is a 
subsequent application for the purposes of section 3B(3), shall be made 
on Form DF2B and be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

(3) Where an application includes a representation of the design, 
the applicant may give his consent for its publication on Form 
DF2A or Form DF2B.

(4) Where a person purports to file something under section 3(1) and—

(a) it is not in the form prescribed by either paragraph (1) or (2); or

(b) it is not accompanied by the prescribed fee, 

the registrar shall notify that person accordingly.

(5) A representation or specimen filed under paragraph (1)(b) may be 
accompanied by a brief description of the design.

(6) A specimen may not be filed under paragraph (1)(b) if it is hazardous or 
perishable; and where such a specimen is so filed it shall be disregarded.

(7) An application for the registration of a design which is a repeating surface 
pattern shall only be treated as such if—

(a) the representation or specimen filed under paragraph (1)(b) includes 
the complete pattern and a sufficient portion of the repeat in length 
and width to show how the pattern repeats; and

(b) the application contains a statement that it relates to a repeating 
surface pattern.

Formal requirements

5. (1) An application for the registration of a design shall comply with the first 
and second requirement.

(2) The first requirement is that the applicant has specified the product to 
which the design is intended to be applied or in which it is intended to 
be incorporated.

(3) The second requirement is that the dimensions of any specimen of the 
design filed under rule 4(1)(b)(ii) shall not exceed 29.7cm x 21cm x 1cm.

(4) Where the applicant files a representation of the design after being 
notified under rule 8(1) that the application does not comply with the 
second requirement—

(a) that representation shall be deemed to have been filed under rule 
4(1)(b)(i); and
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(b) any specimen filed under rule 4(1)(b)(ii) shall be treated as not 
having been filed.

(5) Nothing done to comply with the first requirement shall be taken to affect 
the scope of the protection conferred by the registration of a design.

Disclaimers

Partial disclaimers

6. (1) An application for the registration of a design may be accompanied by a 
disclaimer which—

(a) limits the scope or extent of protection being applied for in relation 
to the design; or

(b) indicates that the application for registration relates to a design that 
forms only a part of the appearance of a product.

Convention applications

Convention applications

7. (1) Where an application for the registration of a design or designs is 
made by virtue of section 14 the applicant shall comply with the 
following provisions.

(2) The application shall contain a declaration specifying—

(a) the date of making of each convention application; and

(b) the country it was made in or in respect of.

(3) The applicant shall, before the end of the period of 3 months beginning 
with the date on which the application was filed, file at the Patent Office 
a copy of the representation of the design that was the subject of each 
convention application.

(4) A copy of the representation filed under paragraph (3) shall be—

(a) duly certified by the authority with which it was filed; or

(b) verified to the satisfaction of the registrar.

(5) Paragraph (3) shall not apply where a copy of the convention application 
is kept at the Patent Office.

(6) Where any document relating to the convention application is in 
a language other than English or Welsh, the registrar may direct 
the applicant to provide a translation of the whole or any part 
of that document.
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(7) The translation shall be filed before the end of the period of 3 months 
beginning with the date of the direction.

(8) Where the applicant—

(a) fails to file a copy of the representation of the design which has been 
certified or verified in accordance with paragraph (4); or

(b) fails to comply with a direction given under paragraph (6),

the convention application shall be disregarded for the purposes of 
section 14(2).

(9) In this rule “convention application” means an application for the 
protection of a design which has been made in a convention country.

Examination of application, representations for 
publication and time limits

Substantive and formal examination of application

8. (1) Where it appears to the registrar that he should refuse to register a design 
included in an application—

(a) by reason of the application for the registration of that design not 
being made in accordance with any of these Rules, other than rule 
9(2) (see section 3A(2)); or

(b) by reason of section 3A(3) or (4), he shall notify the 
applicant accordingly.

(2) The notification shall include a statement of why it appears to the registrar 
that he should refuse to register the design (for the purposes of this rule 
the “statement of objections”).

(3) The applicant may, before the end of the period of 2 months beginning 
with the date of the notification, send his written observations on the 
statement of objections to the registrar.

(4) The registrar shall give the applicant an opportunity to be heard.

(5) Where the registrar refuses to register a design included in an application, 
he shall send to the applicant the written reasons for his decision.

(6) The date on which the written reasons were sent to the applicant shall be 
deemed to be the date of the decision for the purposes of any appeal.

Representation of design for publication

9. (1) Where the registrar decides that he should not refuse to register the 
design for the reasons mentioned in rule 8(1)(a) or (b) and—
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(a) no representation of the design has been filed; or

(b) a representation has been filed but it is not suitable for publication, 
the registrar shall direct the applicant to provide a suitable 
representation.

(2) Where a direction is given, the applicant shall, before the end of the 
period of 3 months beginning with the date of the direction, file a suitable 
representation (otherwise the registrar may refuse to register the design: 
see section 3A(2)).

(3) Where a suitable representation has been filed, the applicant shall file his 
consent for its publication on Form DF2C.

(4) But paragraph (3) shall not apply where the applicant consented to 
publication in accordance with rule 4(3).

(5) In this rule “suitable representation” means a representation of the design 
which is suitable for publication.

 Time limits under section 3(5) and section 3B

10. (1) The time prescribed for the purposes of section 3(5) shall be 12 months 
beginning with the date on which the application for registration of the 
design was made or treated as made (disregarding section 14).

(2) The period prescribed for the purposes of section 3B(3) shall be 
the period of 2 months beginning with the date on which the earlier 
application was modified under section 3B(3).

Part 3

Designs after registration

Publication

Publication

11. (1) When a design has been registered, the registrar shall publish a 
representation of that design in the journal as soon as possible after the 
certificate of registration is granted.

(2) When the registrar publishes the representation, he may also publish any 
other information he thinks is relevant to that design.

(3) The representation published under paragraph (1) shall be the 
representation filed under rule 4(1)(b)(i) or 9(2) or as mentioned in rule 5(4).
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Duration of rights and surrender

Extension of duration of right in registered design

12. (1) An application for an extension under section 8(2) or 8(4) shall be made 
on Form DF9A.

(2) An application under section 8(2) may only be made during the period 
of 6 months ending with the date on which the relevant period of 
5 years expires.

(3) On receipt of the prescribed renewal fee the registrar shall notify the 
registered proprietor of the extension of the right in the registered design.

(4) Where the right in a registered design has ceased to have effect by reason 
of section 8(3), the registrar shall, before the end of the period of 6 weeks 
beginning with the date on which the right ceased, send written notice to 
the registered proprietor of that fact.

(5) But paragraph (4) shall not apply where the renewal fee and the 
prescribed additional fee is paid before a notice is sent.

Restoration of a lapsed right in a design under section 8A

13. (1) An application for the restoration of the right in a design under 
section 8A shall—

(a) be made on Form DF29; and

(b) be supported by evidence of the statements made in the application.

(2) The period prescribed for the purposes of section 8A(1) shall be the 
period of 12 months beginning with the date on which the registered 
design ceased to have effect.

(3) The notice of the application shall be published in the journal.

(4) Where, upon consideration of that evidence, the registrar is not satisfied 
that a case for an order under section 8A has been made out, he shall 
notify the applicant accordingly.

(5) The applicant may, before the end of the period of 1 month beginning with 
the date of that notification, request to be heard by the registrar.

(6)  Where the applicant requests a hearing, the registrar shall give him an 
opportunity to be heard; after which the registrar shall determine whether 
the application under section 8A shall be granted or refused.

(7) Where the registrar decides not to make the order he shall give the 
applicant written reasons for his refusal.
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Cancellation of registration

14. (1) A request under section 11 to cancel the registration of a design shall be 
made on Form DF19C.

Part 4

Proceedings heard before the registrar

Conduct of proceedings

Procedure for applying for a declaration of invalidity

15. (1) An application for a declaration of invalidity under section 11ZB shall—

(a) be made on Form DF19A; and

(b) include a statement of the grounds on which the application is made.

