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	Name of activity and address
	Cranswick Country Foods PLC

Preston Abattoir, Staithes Road, Preston, Hull, East Yorkshire, HU12 8TB

Environmental Permit Reference EPR/BN5726IV/S006




	Document reference, date and version of application SCR
	Surrender application and supporting documents submitted 05/06/18 comprising:
· Section E2.2.a – ‘Evidence to support low risk surrender status’.
· Section E2.2.b – ‘Low risk surrender discussions prior to application submission’.
· Section E2.3.a – ‘Parts of permit to be surrendered’. 
· Section E2.4.a – ‘Site Report – Surrender’.
· Section E2.4.b – ‘Steps Taken to Avoid Pollution Risk or Return the Site to a Satisfactory Condition’.




	1.0 Site details

	Has the applicant provided the following information as required by the application SCR template?

	Site plans showing site layout, drainage, surfacing, receptors, sources of emissions/releases and monitoring points.


	Provided in support of Environmental Permit application EPR/BN5726IV; accepted and determined on 12/10/04.




	2.0 Condition of the land at permit issue

	Has the applicant provided the following information as required by the application SCR template?

	a) Environmental setting including geology, hydrogeology and surface waters.
b) Pollution history including:
· pollution incidents that may have affected land
· historical land-uses and associated contaminants
· visual/olfactory evidence of existing contamination
· evidence of damage to existing pollution prevention measures.
c) Evidence of historic contamination (i.e. historical site investigation, assessment, remediation and verification reports (where available).
d) Has the applicant chosen to collect baseline reference data?


	Provided in support of Environmental Permit application EPR/BN5726IV; accepted and determined on 12/10/04.




	3.0 Permitted activities

	Has the applicant provided the following information as required by the application SCR template?
	Response
(Specify what information is needed from the applicant, if any)

	a) Permitted activities
b) Non-permitted activities undertaken at the site


	The installation consisted of an abattoir where pigs are slaughtered and pork is processed and packaged, and thus was permitted under:
· S6.8A 1 (b) – Slaughtering of pigs for production of pork meat and pork meat products.  Annual production 56,000 tonnes of pork a year.
· S6.8A 1 (d)(i) – Production of pork meat and pork meat products.

The facility also included the following directly associated activities:
· Storage and handling of pigs and other raw materials.
· Processing, storage, handling and despatch of pork carcasses, by products and other waste.
· Control and abatement systems for releases to surface water and sewer.
· Utilities and Services.
· Operation of combustive units.
· Cleaning activities.




	3.0(a) Environmental Risk Assessment

	The H1 environmental risk assessment should identify elements that could impact on land and waters, cross- referenced back to documents and plans provided as part of the wider permit application.


	Risk assessment provided in support of Environmental Permit application EPR/BN5726IV; accepted and determined on 12/10/04.




	3.0(b) Will the pollution prevention measures protect land and groundwater?

	Are the activities likely to result in pollution of land?

	No – Justification was provided and assessment undertaken as part of the application for Environmental Permit application EPR/BN5726IV; accepted and determined on 12/10/04.


	For dangerous and/or hazardous substances only, are the pollution prevention measures for the relevant activities to a standard that is likely to prevent pollution of land?

	Yes – Justification was provided and assessment undertaken as part of the application for Environmental Permit application EPR/BN5726IV; accepted and determined on 12/10/04.




	Application SCR decision summary
	Tick relevant decision

	Sufficient information has been supplied to describe the condition of the site at permit issue
	Accepted at permit determination of EPR/BN5726IV on 12/10/2004.

	Pollution of land and water is unlikely

	Accepted at permit determination of EPR/BN5726IV on 12/10/2004.

	Date and name of reviewer:
(14/08/18)
	Kirsty Hobbs



Operational phase SCR evaluation template

	4.0 Changes to the activities

	Have there been any changes to the following during the operation of the site?
	Response
(Specify what information is needed from the applicant, if any)

	a) Activity boundaries
b) Permitted activities
c) “Hazardous pollutants” used or produced.

