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Key points for 2016 

Numbers of Giardia reports have increased year on year since 2013. This increase is 

largely attributable to the increased use of molecular attributed to the introduction of 

molecular or antigen based diagnostic methods by front line diagnostic laboratories. 

 

The region with the highest number of Giardia spp laboratory reports was the South 

West of England with 996 laboratory reports. 

 

The South West of England also had the highest rate of Giardia spp laboratory reports 

per 100,000 population in England and Wales with 18.1 laboratory reports per 100,000 

population. 

 

Reporting numbers were highest for males aged 40-49 in 2016. 

 

In 2016, the peak month for Giardia spp reporting was September. 

 

There were no foodborne or non-foodborne outbreaks of Giardia spp reported in 

England and Wales during 2016. 

. 
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Giardia spp data 2007 to 2016 

All data presented in this report are correct as of 3 November 2017. 

 

1. Annual data (2007-2016) 

Table 1: Annual laboratory reports of Giardia spp in England and Wales (2007-2016) 
 

Year 
Number of laboratory 

reports 
Laboratory reports per 

100,000 population 

2007 3,054 5.6 

2008 3,342 6.1 

2009 3,501 6.3 

2010 3,858 6.9 

2011 3,697 6.6 

2012 3,902 6.9 

2013 3,622 6.4 

2014 4,039 7.0 

2015 4,390 7.6 

2016 4,492 7.7 

 
Figure 1: Annual laboratory reports of Giardia spp in England and Wales (2007-2016) 
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2. Regional data (2016) 

Table 2: Regional distribution of laboratory reports of Giardia spp in England and 
Wales (2016) 
 

Country Region 
Laboratory 

reports 

Laboratory 
reports per 

100,000 
population 

England 

East Midlands 372 7.9 

East of England 309 5.0 

London 445 5.1 

North East 188 7.1 

North West 524 7.3 

South East 766 8.5 

South West 996 18.1 

Yorkshire and The Humber 299 5.5 

West Midlands 345 5.9 

Wales Wales 128 4.1 

Regional classification based on place of residence of laboratory reports and classified using NUTS1 codes. 

3. Age/sex distribution (2016) 

Figure 2: Age/sex distribution of laboratory reports of Giardia spp in England (2016)* 
 

 
*Age/sex data not available for all Welsh laboratory reports and, therefore, not included. There were 12 

laboratory reports with unknown data recorded. 
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4. Seasonal variation (2016) 

Figure 3: Seasonality of laboratory reports of Giardia spp reported in England (2016)* 

 

 

*Excludes Welsh data. 

5. Outbreak data (2016) 
 

There were no foodborne or non-foodborne outbreaks of Giardia spp reported in 

England and Wales during 2016. 
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Data source 

Public Health England Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS). This is a  

live laboratory reporting system. Therefore, numbers may fluctuate. Data provided in 

this report are new extractions from this system and provide updated figures to 

previously published reports. In 2014, PHE upgraded the laboratory reporting system.  

So direct comparisons between data reported from the previous system (LabBase2) 

and the new system (SGSS) may require cautious interpretation. 
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