(2) The statement of grounds shall include a concise statement of the facts 
and grounds on  which the applicant relies and shall be verified by a 
statement of truth.

(3) The registrar shall send a copy of Form DF19A and the statement of case 
to the registered proprietor.

(4) The registrar shall specify a period within which the registered proprietor 
shall file a counter- statement.

(5) The registered proprietor, within that period, shall—

(a) file his counter-statement on Form DF19B; and

(b) send a copy of it to the applicant,

otherwise the registrar may treat him as not opposing the application.

(6) In his counter-statement the registered proprietor shall—

(a) include a concise statement of the facts on which he relies;

(b) state which of the allegations in the statement of grounds he denies;

(c) state which of the allegations he is unable to admit or deny, but which 
he requires the applicant to prove;

(d) state which allegations he admits, 

and it shall be verified by a statement of truth.
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(7) In this Part—

(a) “statement of case” means the statement of grounds filed by 
the applicant or the counter- statement filed by the registered 
proprietor; and

(b) references to the statement of case include part of the 
statement of case.

Evidence rounds

16. (1) When the period specified under rule 15(4) has expired, the registrar shall 
specify the periods within which evidence may be filed by the parties.

(2) Where the applicant for a declaration of invalidity files no evidence (other 
than his statement of grounds) in support of his application, the registrar 
may treat him as having withdrawn his application.

(3) The registrar may, at any time if he thinks fit, give leave to either party to 
file evidence upon such terms as he thinks fit.

(4) Under this rule, evidence shall only be considered to be filed when—

(a) it has been received by the registrar; and

(b) it has been sent to all other parties to the proceedings.

(5) The registrar shall give the parties an opportunity to be heard.

(6) Where any party requests to be heard, the registrar shall send to the 
parties notice of a date for the hearing.

Decision of registrar on invalidity

17. (1) When the registrar has made a decision on the application for a 
declaration of invalidity, he shall send to the parties written notice of it, 
stating the reasons for his decision.

(2) The date on which the decision was sent to the applicant shall be deemed 
to be the date of the decision for the purposes of any appeal.

Exercise of discretionary powers of registrar

18. (1) The registrar shall give to any applicant for registration of a design an 
opportunity to be heard before exercising adversely to the applicant any 
discretion vested in the registrar by or under the Act.

General powers of registrar in relation to proceedings before him

19. (1) The registrar may extend or shorten (or further extend or shorten) any 
period which has been specified under any provision of this Part.
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(2) At any stage of proceedings before him, the registrar may direct that the 
parties to the proceedings attend a case management conference or 
pre-hearing review.

(3) Except where the Act or these Rules otherwise provide, the registrar may 
give such directions as to the management of the proceedings as he 
thinks fit, and in particular he may—

(a) require a document, information or evidence to be filed;

(b) require a translation of any document;

(c) require a party or a party’s legal representative to attend a hearing;

(d) hold a hearing and receive evidence by telephone or by using any 
other method of direct oral communication;

(e) allow a statement of case to be amended;

(f) stay the whole, or any part, of the proceedings either generally or until 
a specified date or event;

(g) consolidate proceedings;

(h) direct that part of any proceedings be dealt with as 
separate proceedings.

(4) The registrar may control the evidence by giving directions as to—

(a) the issues on which he requires evidence;

(b) the nature of the evidence which he requires to decide 
those issues; and

(c) the way in which the evidence is to be placed before him,

and the registrar may use his power under this paragraph to exclude 
evidence which would otherwise be admissible.

(5) When the registrar gives directions under any provision of 
this Part, he may—

(a)  make them subject to conditions; and

(b) specify the consequences of failure to comply with the directions 
or a condition.

Hearings in public

20. (1) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (4), any hearing before the registrar of 
proceedings between two or more parties relating to an application for a 
registered design or a registered design, shall be held in public.
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(2) Any party to the proceedings may apply to the registrar for the hearing to 
be held in private.

(3) The registrar shall only grant an application under paragraph (2) where—

(a) it is in the interests of justice for the hearing to be in held 
in private; and

(b) all the parties to the proceedings have had an opportunity to be 
heard on the matter, and where the application is granted the hearing 
shall be in private.

(4) Any hearing of an application under paragraph (2) shall be held in private.

(5) In this rule a reference to a hearing includes any part of a hearing.

(6) Nothing in this rule shall prevent a member of the Council of Tribunals or 
of its Scottish Committee from attending a hearing.

Evidence in proceedings before the registrar

21. (1) Subject as follows, evidence filed under this Part may be given—

(a) by witness statement, statement of case, affidavit, statutory 
declaration; or

(b) in any other form which would be admissible as evidence in 
proceedings before the court.

(2) A witness statement or a statement of case may only be given in evidence 
if it includes a statement of truth.

(3) The general rule is that evidence at hearings is to be by witness statement 
unless the registrar or any enactment requires otherwise.

(4) For the purposes of this Part, a statement of truth—

(a) means a statement that the person making the statement believes 
that the facts stated in a particular document are true; and

(b) shall be dated and signed by—

(i) in the case of a witness statement, the maker of the statement,

(ii) in any other case, the party or his legal representative.

(5) In this Part, a witness statement is a written statement signed by a 
person that contains the evidence which that person would be allowed 
to give orally.
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Miscellaneous

Costs of proceedings

22. The registrar may, in any proceedings before him under the Act, award to 
any party by order such costs as he considers reasonable, and direct how 
and by what parties they are to be paid.

Security for costs

23. (1) The registrar may require a person to give security for the costs of any 
application or appeal mentioned in section 30(3) if—

(a) he is satisfied, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, that 
it is just to require such security; and

(b) one or more of the conditions in paragraph (2) applies.

(2)  The conditions are—

(a) the person is resident outside the United Kingdom but—

(i) not resident in a Brussels Contracting State,

(ii) a Lugano Contracting State, or

(iii) a Regulation State,

as defined in section 1(3) of the Civil Jurisdiction and 
Judgments Act 1982a;

(b) the person is a company or other body (whether incorporated inside 
or outside the United Kingdom) and there is reason to believe that it 
will be unable to pay the other person’s costs if ordered to do so;

(c) the person has changed his address since filing an address for 
service with a view to evading the consequences of the proceedings;

(d) the person has furnished an incorrect address for service;

(e) the person has taken steps in relation to his assets that would make it 
difficult to enforce an order for costs against him;

(f) the person has failed to pay a costs order in relation to previous 
proceedings before the registrar or a court (whether or not the 
proceedings were between the same parties).

(3) In default of such security being given the registrar may treat the 
application or appeal as abandoned.

a 1982 c. 27.
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Registrar shall have the powers of official referee

24. (1) The registrar shall have the powers of an official referee of the Supreme 
Court as regards—

(a) the attendance of witnesses and their examination on oath; and

(b) the discovery and production of documents,

but he shall have no power to punish summarily for contempt.

Minimum notice of hearing

25. (1) The registrar shall not give a person less than 14 days notice of any 
hearing under the Act.

Part 5

The register and other information

Certificate of registration and registrable interests

Certificate of registration

26. (1) The certificate of registration of a design shall include—

(a) the name of the registered proprietor;

(b) the date of registration; and

(c) the registration number of the design.

(2) Any request by the registered proprietor for a copy of the certificate of 
registration shall—

(a) be in writing; and

(b) be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

(3) Before considering the request, the registrar may require the person 
making the request to provide such information or evidence as the 
registrar thinks fit.

Registration of interests

27. (1) The following matters are prescribed for the purposes of section 17(1)(c)—

(a) the registered proprietor’s address for service;
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(b) the grant or cancellation of a licence under a registered design;

(c) the granting or cancelling of a security interest (whether fixed or 
floating) over a registered design or any right in or under it;

(d) an order of a court or other competent authority transferring a 
registered design or any right in or under it.

(2) An application to the registrar to enter in the register a matter 
not mentioned in section 17(1)(a) or (b) or paragraph (1) shall be 
made in writing.

(3) An application under section 19(1) or (2) shall be made on Form DF12A.

