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Updated Situation Assessment No.17

Bluetongue virus (BTV-8) in France

10™ April 2017 Ref: VITT/1200 BTV-8 in France

Disease Report

France has reported over 550 new BTV-8 positive animals since January 2017. The
majority of these are a result of pre-movement testing which is in place, and the sentinel
surveillance in cattle in the areas under disease restriction. Since our last update on the 7™
of February BTV has been detected in the Nord département and as of the 17" February
the restriction zone has increased to include the départements of the Nord, Pas-de-Calais,
Somme, Oise and part of the Seine Maritime. Only 4 departments now remain free of
BTV8 in France (Finistere, Calvados, Orne and Eure). The nearest case to the UK is still
over 150 km away and therefore there are no restriction zones in the UK for bluetongue.
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Situation Assessment

The infected herds are being detected as a result of the wide surveillance for pre-
movement testing which was taking place since July 2016. Serological surveillance was
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also undertaken in 180 sentinel cattle aged 12 — 48 months from at least nine farms per
department, designed to detect a prevalence of >5%. The map above shows that the
epicentre of the epizootic remains in the Central regions of France. Clinical signs are only
being observed very rarely.

Current low temperatures and wind direction mean the probability of incursion via infected
midges from France to the UK is very low. Low temperatures mean the virus replication
rate (the extrinsic incubation period) is longer than the life span of any midge and therefore
that virus circulation is unlikely.

It is unclear at present whether the new case in the North is due to sentinel animals testing
positive for the first time (which would be concerning as it would indicate virus circulation)
or if these are animals which have recently moved. The latter is more likely given the
current season and low temperatures. However this may increase the risk of incursion to
the UK in coming months, as non-vaccinated animals can be moved into the North of
France, which may mean new foci of circulating disease.

Conclusion

The risk of BTV incursion into UK population remains at LOW to reflect the cold weather,
wind direction and low likelihood of virus circulation in local midge populations in the UK.
However this may change as the weather changes and if infected animals are moved to
the North of the country.

We will continue to monitor the current situation in France and report any further updates
from the French Authorities.

BTV-8 vaccine has been available for the GB market since mid-July, and the decision to
vaccinate should be taken by the farmer, in consultation with their private veterinary
surgeon.

For information on bluetongue and the vaccine availability in GB, see the announcement
by the NFU at www.nfuonline.com/bluetongue
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