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Open Data User Group 

13th meeting 

14 May 2013, 14:00-17:00 

ODI, 3rd Floor, 65 Clifton Street, London, EC2A 4JE 

Attendees Apologies 

Heather Savory (Chair) (HS) Roger Taylor (RT) 

Gesche Schmid (GS) Jacqui Taylor (JT) 

Bob Barr (BB) Jennie Campbell (JC) 

Andrew Mackenzie (AM) Adam Tickell (AT) 

Paul Malyon (PM) BIS Observer (BIS) 

Chris Royles (CR) Ed Parkes (Cabinet Office) (EP) 

Jeni Tennison (JTe) Dominique Lazanski (DL) 

 Sarah Hitchcock (SH) 

Officials  

Sejal Acharya (Cabinet Office) (SA)  

Tord Johnsen (Cabinet Office) (TJ)  

  

 

Agenda 

Item Description 

1 Chair’s welcome and update 

2 Actions and minutes from last meeting (approval) 

3 Discussion about ongoing benefits cases (approval): 
a. Cadastral polygons 
b. OS derived data 
c. CodePoint with Polygons  
d. DVLA Bulk Data  
e. Energy Performance Certificates 
f. Local Government 
g. Charity Commission Register 
h. VAT Register (Letter) 

4 BREAK 

5 ODUG Membership (information) 

6 KPIs and Risk register 

7 Progress on data requests 
a. ODUG 
b.    Cabinet Office 

8 ODUG Event 

9 A.O.B 
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Welcome and Updates 

1. The Chair thanked members for the improved quality of papers for discussion at the 

meeting, and the work they were undertaking, including members who were not able to 

attend this meeting in person. She updated the group on her recent activities:  

 The Chair announced first data release from Land Registry Historic Price Paid 

Information which is extremely positive for ODUG. 

 The Chair has been attending a number of meetings on PAF..  

 The Chair attended the Open Government Partnership (OGP) Reception which 

had a number of countries and ministers present. 

 The Chair met with Met Office, a very positive meeting as a result of which a 

working group has been formed with the Met Office and data innovators to 

progress the release of open data.  

  The most recent DSB discussed the independent feasibility study for a National 

Address Dataset which recommended a freemium model for addressing 

information. 

 The Chair and JT attended a meeting at Policy Exchange where Michael Fallon, 

Minister for Business presented the plans for the Privatisation of the Royal Mail 

 The Chair and BB attended the Future Address Management Conference. 

Actions and Minutes  

2. The actions and minutes from the last meeting were approved. 

 
Updates on Specific Benefits Cases: 

Cadastral Polygons  

3. Work has been progressing on this, a number of meetings and communications have 

been taking place with Land Registry and DEFRA, all were very insightful.  Land Registry 

is willing to release the data however the data release is currently being held back by 

Ordnance Survey. 

OS derived data 

4. Good progress has been made with this work; the focus is currently on how to bring 

derived data in line with open data and to achieve the release of OS Open Data under 

the OGL.  

5. However more work needs to be done in terms of adding case studies to evidence 

where OS derived data licensing is a barrier. There also needs to be a stronger focus on 

commercial data re-use. 

6. ODUG will write a response to OS’s previous letter and will seek to meet with OS to 

discuss the benefits case. 

CodePoint with Polygons  
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7. Work on benefits case has made progress, but it has not been possible to understand 

the cost implications. A request will be made to OS to tell ODUG how much it would cost 

to release this data as Open Data. 

8. This benefits case and the Public Rights of Way benefits case will be pursued 

independently of the OS derived data collection. 

DVLA Bulk Data 

9.  The DVLA benefits case is progressing with some good research and analysis, however 

some work needs to be done on this to strengthen the case further. An issue that was 

made was around the consistency of supplying the Open Data.  

Energy Performance Certificates  

10. A draft benefits case will be circulated around to ODUG shortly. 

Charity Commission Register  

11. Work on this benefits case has progressed further. The proposal is to ask for a Minister 

to write a letter to the Charity Commission.  

VAT Register  

12. Progress is being made on this benefits case. ODUG and Cabinet Office Transparency 

Team have had useful discussions with HMRC and are awaiting further information on 

timing. Officials in BIS and Cabinet Office are currently completing an action from the 

Public Sector Transparency Board on writing a letter of support for the release of this 

data. 

ODUG Membership  

13. Cabinet Office is currently doing some work around the skills that are needed in ODUG 

and what skills are missing at present.   

14. Moving forward and to ensure a fair share of the group’s workload, there will be tighter 

criteria on meeting attendance and contributions from each member.  