(4) Where the registrar has doubts about whether he should enter a matter 
in the register—

(a) he shall inform the person making the application of the reasons for 
his doubts; and

(b) he may require that person to furnish evidence in support of 
the application.

Inspection and information about registered designs

Inspection of register, representations and specimens

28. (1) The register and any representation or specimen of a registered design 
shall be open for inspection at the Patent Office during the hours the 
Patent Office is open for all classes of public business (see rule 45(2)).

(2) Whilst a direction under section 5(1) in respect of a design remains 
in force, no representation or specimen of the design shall be 
open to inspection.

Inspection of documents

29. (1) Where a design has been registered under the Act, there shall be open 
to inspection at the Patent Office on and after the date on which the 
certificate of registration is granted every document kept at the Patent 
Office in connection with that design.

(2) But no document may be inspected—

(a) before the end of the period of 14 days beginning with the day—

(i) it was filed at the Patent Office; or

(ii) received by the registrar or the Patent Office;

(b) where that document was prepared by the registrar or the Patent 
Office for internal use only;
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(c) where the document includes matter—

(i) which in the registrar’s opinion disparages any person in a way 
likely to damage him; or

(ii) the inspection of which would in his opinion be generally 
expected to encourage offensive, immoral or anti-
social behaviour.

(3) Unless, in a particular case, the registrar otherwise directs, no document 
may be inspected —

(a) where—

(i) the document was prepared by the registrar or the Patent Office 
other than for internal use; and

(ii) it contains information which the registrar considers should 
remain confidential;

(b) where it is treated as a confidential document (under rule 30).

(4) In this rule and rule 30 references to a document include 
part of a document.

Confidential information

30. (1) Where a person files a document at the Patent Office or sends it to the 
registrar or the Patent Office, any person may request that the document 
be treated as a confidential document.

(2) A request to treat a document as confidential shall—

(a) be made before the end of the period of 14 days beginning with the 
date on which the document was filed at the Patent Office or received 
by the registrar or at the Patent Office;

(b) include reasons for the request.

(3) Where a request has been made under paragraph (1), the document shall 
be treated as confidential until the registrar refuses that request or makes 
a direction under paragraph (4).

(4) Where it appears that there is good reason for the document to remain 
confidential, the registrar may direct that the document shall be treated 
as a confidential document; otherwise he shall refuse the request made 
under paragraph (1).

(5) But, where the registrar believes there is no longer a good reason for the 
direction under paragraph (4) to remain in force, he shall revoke it.
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Information about rights in registered designs

31. (1) A request for information under section 23 shall be made on Form DF21 
and be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

(2) The request shall—

(a) where the registration number is known by the person making the 
request, include that number; or

(b) in any other case, be accompanied by a representation or specimen 
of the product—

(i) in which the design has been incorporated; or

(ii) to which the design has been applied.

Copies of documents

Copies of entries in, or extracts from, the register

32. An application under section 17(5) for a certified copy of an entry in the 
register or a certified extract from the register shall be made on Form 
DF23 and be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

Copies of representations and specimens

33. (1) A person may apply to the registrar for a certified copy of any 
representation or specimen of a design; and that person shall be entitled 
to such a copy.

(2) An application under paragraph (1) shall be made in writing and be 
accompanied by the prescribed fee.

Alterations and rectification

Alteration of name or address

34. (1) Any person may request that an alteration to his name or address—

(a) be entered in the register; or

(b) be made to any application or other document filed at 
the Patent Office.

(2) A request under paragraph (1) shall in relation to an alteration to—

(a) his name, be made on Form DF16A; and

(b) his address, be made on Form DF16A or in writing.
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(3) Where the registrar has doubts about whether he should make the 
alteration to a name or address—

(a) he shall inform the person making the request of the reason for 
his doubts; and

(b) he may require that person to furnish evidence in support 
of the request.

(4) Where the registrar has no doubts (or no longer has doubts) about 
whether he should make the alteration, it shall be entered in the register or 
made to the application or document.

Notice of rectification of the register

35. (1) The prescribed manner of giving notice to the registrar for the purposes of 
section 20(3) is by giving written notice.

(2) The prescribed manner of service on the registrar for the purposes of 
section 20(4) is by filing a copy of the order at the Patent Office.

Part 6

Miscellaneous

Agents and advisers

Agents

36. (1) Any act required or authorised by the Act to be done by or to any person 
in connection with the registration of a design, or any procedure relating 
to a registered design, may be done by or to an agent authorised by that 
person orally or in writing.

(2) But an agent shall only be treated as authorised under 
paragraph (1) where—

(a) he was nominated by the applicant at the time of—

(i) making his application for registration;

(ii) making his application for a declaration of invalidity under 
section 11ZB; or

(iii) making his application under section 19(1) or (2); or

(b) he has filed Form DF1A.
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(3) Where an agent has been authorised under paragraph (1), the registrar 
may, if he thinks fit in any particular case, require the signature or 
presence of his principal.

Appointing advisers

37. (1) The registrar may appoint an adviser to assist him in any 
proceedings before him.

(2) The registrar shall settle any question or instructions to be submitted or 
given to the adviser.

Correction of irregularities and extensions of time

Correction of irregularities

38. Where the registrar thinks fit, he may rectify any irregularity of procedure—

(a) after giving the parties such notice, and

(b) subject to such conditions, 

as he may direct.

Extension of times or periods prescribed by rules

39. (1) The registrar may, if he thinks fit, extend (or further extend) any time or 
period prescribed by these Rules, except the periods prescribed by—

(a) rule 10(1) (period prescribed for the purposes of section 3(5)); and

(b) rule 13(2) (period for making an application for restoration), (but those 
periods may be extended under rules 38, 40 and 41).

(2) Any extension under paragraph (1) shall be made—

(a) after giving the parties such notice, and

(b) subject to such conditions, as the registrar may direct.

(3) An extension may be granted under paragraph (1) notwithstanding that 
the time or period prescribed by the relevant rule has expired.

Interrupted days

40. (1) The registrar may certify any day as an interrupted day where—

(a) there is an event or circumstance causing an interruption in the 
normal operation of the Patent Office; or
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(b) there is a general interruption or subsequent dislocation in the postal 
services of the United Kingdom.

(2) Any certificate of the registrar made under paragraph (1) shall be posted 
in the Patent Office and advertised in the journal.

(3) The registrar shall, where the time for doing anything under these Rules 
expires on an interrupted day, extend that time to the next following day 
not being an interrupted day (or an excluded day).

(4) In this rule— 
“interrupted day” means a day which has been certified as such 
under paragraph (1); and “excluded day” means a day specified as 
such by rule 46.

Delays in communication services

41. (1) The registrar shall extend any time or period in these Rules where he is 
satisfied that the failure to do something under these Rules was wholly or 
mainly attributed to a delay in, or failure of, a communication service.

(2) Any extension under paragraph (1) shall be—

(a) made after giving the parties such notice; and

(b) subject to such conditions, as the registrar may direct.

(3) In this rule “communication service” means a service by which 
documents may be sent and delivered and includes post, electronic 
communications and courier.

Address for service

Address for service

42. (1) For the purposes of any proceedings under the Act, an address for 
service shall be furnished by—

(a) an applicant for the registration of a design;

(b) a person who makes an application under section 11ZB for a 
declaration of invalidity of a registered design;

(c) the registered proprietor of the design who opposes such 
an application.

(2) The proprietor of a registered design, or any person who has registered 
any interest in a registered design, may furnish an address for 
service on Form DF1A.
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(3) Where a person has furnished an address for service under paragraph 
(1) or (2), he may substitute a new address for service by notifying the 
registrar on Form DF1A.

(4) Amended (S.I. 2009 No.546)

(5) Amended (S.I. 2009 No.546) 
 
An address for service furnished under this rule shall be an address in the 
United Kingdom, another EEA state or the Channel Islands

(6) In this rule “EEA State” means a member State, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein or Norway.

