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Business Rates Pilot Scheme 2019/20
Application Form

This application form will be used to assess your application to pilot 75% business rates retention in 2019/20. Where relevant, further evidence to support points raised in this form may be included as an annex. Please note that authorities cannot apply to pilot 75% business rates retention as part of more than one application. 
Information provided in response to this application may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes – these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), the EU General Data Protection Regulation, and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004).

The personal data you provide as part of this application will be held on a secure government system in line with the department’s personal data charter. Contact details will only be used for contacting you about your application or to update you on our work relating to local government finance reforms.
For any questions relating to the application process, please email: Businessratespilots@communities.gsi.gov.uk. 

FAQs relating to applications will be published on the Government publications website at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/75-business-rates-retention-pilots-2019-to-2020-prospectus
1. Application Contact Details
Please include details of the lead pilot authority and lead official responsible for responding to any departmental queries relating to the pilot application.

	a. Name of lead pilot authority 
	

	b. Name of lead official 
	

	c. Lead official job title 
	

	d. Lead official email address
	

	e. Lead official contact phone number
	


2. Membership of the Proposed Pool
Please list all authorities belonging to the proposed pilot pool below. The application cannot be considered valid unless all of the listed members have endorsed all parts of the application (see Annex A). You can insert/delete lines as needed.
For the authority type box, please write down one of the following options for each participating authority: (1) Fire; (2) London Borough; (3) Metropolitan district; (4) County; (5) Shire District; (6) Greater London Authority; (7) Unitary Authority.

	Authority name
	Authority Type

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Membership details and pooling arrangements 
Please answer all of the questions below using short and concise answers. Section 4 will allow you to outline your pilot proposal in more detail. 
	a. Have all members included in the pilot area endorsed all parts of this application?
(Please ensure that Annex A is signed by s.151 officer of each area and returned as part of the application to evidence this.)
	Select one:

(1) Yes;
(2) No

	b. Do any members of the proposed pool belong to any other current pool? 
(If ‘no’, please move to question 3.d.)
	Select one:

(1) Yes
(2) No



	c. If any members of the proposed pool belong to any other current pool, have other members of such pool been informed that the authority is applying to become a pilot as part of a different pool?
	Select one:

(1) Yes

(2) No
(3) N/A


	d. Are there any precepting authorities that are not part of the proposed pilot area?
(If ‘yes’, please move to question 3.e.)
	Select one:

(1) Yes

(2) No



	e. If there are any precepting authorities that are not part of the proposed pilot area, are these precepting authorities aware of this proposal?
	Select one:

(1) Yes

(2) No
(3) N/A


	f. Are all members of the proposed pilot area willing to collaborate with MHCLG officials on system design of the new business rates retention system, sharing additional data and information, as required?
	Select one:

(1) Yes

(2) No



	g. How does the pilot pool propose to split non-domestic rating income in two-tier areas?* 
(F.ex. the pilot pool could propose to split the shares as in the current 50% business rates retention, or propose to test different kinds of tier split arrangements as part of the pilot.)
(*The department will use this information in regulations to designate a tier split for the pooled pilot area. In practice, the pilot pool will be given one overall tariff or top-up, and the members of the pool can agree to change the headline tier split.)
	Answer in your own words.

	h. Do you propose to retain any of the additional 25% of retained business rates in an investment pot or similar and distribute this after 2019/20?

(If ‘no’, please move to question 3.j.)
	Select one:

(1) Yes

(2) No



	i. If any of the additional 25% of retained business rates are kept in an investment pot or similar, how will this be distributed after 2019/20?
	Answer in your own words.

	j. What is the anticipated income above baseline funding level for the pilot pool over 2019/20 (in £)? 
	Answer in your own words.

	k. What is the business rates base of the proposed pilot area like and what is its relevance to the economic geography of the area? 

(F.ex. you could describe the size and types of hereditaments in the area, business sectors relevant to the area, or the size of your business rates base in relation to baseline funding levels.) 
	Answer in your own words.

	l. What pooling arrangements would the members of the pilot like to see if their application to become a pilot is unsuccessful?
	Answer in your own words.

	m. How would the pilot area deal with residual benefits/liabilities once the pilot ends?
	Answer in your own words.


4. Details of the pilot proposal 
Please explain how your proposal fulfills each of the below criteria for becoming a 75% business rates retention pilot in 2019/20 (as outlined in 3.2 of the ‘Invitation to Local Authorities in England to pilot 75% Business Rates Retention in 2019/20’). If relevant, you may reference answers provided in section 3 of this application form and use this section to provide more detail on the responses. Although there is no formal word limit for answers provided in this section, please be as concise as possible.
	a. How does the proposed pilot operate across a functional economic area? 

	


	b. How does the pilot area propose to distribute and use the additional 25% of retained business rates growth across the pilot area?

	


	c. How does the pilot area propose to arrange its governance for strategic decision-making around the management of risk and reward? How do the governance arrangements support proposed pooling arrangements?

	


5. Submitting your application 
Please return this form and Annex A with signatures of all s.151 officers from proposed pilot pool’s member areas by the deadline of 25 September 2018. Where relevant, further evidence of points raised in this form may be included as an annex. 
Please submit your completed application to:
businessratespilots@communities.gsi.gov.uk  
or

Business Rates Reform; Local Government Finance; Fry Building, 2 Marsham St, Westminster, London SW1P 4DF.
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Annex A – Evidence of authorisation

	a. Name of lead pilot authority 
	

	b. Name of lead official 
	

	c. Lead official job title 
	

	d. Lead official email address
	

	e. Lead official contact phone number
	


Please include the signatures of each member area’s s.151 officer to evidence that all parts of your application have been fully endorsed by authorities listed in section 2 of the pilot application form. You can insert/delete lines as needed.
	Authority name
	Name of s.151 officer
	Signature
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