	There have been a number of variations to the permit since it was issued on 12/10/04:
· V002 – Variation to update operating techniques and emission point tables to reflect redevelopment at the site.
· V003 – Variation to add a new product line, abatement equipment and air emission points.
· V004 – Agency Led Variation to update noise condition.
· V005 – Variation to extend the lairage and site boundary, add oil storage tanks and vary the location for vehicle parking and washing.  




	5.0 Measures taken to protect land

	Has the applicant provided evidence from records collated during the lifetime of the permit, to show that the pollution prevention measures have worked?

	The area of land which is the subject of this partial surrender application is covered with reinforced concrete and served by sealed drainage systems. The area has been subjected to periodic inspections to ensure that surfaces and drains remain intact and that, when required, appropriate maintenance or repair work is carried out in a timely manner such that the pollution prevention performance of the infrastructure is not compromised. 

Evidence of satisfactory minor repairs having been completed was included within the Surrender Report, within document reference JDA/Doc246/1/1. 

The report indicates that the pollution prevention measures in place at the site have worked. 




	6.0 Pollution incidents that may have impacted on land and their remediation

	Has the applicant provided evidence to show that any pollution incidents which have taken place during the life of the permit and which may have impacted on land or water have been investigated and remediated (where necessary)?

	There are no records of any incidents with potential to cause pollution occurring in the area in question during the course of permitted activities. The materials handled in the area (washings from livestock delivery vehicles) are low risk and the entire working area and equipment used to handle the materials have been maintained in good condition as described above to prevent the transmission of fluids into land beneath the site.




	7.0 Soil gas and water quality monitoring (where relevant)

	Where soil gas and/or water quality monitoring has been undertaken, does this demonstrate that there has been no change in the condition of the land?  Has any change that has occurred been investigated and remediated?

	N/A.












Surrender SCR Evaluation Template
	8.0 Decommissioning and removal of pollution risk

	Has the applicant demonstrated that decommissioning works have been undertaken and that all pollution risks associated with the site have been removed?  Has any contamination of land that has occurred during these activities been investigated and remediated?

	The area of land to be surrendered (see Figure 1 on page 6) will be leased to and redeveloped to accommodate a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Plant, which will be owned and operated by a third party (Preston Sustainable Heat and Power Ltd). The installation of the proposed CHP Plant is part of Cranswick Country Foods PLC continuous improvement programme and is intended to assist the company in meeting its energy efficiency use objectives in with its ISO 50001 commitments by reducing both its demand and reliance on the National Grid System. The CHP Plant installation will be the subject of a separate and new environmental permit application to be submitted by the plant operator. 

The section of land sits adjacent to the area where vehicles delivering livestock to site are cleaned and washed out following offloading, and can be considered in two distinct sections; an elevated portion and a lower portion. 

Elevated portion of land: 
The elevated largely unsurfaced area accommodates a storage tank and pumping equipment associated with the permitted abstraction of groundwater (under licence NE/026/0033/005) for use in on site process. Being elevated and separated from adjacent areas by screens and reinforced concrete walls, it is not at risk from polluting fluids. The concrete and drainage systems were originally designed and installed in 2009 to accommodate this specific process. The specifications are more than adequate to ensure that any fluids flowing through drains or falling onto sealed surfaces are not transmitted into the ground below.
Access to operate the borehole to provide water for use on site will be retained by Cranswick Country Foods PLC and protected by clauses incorporated into the land lease agreement with the CHP Plant operator. The borehole water storage tank and associated equipment will be relocated to the rear of the existing vehicle wash bays.