Failure to furnish an address for service 

43. (1) Where—

(a) a person has failed to furnish an address for service under 
rule 42(1); and

(b) the registrar has sufficient information enabling him to contact 
that person, the registrar shall direct that person to furnish an 
address for service.

(2) Where a direction has been given under paragraph (1), the person 
directed shall, before the end of the period of 2 months beginning with the 
date of the direction, furnish an address for service.

(3) Paragraph (4) applies where—

(a) a direction was given under paragraph (1) and the period prescribed 
by paragraph (2) has expired; or

(b) the registrar had insufficient information to give a direction 
under paragraph (1), and the person has failed to furnish an 
address for service.

(4) Where this paragraph applies—

(a) in the case of an applicant for the registration of a design, the 
application shall be treated as withdrawn;

(b) in the case of a person applying under section 11ZB for a declaration 
of invalidity, his application shall be treated as withdrawn; and

(c) in the case of the proprietor who is opposing an application 
under section 11ZB, he shall be deemed to have withdrawn from 
the proceedings.

(5) Amended (S.I. 2009 No.546) 
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In this rule an “address for service” means an address which complies 
with the requirements of rule 42(4).

Miscellaneous

The journal

44. (1) The registrar shall publish a journal which shall contain—

(a) everything which is required by the Act or these Rules to 
be published; and

(b) any other information that the registrar may consider to be generally 
useful or important.

(2) In these Rules “the journal” means the journal published 
under paragraph (1).

Hours of business

45. (1) For the transaction of relevant business by the public the Patent Office 
shall be open—

(a) on Monday to Friday between 9.00am and midnight; and

(b) on Saturday between 9.00am and 1.00pm.

(2) For the transaction of all other business by the public under the Act the 
Patent Office shall be open between 9.00am and 5.00pm.

(3) In this Part “relevant business” means the filing of any application or other 
document except—

(a) an application for an extension under section 8; or

(b) an application for the registration of a design or designs made by 
virtue of section 14.

Excluded days

46. (1) The following shall be excluded days for the transaction by the public of 
business under the Act—

(a) a Sunday;

(b) Good Friday;

(c) Christmas day; or
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(d) a day which is specified or proclaimed to be a bank holiday by or 
under section 1 of the Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971a.

(2) A Saturday shall be an excluded day for the transaction by the public of 
business under the Act, except relevant business (see rule 45(1)).

Transitional provisions and revocation

47. (1) Schedule 2 (transitional provisions) shall have effect.

(2) The instruments set out in Schedule 3 (revocations) are revoked to the 
extent specified.

Sainsbury of Turville 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Science and Innovation 
Department of Trade and Industry 
27 July 2006 

a 1971 c. 80.
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Schedule 1

Forms

Form Number Title Rule

DF1A Appointment or change of agent or 
contact address

36 and 42

DF2A Application to register one 
or more designs

4

DF2B Application to register one or 
more designs divided from an 
earlier application

4

DF2C Application to publish one 
or more designs

9

DF9A Renewal of design registration 12

DF12A Application to record a change 
of ownership or to record or 
cancel a licence or security

27

DF16A Change of proprietor’s 
name or address

34

DF19A Request to invalidate a 
design registration

15

DF19B Notice of counter-statement 15

DF19C Notice by proprietor to cancel 
a registration

14

DF21 Request for a search of the UK 
designs register

31

DF23 Request for a Certified Copy 32

DF29 Request to restore a registration 13



(REV MAY18)                 Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office                 FORM DF1A 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF1A 
Appointment or change of agent or contact address 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Type of Design 
Tick only one. 
 

 UK Designs 

 International Design (UK) 

3. Design number or numbers affected. 
(List on a separate sheet if there is not enough 
space on this form.) 

 

      

4. Full name of the applicant or proprietor. 
 

      

5. Full name and address (including postcode) of 
the new agent or contact address. 

 
 
 
 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 

      

6. Have you been authorised to act in all matters 
relating to the above design or designs? 

 
 

      

 If 'no' please give details of the extent of your 
appointment. 

      

7. Declaration. 
 
 
 Signature of the applicant or their representative. 
 

We have been appointed by the above applicant or 
proprietor. 
 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       
 Date.       
8. Name and daytime phone number of the person 

we should contact in case of query. You may also 
provide your e-mail address. 

 

      

 Number of sheets attached to this form.       

 
Note: 
We suggest you check the proprietor’s name and the designs they own by doing a proprietor search on our website 
www.ipo.gov.uk before you fill in the form. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
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Postcode

Postcode

Designs Form DF2A
Use this form to fi le your application to register a Design
Fee – Up to date fees are published on our website (www.gov.uk/government/publications/design-forms-
and-fees)

As part of the registration process your name, address and details of your design are published.

1. Full name
Proposed owner (as it will appear on the Registration Certifi cate)

Owner type
Note: Specify the owner is an individual, registered company/LLP, 
partnership or trust

Address
If the address is not within the United Kingdom, European 
Economic Area (EEA) or the Channel Islands you must also 
complete section 2 below

Email address
Complete if you have no representative and would like us to 
correspond with you by email.

Country of incorporation 
If registered in USA also enter the ‘State’; for example, ‘Delaware’.

Contact details
Name, daytime telephone number of the person to contact 
in case of a query

2. Representative name
If you have no representative, go to section 3.

Address
The address provided in this section must be in the UK,
European Economic Area (EEA) or the Channel Islands.

Email address
Complete if you would like to correspond via this address

3. Number of Designs
Please confi rm the number of designs you are applying for.

4. Fee Paid
Please ensure the correct fee has been enclosed. 
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About Your Design 
This is the (for example, fi rst) design out of a total of  designs.

You must answer these questions for each design in a multiple application, so copy this sheet as many times as you need.

5. Do you wish to register your Design straight away? Yes  No
Please indicate yes or no here

If you wish to delay registration, detailed guidance notes as to why 
this may be a possible option for you are available with this form

6. What is your Design?
Please tell us what the design is – a chair, wardrobe, 
hosepipe etc

7. Representation of your Design
Please include a representation of your design on the representation sheet provided. 
Further details on how to present your representations are available with this form.

8. Disclaimers and Limitations (Optional)
If you want to disclaim any part of the design; for example, 
no claim is made for the colours shown, you can do so here. 

9. Repeated Surface Pattern (Optional)
Write “RSP” if this is the design of a pattern which repeats across 
the surface of a product; for example, wallpaper here and on your 
representation of the Design

10. Priority Claim (Optional)
If you have applied for this Design outside of the UK in the last six 
months you can claim priority by entering the details here

11. Declaration

Signature
A signature must be supplied

Name
(BLOCK CAPITALS)

Date

12. Your reference
 Complete if you would like us to quote this in 
 communications with you, otherwise leave blank.

Checklist

Please make sure you have remembered to:

Sign and date the form

Complete fee sheet (Form FS2)

Enclose the fee and fee sheet

Enclose the representations of the Design

Where to send

Intellectual Property Offi ce 
Trade Marks Registry 
Concept House
Cardiff Road 
Newport 
South Wales 
NP10 8QQ

Priority Claim Country

Application/Registration Number

Priority Claim

Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-offi ce/about/personal-information-charter



DF2A

Representation of your Design (Please ensure you use one format of representations only; 
that is line drawings OR photographs).
You can use this sheet or present your design on separate plain A4 paper

This is the  (for example, fi rst) design out of a total   designs
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Designs Form DF2B 
Official fee due with this form 
 
Application to register one or more designs divided from an earlier application 
 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 
1. Your reference:       
2. Type of Design 
       Tick only one. 
 

 UK Designs 

 International Design (UK) 

3. Design number of earlier application.       
4. If you are applying for more than one design, please 

state the total number. 
      

How many of these designs do you wish to have 
published and registered immediately? 

      

5. Full name of the applicant.       

 Designs ADP number (if you know it).       

 If you are applying in the name of a company, where 
is it incorporated? 

      

 If incorporated in the USA, in which state is it 
incorporated? 

 
 Your application details, including your name and address, will 

appear on our records both in the office and on the electronic 
register which is searchable by the public. 

