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The Chair of the Trustees, Anselm Jacobs 
St Anthony’s Free School 
93 Belle Vue Road 
Cinderford  
Gloucestershire  
GL14 2AA 

21st May 2018  
 

Dear Mr Jacobs, 
 
Notice of Termination of Funding Agreement in respect of St. Anthony’s Free 
School, Cinderford, Gloucestershire. 
 
I write concerning the funding agreement made between the Secretary of State and 
St. Anthony’s Free School (“the Academy Trust") on 16th July 2013 ("the Funding 
Agreement").  
 
On 23rd March 2018, I gave written notice under s2A Academies Act 2010 of the 
Secretary of State’s intention to terminate the Funding Agreement and invited the 
Academy Trust in accordance with that provision, to respond with written 
representations by 30th April 2018. 
 
Thank you for sending written representations on Thursday 26th April, which I have 
reviewed in conjunction with Education and Skills Funding Agency officials. Your 
representations included: 
(i) a letter reviewing historical decisions relating to (a) the buildings (b) 

governance (c) finance; 
(ii) predicted performance data;  
(iii) supportive notes from a past governor and voluntary education adviser; 
(iv) a health & safety report dated December 2015; 
(v) minutes of a governors’ meeting of June 2016; 
(vi) the school’s improvement plan.  

 
As a result of the Education and Adoption Act 2016, regardless of the terms in an 
academy’s funding agreement, the RSC (on behalf of the Secretary of State) can 
terminate the funding agreement of an academy that has been judged inadequate.  
 
I recognise that Lorna Middleton has made determined efforts to improve the quality 
of education at St Anthony’s School since she took up post as headteacher in 
September 2017. I also acknowledge that the majority of Trustees, including yourself 
as Chair, have been appointed relatively recently and have shown significant 
dedication to the work of improving the school. I would like to thank you for this 
commitment. However, having considered the representations carefully, I remain 
satisfied that it is appropriate to terminate the Funding Agreement for St. Anthony’s 
Free School.  

Lisa Mannall  
Regional Schools Commissioner for the 
South West 
2 Rivergate, Bristol 
BS1 6EH 
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Consequently, in accordance with section 2A and on behalf of the Secretary of State, 
I am issuing you with written notice to terminate the Funding Agreement on 31st 
August 2018. Having explored potential alternative sponsors, I regret to advise you 
that there is no sponsor with capacity to whom we could re-broker the school and 
therefore St Anthony’s School will close at the end of the academic year.  

My reasons for terminating the funding agreement are as follows: 

• Following its inspection of St Anthony’s Free School on 6-7th December 2017, 
Ofsted judged its overall effectiveness to be inadequate and placed the school 
in special measures for the second time.  
 

• The Trust’s school improvement plan is the same as provided on 28th 
February with minor amendments. We advised you in our letter of 23rd March 
that the plan did not adequately detail how school improvement would be 
achieved. Whilst your internal assessment suggests predicted improved 
outcomes at Key Stages 1 and 2 this year, we cannot be assured of these 
outcomes. In addition, Ofsted have notified us that they have separately 
advised you that the Trust’s post-Ofsted statement of action was not fit for 
purpose. 

 
• As you have stated in your representations, the school is running a deficit and 

does not have a credible plan to secure its future viability. The Department 
funds schools using a national formula to ensure the basis for funding is open, 
fair and transparent for all schools. The Department has to be mindful of 
applying the formula consistently so that all schools are funded on the same 
basis therefore it is not in a position to grant your request to increase the 
general annual grant (GAG) for St Anthony’s school.  

 
I recognise that this letter will be disappointing for the pupils, parents and staff of St 
Anthony’s School. I hope that the Trustees will now work closely with officials from 
my office, the ESFA and Gloucestershire local authority to secure the smooth 
transition of pupils to new places in good local schools. 
 
I am copying this letter to the National Schools Commissioner Sir David Carter, 
Gloucestershire Local Authority and Ofsted and this letter will be published on 
www.gov.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Lisa Mannall 
Regional Schools Commissioner for the South West 
 
Cc: Sir David Carter, National Schools Commissioner 
Cc: Tim Browne, Gloucestershire Local Authority 
Cc: Bradley Simmons, Ofsted Regional Director, South West.  
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