Lower portion of land:
The lower area accommodates drainage systems and equipment to collect washings from an adjacent area where livestock delivery vehicles are cleaned; first manually and then by water washing. The washings flow via open concrete channels to a sump from where they are pumped by submersible pump to a rotary screen dewatering plant mounted at high level. The separated water is collected and flows to the sites contaminated effluent system, ultimately being discharged under consent to sewer. Solids from the dewatering plant are discharged by gravity into a collection trailer and taken, together with straw, faecal matter and other solids removed manually from delivery vehicles, for disposal by composting.
Whilst the process and materials handled in the area are low risk, the surface of the area is sealed by reinforced concrete which incorporates slotted drains to prevent ponding and loss of fluids from the immediate area.
This equipment will be relocated onto bunded, concrete hard standing to the rear of the vehicle wash bays. Drainage will continue to be collected and discharged to the existing foul drainage collection system. The process itself will remain unchanged. Further details of the relocation will be provided as an element in a separate permit variation application which is being prepared to deal with the replacement and upgrading of a number of pieces of processing equipment at the site.

Currently permitted activities undertaken at the site are unchanged as a result of the partial surrender. A small amount of equipment is to be relocated to enable the installation of the proposed CHP plant to proceed as described above. Boundaries have been established within which the CHP Plant operator, and staff/contractors involved in the installation of the plant must remain in order to avoid any unnecessary interaction with existing permitted activities.

The area was inspected in May 2018 by an independent competent civil engineer to confirm that drains and surfaces are intact. A copy of the civil engineer’s report is provided in the Surrender Report, within document reference JDA/Doc246/1/1. Drains were visually inspected as far as they were accessible and appeared to be in very good condition. No issues regarding site surface or infrastructure were identified.

A CCTV inspection of drainage systems was undertaken in May 2018 to confirm that below ground drains which cannot be inspected visually are intact. No issues connected with drainage systems in the area which is the subject of this partial surrender application were identified during the CCTV inspection.



	9.0 Reference data and remediation (where relevant)

	Has the applicant provided details of any surrender reference data that they have collected and any remediation that they have undertaken?

	Whilst it has been confirmed that the partial surrender application is Low Risk, the applicant did undertake a limited scope intrusive investigation prior to submission of the application. This was not a requirement for the surrender application and so it is not considered to impact upon the Low Risk status. 

The limited scope investigation consisted of sampling and analysis of soils from four hand excavated trial pits located around the periphery of the unsurfaced part of the area. There were no visual or olfactory signs of soil contamination reported during the excavation works. No generic assessment criteria (health or environmental) were exceeded and the report concluded that the parcel of land which is the subject of this surrender application is unlikely to pose a risk to human health or the environment. A copy of the full report is included with the Surrender Report in Section E2.4.a. 




	10.0 Statement of site condition

	Has the applicant provided a statement, backed up with evidence, confirming that the permitted activities have ceased, decommissioning works are complete and that pollution risk has been removed and that the land and waters at the site are in a satisfactory state?

	The application is in relation to the removal of a small parcel of land from within the existing permitted area boundary only, to enable its lease to a third party for the purpose of installing and operating a CHP Plant. A small amount of existing equipment will be removed from the area and relocated as described above. Processes undertaken in the area have been low risk, and the infrastructure and plant used have been maintained in good condition. 

The Regulatory Officer undertook a site inspection on 31/05/18 and confirmed that pollution prevention measures in place at the site had been effective, and there was no visual evidence of contamination.

Therefore we, the Environment Agency, have reviewed the application for surrender made by the Operator and accept the statement of site condition and view it as being returned in a satisfactory state




	Surrender SCR decision summary
	Tick relevant decision

	Sufficient information has been supplied to show that pollution risk has been removed and that the area of land is in a satisfactory state – accept the application to surrender the area of land.

	

	Date and name of reviewers:

Kirsty Hobbs (NPS – Permitting Officer) – 14/08/18

Liz Ebbs (NPS – Senior Permitting Officer) – 17/08/2018
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Figure 1: Site plan showing the area of land to be surrendered. 
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