      

6. Full name and address (including postcode) of your 
agent or your contact address (including postcode) if 
not the same as in section 4 above. 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it).       

7. Fees enclosed.       
8. Signature of the applicant or their 
 representative. 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       

 Date.       

9. Name and daytime phone number of the person 
we should contact in case of query. You may also 
provide your e-mail address. 

      

How many pages are you sending us? This is sheet 1 of       
 
Note: 
 

Section 6: If this application contains more than one design, attach a Designs Ready Reckoner sheet. 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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This is the       (for example, first) design out of a total of       designs 
 
You must answer these questions for each design in a multiple application, so copy this sheet as many times 
as you need. 
 
A. Name of the applicant. 
 

      

B. Which product or products is the design for? 
 

      

C. How many illustration sheets are there for this 
design? 

 

      

D. Write “RSP” if this is the design of a pattern which 
repeats across the surface of a product, for 
example, wallpaper. 

 

      

E. If you wish, you may give a brief description of 
the design shown in the illustration or sample. 

 

      

F. List any limitations or disclaimers you want to 
record. 

 

      

G. Do you agree that we should publish this 
design as soon as possible?   
Please state yes or no. 

 

      

H. If you are claiming priority from an earlier 
 application to register this design, give these 
details. 

 

Priority date 
 
      

Country 
 
      

Application number 
 
      

I. If the earlier application was made in a different 
name, say how the current applicant has a right 
to apply. If, for example, by assignment of the 
earlier application, give the date of the 
transaction. 

 

      

 
 
Notes:  You MUST answer all of the questions above which are shown in BOLD print. 
 
  Please phone us on 0300 300 2000 if you need help to fill in this form.  
 

Checklist Tick the box if you have included priority documents with this application  
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
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This is the       (for example, first) design out of a total of       designs 
 
You must answer these questions for each design in a multiple application, so copy this sheet as many times 
as you need. 
 
A. Name of the applicant. 
 

      

B. Which product or products is the design for? 
 

      

C. How many illustration sheets are there for this 
design? 

 

      

D. Write “RSP” if this is the design of a pattern which 
repeats across the surface of a product, for 
example, wallpaper. 

 

      

E. If you wish, you may give a brief description of 
the design shown in the illustration or sample. 

 

      

F. List any limitations or disclaimers you want to 
record. 

 

      

G. Do you agree that we should publish this 
design as soon as possible?   
Please state yes or no. 

 

      

H. If you are claiming priority from an earlier 
 application to register this design, give these 
details. 

 

Priority date 
 
      

Country 
 
      

Application number 
 
      

I. If the earlier application was made in a different 
name, say how the current applicant has a right 
to apply. If, for example, by assignment of the 
earlier application, give the date of the 
transaction. 

 

      

 
 
Notes:  You MUST answer all of the questions above which are shown in BOLD print. 
 
  Please phone us on 0300 300 2000 if you need help to fill in this form.  
 

Checklist Tick the box if you have included priority documents with this application  
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
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Illustration sheet 
 
This is the       (for example, first) design out of a total of       designs 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



(REV MAY18)               Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office                      Form DF2C 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF2C 
Official fee for each design due with this form. 

Application to register one or more deferred designs 
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design application number or numbers. 
 

      

3. Filing date of application. 
 

      

4. Full name of the applicant.       

 Designs ADP number (if you know it).       

5. Full name and address (including postcode) of your 
agent (if any). 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 
 

      

6. Fees enclosed. 
 

£       

7. Signature of the applicant or their representative. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       

 Date. 
 

      

8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
Notes:  

You must apply for your design to be registered within one year of applying to register the design. If you do not do so, 
we will treat your application as abandoned. 
 
You need only complete this form if you did not consent to registration in the original application form. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 



(REV MAY18)               Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office                      Form DF2C 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF2C 
Official fee for each design due with this form. 

Application to register one or more deferred designs 
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design application number or numbers. 
 

      

3. Filing date of application. 
 

      

4. Full name of the applicant.       

 Designs ADP number (if you know it).       

5. Full name and address (including postcode) of your 
agent (if any). 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 
 

      

6. Fees enclosed. 
 

£       

7. Signature of the applicant or their representative. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       

 Date. 
 

      

8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
Notes:  

You must apply for your design to be registered within one year of applying to register the design. If you do not do so, 
we will treat your application as abandoned. 
 
You need only complete this form if you did not consent to registration in the original application form. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 

(REV MAY18)              Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office             Form DF9A 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Designs Form DF9A 
Official fee due with this form 
 
Renewal of design registration 
 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design number. 
 

      

3. Full name of the registered proprietor. 
 

      

4. Renewal date. 
 

      

5. Fees:  Amount of renewal fee. £       

Amount of late renewal fee. 
(You must pay this if you are renewing up to 
six months after the renewal date.) 

£       

Total fees. £       

6. If you would like confirmation of renewal sent to an 
address that is not the address of the registered 
proprietor, please give details here. 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 
 

      

7. Signature. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 



(REV MAY18)              Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office               FORM DF12A 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF12A 

Application to record a change of ownership or to record or cancel a 
licence or security 
 

Please read the guidance notes on the back about filling in this form 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design numbers affected. 
(List on a separate sheet if there is not enough space 
on this form.) 

      

3. Full name of the applicant or proprietor showing on 
the register. 

      

To record a change of ownership 
4. Full name and address (including postcode) of the 

new applicant or proprietor. 

      

 To record or cancel a licence or security 
 Write “R” to record or “C” to cancel 

 

5. (a) A licence.       

 (b) A security.       

6. Full name and address (including postcode) of the 
licensee, or person granted a security against the 
design. 

      

All cases 
7. If the new proprietor or the person named in section 6 

above is a corporate body, in what country is it 
incorporated? 

 

 
      

8. Date of the transfer, licence or security. 
 

      

9. Give us the name, address and telephone number of 
the person to write to with confirmation that the 
transaction has been recorded if different to that 
shown in Section 3. 

 

      

10. Authorisation. 
 

Signature of the person applying to record the 
transaction, or their representative. 

 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       

 Date.       



(REV MAY18)              Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office               FORM DF12A 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF12A 

Application to record a change of ownership or to record or cancel a 
licence or security 
 

Please read the guidance notes on the back about filling in this form 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design numbers affected. 
(List on a separate sheet if there is not enough space 
on this form.) 

      

3. Full name of the applicant or proprietor showing on 
the register. 

      

To record a change of ownership 
4. Full name and address (including postcode) of the 

new applicant or proprietor. 

      

 To record or cancel a licence or security 
 Write “R” to record or “C” to cancel 

 

5. (a) A licence.       

 (b) A security.       

6. Full name and address (including postcode) of the 
licensee, or person granted a security against the 
design. 

      

All cases 
7. If the new proprietor or the person named in section 6 

above is a corporate body, in what country is it 
incorporated? 

 

 
      

8. Date of the transfer, licence or security. 
 

      

9. Give us the name, address and telephone number of 
the person to write to with confirmation that the 
transaction has been recorded if different to that 
shown in Section 3. 

 

      

10. Authorisation. 
 

Signature of the person applying to record the 
transaction, or their representative. 

 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       

 Date.       

(REV MAY18) Form DF12A 

 
 
11. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 

should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

Number of sheets attached to this form. 
 

      

 
 
Notes 
 
Use this form to ask us to record changes in the ownership of designs, including company mergers, or to record or 
cancel a licence or security interest against a design. It is not a substitute for the assignment document or other proof 
of the transaction. We may ask you to provide written proof of the transaction. 
 
If the applicant or proprietor has merely changed their name, use Form DF16A, not this one. 
 
We suggest you check the proprietor’s name and the designs they own by doing a proprietor search on our website 
www.ipo.gov.uk before you fill in the form. 
 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 



(REV MAY18)           Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office      Form DF16A 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF16A 
Change of proprietor’s name or address 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design numbers affected. 
(List on a separate sheet if there is not enough space 
on this form.) 