15.  The Chair will be having one to ones with all ODUG members this week and early next 

week. Comments will feed into the strategy and plan for ODUG’s second year of 

operation.  

Progress on data requests 

16. The Transparency Team updated on the flow of data requests coming through and how 

there is still a stable flow of incoming requests. There has been an improvement in 

departmental discussions over data requests which aids in resolving data requests 

where there is more of an access issue to data, rather than data not already being 

released. 

17. The Transparency Team have also sifted through all the Historical Data Requests and are 

taking 30 requests forward to resolve. 
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18. Cabinet Office confirmed that the status of data requests is updated on a weekly basis. 

This weekly update is fed back to ODUG to form the basis for the Group’s update of the 

Roadmap visualisation no less frequent than after each ODUG meeting.  The Chair 

reiterated the ambition to update this monthly to track the progress of incoming 

requests and how quickly they are being handled.  

ODUG Event 

19. Cabinet Office is working on securing attendance by Ministers attending the ODUG 

event which will take place in June after the G8 event.  

 

 

20. The next ODUG meeting is on 11 June. 
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ODUG Action Log – 14 May 2013 
 

- All actions for next meeting unless otherwise stated 
 
Secretariat 

Circulate minutes and actions from thirteenth meeting New 

Publish note and actions from thirteenth meeting on data.gov.uk New 

 
Collaboration Space 

Advise ODUG members when they need to log into the 
collaboration space to prioritise new tranches of data requests 

Ongoing 

 
ODUG Benefits Cases 
General 

Publish all new, so far unpublished, benefits cases New 

 
National Address Dataset – Lead HS/BB 

Survey of ~20 SMEs on use of National Address Data and PAF Carried 
forward 

Investigate through conversations with local authorities where they 
are trying to use the PAF, but having difficulties 

New 

Clarify the full list of postcodes in ONS’ public postcode record New 

 
Historic Weather Observations – Lead JC  

Meeting of working group scheduled for 24 May  New 

 
VAT Register – Lead PM 

Secure plan for release of this dataset from HMRC Carried 
forward 

 
OS Derived Data Licensing Restrictions – with River Networks and Rights of Way - Lead GS 

Meet with the Environment Agency about flooding data  Carried 
forward 

Redevelopment of benefits case for rights of way Completed 

Refine benefits case in line with comments arising from discussions New 

Send letter to OS articulating ODUG asks on derived data licensing Carried 
forward 

Set up meeting with OS Carried 
forward 

 
Cadastral land polygons – Lead BB 

Final stakeholder consultation and then publish benefits case New 

 
DVLA Bulk data – Lead JTe 

Develop benefits case Completed 



UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Refine benefits case in light of ODUG comments New 

 
Local Government data – Lead GS 

GS and JT to meet Transparency Team to identify data requests for 
quick resolution 

Completed 

 
Charity Commission Register- Lead AM 

Minister to write to Charity Commission Carried 
forward 

 
Energy Performance Certificates – Lead PM 

Develop benefits case Carried 
forward 

 
CodePoint with Polygons 

Develop benefits case Completed 

Transparency Team to share additional information with CR Completed 

Send letter to Ordnance Survey requesting information on the costs 
of including of CodePoint in OS OpenData portfolio 

New 

 
Open Data Licensing – GS/JTe 

ODUG and ODI to deliver joint paper on Open Data Licensing Issues Carried 
forward 

 
Data.gov.uk Workstream 

Data.gov.uk to provide number of visits for each ODUG benefits 
case 

Carried 
forward 

Add display of progress on Open Data Strategy commitments to 
reporting tool 

Carried 
forward 

Include supportive data requests from legacy list into current work Carried 
forward 

ODUG to write to 2depts. about progress on data publication 
commitments in respective the Pipeline and their Open Data 
Strategy Commitments 

Carried 
forward 

ODUG to meet with DGU and Transparency Team on updates to 
ODUG pages on DGU 

Carried 
forward 

 
Communications Workstream 

Set up facility for sentiment monitoring for ODUG and provide a 
baseline assessment 

Carried 
forward  

ODUG Branding Carried  
forward  

Draw up and share key points to make and slides on ODUG Carried 
forward  

ODUG schedule of comms events and stakeholder engagement plan Carried 
forward  
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Draft ODUG 6-month review Carried 
forward 

Develop plan for an ODUG event – including location and timing Completed 

Identify data for ODUG event – with at least four week’s notice New 

 
KPIs and Risk 

Review for next meeting Ongoing 

 
Other 
Transparency Team to undertake a gap analysis of ODUG membership for 

skills and sectors 

Completed 

Plan and launch recruitment campaign for new ODUG members at the end 

of April 

Carried 
forward 

 