      

3. Full name of the applicant or proprietor as now shown 
on our records. 

 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 
 

      

4. New name or address (including postcode) to be 
recorded. 

 

      

5. Name and address (including postcode) of agent (if 
any), or your contact address (including postcode) if 
not the same as in section 3 above. 

 

      

6. Declaration. 
 

I declare there has been no change in the ownership of 
the designs. 
 

 Signature of the proprietor or their representative. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

7. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 Number of sheets attached to this form. 
 

      

 
Note:   
We suggest you check the proprietor’s name and the designs they own by doing a proprietor search on our website 

www.ipo.gov.uk before you fill in the form. 

If the ownership of the designs has changed, use Form DF12A, not this one. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 



(REV MAY18)           Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office      Form DF16A 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF16A 
Change of proprietor’s name or address 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design numbers affected. 
(List on a separate sheet if there is not enough space 
on this form.) 

      

3. Full name of the applicant or proprietor as now shown 
on our records. 

 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 
 

      

4. New name or address (including postcode) to be 
recorded. 

 

      

5. Name and address (including postcode) of agent (if 
any), or your contact address (including postcode) if 
not the same as in section 3 above. 

 

      

6. Declaration. 
 

I declare there has been no change in the ownership of 
the designs. 
 

 Signature of the proprietor or their representative. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

7. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 Number of sheets attached to this form. 
 

      

 
Note:   
We suggest you check the proprietor’s name and the designs they own by doing a proprietor search on our website 

www.ipo.gov.uk before you fill in the form. 

If the ownership of the designs has changed, use Form DF12A, not this one. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
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Designs Form DF19A 
Official fee due with this form 

Request to invalidate a design registration 
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Type of Design 
       Tick only one. 

 UK Designs 

 International Design (UK) 
3. Design number.       

4. Full name of the proprietor.       

5. Full name and address (including postcode) of the 
applicant for invalidation. 

      

6. Full name and address (including postcode) of your 
agent (if any). 

      

7. Declaration. 
 
 Signature of the applicant or their representative. 

I believe that the facts in the attached statement of case 
are true. 
 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS.       
 Date.       
8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 

should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 Number of sheets attached to this form. This is sheet 1 of       
 
Notes:  
You can use this form to apply for: 
 
• the invalidation of the registration of a design. 
• the cancellation of the registration of a design which was applied for before the Registered Designs Act 1949  

was amended by the Registered Designs Regulations 2001. 
• You must attach a Statement of Case with this form.  You do not have to file evidence at this stage, but if you wish to do so, please tick the box. 
 
 Please phone us on 0300 300 2000 if you need help to fill in this form. 
 Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 

 

Checklist Statement of Case   
 

  Evidence (optional)   
 
 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Request to invalidate a design registration - Statement of Case 
 
 
A statement of case must accompany Form DF19A when a request to invalidate a design registration is made.  
Completion of this pro-forma statement of case is not compulsory; you may opt instead to draft your own statement of 
case. When completing this pro-forma statement of case, please tick which ground(s) you wish to rely on and then 
provide the requested further information in the corresponding spaces in order to explain the basis for your request for 
invalidation. You may continue on a blank sheet of paper if you need more space.  
 
Any information you give in your statement of case will be treated as evidence in the proceedings. You may, though, 
need to provide further evidence to prove what you have claimed in your statement of case. 
 
A summary of the possible grounds for invalidation is provided at the end of this pro-forma statement of case. You 
should read this before deciding which grounds you wish to rely on. 
 
This pro-forma statement of case is broken down into related grounds rather than following the exact order set out in 
the Registered Designs Act 1949. The applicable grounds for completion are: 
 

Page 1 - Grounds relating to novelty and individual character compared to other designs 
 
Page 2 - Grounds relating to technical function, public policy or morality and grounds relating to the use of 
certain flags, emblems etc.  
 
Page 3 – Grounds relating to disputes of ownership, to breach of copyright, and to breach of other earlier 
distinctive signs (such as trade marks), and a ground that the design being challenged is not a design at all. 

 

Grounds relating to conflict with other designs (be it those that have been used already or applied for and/or 
registered) are the most common form of ground. This is dealt with by the grounds set out on page 1.  
 
 
 
Grounds relating to novelty and individual character (s.1B is utilised under the provisions of s. 11ZA(1)(b)) 
 

 S.1B:  The design is not new nor does it have individual character compared to other designs that have been 
made available to the public before the application date of the design you are challenging. Please provide a 
representation of the other design(s), its application or registration number if it has one, and tell us when and 
how it was made available to the public. 
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Request to invalidate a design registration - Statement of Case 
 
 
A statement of case must accompany Form DF19A when a request to invalidate a design registration is made.  
Completion of this pro-forma statement of case is not compulsory; you may opt instead to draft your own statement of 
case. When completing this pro-forma statement of case, please tick which ground(s) you wish to rely on and then 
provide the requested further information in the corresponding spaces in order to explain the basis for your request for 
invalidation. You may continue on a blank sheet of paper if you need more space.  
 
Any information you give in your statement of case will be treated as evidence in the proceedings. You may, though, 
need to provide further evidence to prove what you have claimed in your statement of case. 
 
A summary of the possible grounds for invalidation is provided at the end of this pro-forma statement of case. You 
should read this before deciding which grounds you wish to rely on. 
 
This pro-forma statement of case is broken down into related grounds rather than following the exact order set out in 
the Registered Designs Act 1949. The applicable grounds for completion are: 
 

Page 1 - Grounds relating to novelty and individual character compared to other designs 
 
Page 2 - Grounds relating to technical function, public policy or morality and grounds relating to the use of 
certain flags, emblems etc.  
 
Page 3 – Grounds relating to disputes of ownership, to breach of copyright, and to breach of other earlier 
distinctive signs (such as trade marks), and a ground that the design being challenged is not a design at all. 

 

Grounds relating to conflict with other designs (be it those that have been used already or applied for and/or 
registered) are the most common form of ground. This is dealt with by the grounds set out on page 1.  
 
 
 
Grounds relating to novelty and individual character (s.1B is utilised under the provisions of s. 11ZA(1)(b)) 
 

 S.1B:  The design is not new nor does it have individual character compared to other designs that have been 
made available to the public before the application date of the design you are challenging. Please provide a 
representation of the other design(s), its application or registration number if it has one, and tell us when and 
how it was made available to the public. 
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 11ZA(1A):  The design is not new nor does it have individual character compared to an earlier filed design 
under this Act (or under the Community Design Regulations) of which I am the proprietor, which was made 
available to the public on or after the application date of the design you are challenging. Please provide the 
application/registration number of your design and tell us when and how it was made available to the public. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grounds relating to technical function, public policy or morality (these grounds are utilised under the 
provisions of s. 11ZA(1)(b)) 
 

 S.1C(1):  The design subsists in features of appearance of a product which are solely dictated by the
 product’s technical function. I say this because:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 S.1C(2):  The design subsists in features of appearance of a product which must necessarily be reproduced in 
their exact form and dimensions so as to permit the product in which the design is incorporated or to which it is 
applied to be mechanically connected to, or placed in, around or against, another product so that either 
product may perform its function. I say this because: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 S.1D:  The design is contrary to public policy or to accepted principles of morality because: 
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Grounds relating to the use of flags, emblems etc. (Section 11ZA(1)(C)) 
 

 Please state which particular ground under schedule A1 you are relying on and provide the details of the flag, 
emblem etc. the use of which you are concerned. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other grounds for invalidation 
 

 11ZA(1)(a):  The design in question is not a design in accordance with the meaning attributed to it under 
section 1(2) of the Act. I say this because: 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 11ZA(2):  The registered proprietor is not the proprietor of the design, I am. I say this because: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 11ZA(3): The design involves the use of an earlier distinctive sign (of which I am the holder).  
 The details of the earlier distinctive sign are: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11ZA(4):  Because the design constitutes an unauthorised use of a work protected by the law of 
 copyright in the UK (and I am the copyright holder). The details of the work are: 
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Grounds relating to the use of flags, emblems etc. (Section 11ZA(1)(C)) 
 

 Please state which particular ground under schedule A1 you are relying on and provide the details of the flag, 
emblem etc. the use of which you are concerned. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other grounds for invalidation 
 

 11ZA(1)(a):  The design in question is not a design in accordance with the meaning attributed to it under 
section 1(2) of the Act. I say this because: 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 11ZA(2):  The registered proprietor is not the proprietor of the design, I am. I say this because: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 11ZA(3): The design involves the use of an earlier distinctive sign (of which I am the holder).  
 The details of the earlier distinctive sign are: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11ZA(4):  Because the design constitutes an unauthorised use of a work protected by the law of 
 copyright in the UK (and I am the copyright holder). The details of the work are: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(REV MAY18)   Form DF19A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of possible grounds  
 
The grounds for invalidation are set out in section 11ZA of the Registered Designs Act 1949 (as amended) (“the Act”). 
They are, in summary: 

11ZA(1)(a) – because the design does not fulfil the requirements of section 1(2) of the Act. Section 1(2) sets out what 
a design is, namely, the appearance of the whole or a part of a product resulting from the features of, or in, the lines, 
contours, shape, texture or materials of the product or its ornamentation. 

11ZA(1)(b) – because the design does not fulfil the requirements of sections 1B to 1D of the Act. Sections 1B to 1D 
relate to: 

Section 1B – The requirement that a design must be new and have individual character compared to other 
designs that have been made available to the public before the relevant date (normally the date on which the 
design you are concerned with was applied for). Being made available to the public means published (whether 
following registration or otherwise), exhibited, used in trade, or otherwise disclosed (this is subject to certain 
exceptions). Publication in the Design Journal counts as being made available to the public. 

Section 1C – The requirement that a design must not subsist in features of appearance solely dictated by 
technical function, or which are necessarily shaped to perform its function (or the function of something to 
which it is connected). 

Section 1D – The requirement that designs should not be contrary to public policy or to accepted principles of 
morality. 

11ZA(1)(c) – this relates to the grounds of refusal mentioned in Schedule A1 to the Act which cover refusal of designs 
that involve the use of Royal arms, amorial bearings and Insignia, UK flags, arms granted by the Crown, controlled 
representations under the Olympic Symbols etc (Protection) Act 1995, and flags, emblems, insignia and hallmarks of, 
or protected by, a Paris Convention country. 

11ZA(1A) – This relates to the invalidation of a registered design (because it is neither new or has individual 
character) on the basis of an earlier UK design under this Act or the Community Design Regulation which has been 
made available to the public on or after the relevant date. Only the proprietor of the earlier design may request 
invalidation on this ground. Publication in the Design Journal counts as being made available to the public. 

11ZA(2) – because the registered proprietor is not actually the proprietor of the design – only the claimed true 
proprietor can object on this ground. 

11ZA(3) – because the design involves the use of an earlier distinctive sign. You can only make this request if you are 
the holder of the earlier distinctive sign which includes the right to prohibit in the UK such use of the sign. 

11ZA(4) – That the design constitutes an unauthorised use of a work protected by the law of copyright in the UK. Only 
the owner of the copyright may request invalidation on this ground.  
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Designs Form DF19B 
Notice of counter-statement 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Type of Design 
Tick only one. 

 UK Designs 

 International Design (UK) 
3. Design number.       
4. Full name of the proprietor.       
5. Full name and address (including postcode) of your 

agent (if any). 
 

      

6. Full name of the applicant for invalidation. 
 

      

7. Declaration. 
 
 
 Signature of the proprietor or their representative. 

I believe that the facts in the attached counter-statement 
are true. 
 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 Number of sheets attached to this form. This is sheet 1 of       
 

 
Notes:   You must attach a counter-statement with this form.  You do not have to file evidence at this stage, but 

if you wish to do so, please tick the box. 
 
   Please phone us on 0300 300 2000 if you need help to fill in this form. 
 
Data Privacy:  https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 

Checklist - Counter-statement  
 

   Evidence (optional)  

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Designs Form DF19B 
Notice of counter-statement 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Type of Design 
Tick only one. 

 UK Designs 

 International Design (UK) 
3. Design number.       
4. Full name of the proprietor.       
5. Full name and address (including postcode) of your 

agent (if any). 
 

      

6. Full name of the applicant for invalidation. 
 

      

7. Declaration. 
 
 
 Signature of the proprietor or their representative. 

I believe that the facts in the attached counter-statement 
are true. 
 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 Number of sheets attached to this form. This is sheet 1 of       
 

 
Notes:   You must attach a counter-statement with this form.  You do not have to file evidence at this stage, but 

if you wish to do so, please tick the box. 
 
   Please phone us on 0300 300 2000 if you need help to fill in this form. 
 
Data Privacy:  https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 

Checklist - Counter-statement  
 

   Evidence (optional)  

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

    
 
 

 
 

 
Designs Form DF19C 
Notice by proprietor to cancel a registration 
Please read the guidance note below about filling in this form. 

 
1. Your reference:       

2. Design number. 
 

      

3. Full name of the proprietor. 
 

      

 Designs ADP number (if you know it). 
 

      

4. Name and address (including postcode) of your agent 
(if any). 

 

      

5. Signature of the proprietor or their representative. 
 

      

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

6. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
 
Note:   
 
Use this form to give up all your legal rights in a design registration.  Once we action it, the registered proprietor 
cannot decide to reinstate the registration.  Please use a separate form for each registration. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
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Designs Form DF21 

Official fee due with this form 

Request for a search of the UK designs register  
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Full name and address (including postcode) where we 
should send the result of the search. 

 

      

3. In relation to which product or products (up to a 
maximum of three) do you want us to carry out a 
search for the attached design? 

 

      

4. Signature. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

5. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
 
 
Notes: 

 
You must tell us which product or products you want us to search for and send us an illustration of the design you 
want us to look for. 
 
You must use a separate form and pay a separate fee for each different design that you want us to look for. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 
 
 
 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Designs Form DF21 

Official fee due with this form 

Request for a search of the UK designs register  
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Full name and address (including postcode) where we 
should send the result of the search. 

 

      

3. In relation to which product or products (up to a 
maximum of three) do you want us to carry out a 
search for the attached design? 

 

      

4. Signature. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

5. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
 
 
Notes: 

 
You must tell us which product or products you want us to search for and send us an illustration of the design you 
want us to look for. 
 
You must use a separate form and pay a separate fee for each different design that you want us to look for. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 
 
 
 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Designs Form DF23 
Official fee due with this form 

Request for a Certified Copy 
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference: 
 

      

2. Design number. 
 

      

3. How many copies do you want. 
 
 

      

4. Tick if certificate will later be legalised. 
 

 

5. Do you want us to certify: 
 
 a) the design as it was applied for; or 
 b) the design as it is registered. 
 

      

6. Full name and address (including postcode) where we 
should send the certificate. 

      

7. Signature. 
 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

8. Name and daytime phone number of the person we 
should contact in case of query. You may also provide 
your e-mail address. 

 

      

 
Notes: 
 
Section 4   We need to know if the certificate will be legalised by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, so that we  
                  can provide an original signature. 
 
                  We do not certify Registered Community Designs.  You must apply to OHIM for these. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Designs Form DF29 
Official fee due with this form 

Request to restore a registration 
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design number. 
 

      

3. Full name of the registered proprietor.  
 

      

4. When should the design have been renewed? 
 

      

5. Your name and address (including postcode), if 
 you are not the proprietor, or your agent’s name 
 and address, if you have one. 
 

      

6. Signature of the applicant or his representative. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

7. Name and daytime phone number of the 
 person we should contact in case of query. 
 You may also provide your e-mail address. 
 

      

Number of sheets attached to this form. This is sheet 1 of       

 
 
Notes: 
 
You can apply to restore a design up to twelve months after it should have been renewed. 
You can check the renewal date by doing a design search on our website www.ipo.gov.uk 
 
If it is now 6 months or later since the date when the design should have been renewed, use this form. If however it is 
less than 6 months since the due date of renewal, use Form DF9A instead.  
 
You do not have to send us a renewal request with this Form, but you must send us a renewal request (Form DF9A) 
and pay the correct renewal fees if we agree to restore the design. 
 
You must attach a statement and additional evidence (if any), fully explaining why you did not renew the design  
in time. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 
 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 
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Designs Form DF29 
Official fee due with this form 

Request to restore a registration 
Please read the guidance notes below about filling in this form. 

1. Your reference:       

2. Design number. 
 

      

3. Full name of the registered proprietor.  
 

      

4. When should the design have been renewed? 
 

      

5. Your name and address (including postcode), if 
 you are not the proprietor, or your agent’s name 
 and address, if you have one. 
 

      

6. Signature of the applicant or his representative. 
 

 

 Name in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

      

 Date. 
 

      

7. Name and daytime phone number of the 
 person we should contact in case of query. 
 You may also provide your e-mail address. 
 

      

Number of sheets attached to this form. This is sheet 1 of       

 
 
Notes: 
 
You can apply to restore a design up to twelve months after it should have been renewed. 
You can check the renewal date by doing a design search on our website www.ipo.gov.uk 
 
If it is now 6 months or later since the date when the design should have been renewed, use this form. If however it is 
less than 6 months since the due date of renewal, use Form DF9A instead.  
 
You do not have to send us a renewal request with this Form, but you must send us a renewal request (Form DF9A) 
and pay the correct renewal fees if we agree to restore the design. 
 
You must attach a statement and additional evidence (if any), fully explaining why you did not renew the design  
in time. 
 
Data Privacy: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office/about/personal-information-charter 
 
 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road 

Newport 
South Wales 

NP10 8QQ 

Schedule 2

Transitional provisions

Part 1

Provisions relating to pending applications

Interpretation

1. In this Part—

“the old Rules” means the Registered Designs Rules 1995a as they had 
effect immediately before the coming into force of these Rules; and

“the RRO” means the Regulatory Reform (Registered 
Designs) Order 2006b.

Statement of objections

2. Where—

(a) the registrar sent the applicant a statement of objections under rule 
29 of the old Rules; and

(b) the applicant has not sent to the registrar his observations in writing 
on the objections,

the objections shall be treated as the “statement of objections” under rule 
8 of these Rules and the date on which the objections were sent shall be 
treated as the date on which the applicant was notified under rule 8(1).

Period prescribed for the purposes of section 3B(3)

3. Where—

(a) the period prescribed by rule 10 of these Rules has expired before the 
date on which these Rules come into force; and

(b) the period prescribed for the purposes of section 3B by rule 36A of 
the old Rules has not expired before the date on which these Rules 
come into force,

the period prescribed for the purposes of section 3B(3) shall be that 
mentioned in rule 36A of the old Rules.

a SI 1995/ 2912, amended by SI 1999/3196, 2001/3950, 2006/760 and 2006/1029.

b SI 2006/1974.
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Publication

4. Rules 9 and 11 shall not apply where the application for registration of a 
design under the Act was made before these Rules come into force.

Restoration

5. An application made in accordance with rule 41(2) of the old Rules shall 
be treated as made  in accordance with rule 13(1) of these Rules.

Inspection of register

6. Where the amendments made to section 22, by article 16(2)(b) and (3) of 
the RRO, do not apply to a registration under the Act (by reason of article 
19 of the RRO), rule 69 of the old Rules shall continue to have effect in 
relation to that registration.

Inspection of documents

7. Rules 29 and 30 shall not apply to any document filed at the Patent Office 
before these Rules come into force.

Requests for certified copies

8. A request under rule 72 of the old Rules for a certified copy of any 
representation, specimen or document kept at the Patent Office shall be 
treated as an application under rule 33(1) of these Rules.

Invalidity proceedings

9. (1) The time the registrar allowed under rule 53 of the old Rules for the filing 
of the counter-statement shall be treated as the period specified under 
rule 15(4) of these Rules.

(2) Where—

(a) an application for a declaration of invalidity which was made before 
these Rules came into force; and

(b) a counter-statement has been filed by the registered proprietor,

the registrar shall, within 28 days of these Rules coming into force, 
specify the periods within which any evidence may be filed, in accordance 
with rule 16(1).
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Part 2

Provisions relating to applications under the  

old act

Interpretation

10. In this Part, “the old Act” means the Registered Designs Act 1949 as it 
had effect on 27th October 2001.

Application of this Part

11. This Part applies to—

(a) transitional registrations, within the meaning of regulation 11 of the 
Registered Designs Regulations 2001a;

(b) post-1989 registrations, within the meaning of regulation 12 of those 
Regulations; and

(c) pre-1989 registrations, within the meaning of regulation 13 of 
those Regulations.

Meaning of applied industrially

12. For the purposes of section 6 of the old Act, the circumstances in which a 
design shall be regarded as “applied industrially” are—

(a) where the design is applied to more than fifty articles, which do not 
all together constitute a single set of articles (within the meaning of 
section 44(1) of the old Act); or

(b) where the design is applied to goods manufactured in lengths or 
pieces, not being hand- made goods.

Applications under section 11(2) of old Act

13. (1) Part 4 of these Rules applies to an application under section 11(2) of the 
old Act for the cancellation of registration as it applies to an application 
for a declaration of invalidity under section 11ZB of the Act.

(2) Where an application is made under section 11(2) of the old Act, any 
reference in rule 15(1) to an application for a declaration of invalidity 
under section 11ZB of the Act shall be construed as a reference to an 
application under the relevant provision of the old Act.

a SI 2001/3949.
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(3) For the purposes of rule 23(1), an application under section 11(2) of the 
old Act shall be treated as if it were mentioned in section 30(3) of the Act.

Schedule 3 rule 47(2)

Revocations

Title and number Extent of revocation

Registered Designs Rules 1995 (SI 1995/2912) The whole rules.

Registered Designs (Amendment) Rules 1999  
(SI 1999/3196)

The whole rules.

Registered Designs (Amendment) Rules 2001  
(SI 2001/3950)

The whole rules.

Patents, Trade Marks and Designs (Address For 
Service, etc) Rules 2006 (SI 2006/760)

Rules 10 to 14.

Trade Marks and Designs (Address For Service) 
(Amendment) Rules 2006 (2006/1029)

Rule 2.
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Explanatory note

(This note is not part of the Rules)

These Rules are made under the Registered Designs Act 1949 (c. 88). They 
regulate the business of the Patent Office in relation to designs. These rules 
replace the Registered Designs Rules 1995 and other Instruments amending 
those Rules. They make substantial changes to both the drafting and effect of the 
Registered Designs Rules 1995.

Part 1 of these Rules contains introductory provisions.

Part 2 of these Rules contains provisions relating to applications for registered 
designs. In particular, it includes the requirements as to form, disclaimers and 
special provisions for convention applications. It also includes provisions relating 
to substantive examination of applications and their publication.

Part 3 of these Rules contains provisions relating to designs after registration. In 
particular, it includes provisions on publication of a representation of the registered 
design, extending the duration of the right in a registered design and restoration of 
a lapsed registration.

Part 4 of these Rules contains provisions relating to proceedings before the 
registrar. It includes provisions relating to applying for a declaration of invalidity, 
evidence rounds and the registrar’s decision as well as provisions on the conduct 
of such proceedings.

Part 5 of these Rules contains provisions relating to the register and other 
information. It includes provisions on the certificate of registration, the registration 
of interests, inspection and information on registered designs. It also includes 
provisions on altering names and addresses or rectifying the register.

Part 6 of these Rules contains miscellaneous provisions, including provisions 
on agents, advisers, correction of irregularities, extension of times or periods, 
furnishing an address for service, the journal and hours of business.

Schedule 1 to these Rules contains the Forms the use of which is required 
by these Rules.

Schedule 2 to these Rules contains transitional provisions.

Schedule 3 to these Rules contains revocations.
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