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Updated Situation Assessment No.11

Bluetongue virus (BTV-8) in France

2" September 2016 Ref: VITT/1200 BTV-8 in France

Disease Report

France has reported eight new outbreaks (since our last update on the 21 July) in the
départements of Allier, Ariege, Haute-Loire, Puy de Dome and Saone et Loire regions,
making a total of 297 outbreaks (OIE, 2016; see orange stars on the map below). All of the
cases were detected as part of active surveillance, and all were in cattle where just one or
two animals tested positive out of a sample size of 60 per farm. The animals were tested
using PCR, which detects viral RNA rather than antibodies and suggest virus continues to
circulate.

The extent of the restriction zones have not changed as a result of these cases and have
been the same since April 2016.
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Situation Assessment

The French Authorities have not commented recently on these additional cases, however
information available on their website (French Ministry of Agriculture, 2016) suggests that
there is passive surveillance taking place in the restriction zone (clinical report cases for
suspicion of disease) and active surveillance in sentinel herds in the free areas (which are
along the north coast). However there are no data available at present in terms of what the
sentinel surveillance has found as all the new cases are within the restriction zone.

Our risk assessment in February (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualitative-
risk-assessment-bluetongue-virus-btv-8-entry-into-the-uk) suggested that the risk of
disease incursion to the UK would be highest in September and at present we have no
reason to change this assessment until we understand more about the sentinel
surveillance in Northern France. The size of any outbreak in UK would depend on the
immune status of the livestock in the area around the first case or where infected midges
are blown in. As discussed in our last update, bulk milk testing of a limited number of herds
in the South and South East of England showed a high proportion of positive herds.
However, follow-up of a proportion of these herds showed this positive status was only
reflected in a small proportion of the animals present in the herd which had previously
been vaccinated and therefore should not be taken as herd level protection. Vaccination of
the whole herd is the only means to successfully prevent an outbreak. Partial herd
immunity (when only a proportion of herds in a region are protected) may only serve to
reduce the size of the outbreak.

Conclusion

Our risk level remains the same as our previous report, at medium, for this time of year.
We have not increased the risk level to high as there are no reports of disease from either
Northern France or other countries in NW Europe. There is still some uncertainty around
the intensity of circulating virus in France, but it has not caused significant clinical disease
in regions where the pathogen is present.

We will continue to monitor the current situation in France and report any further updates
from the French Authorities.

BTV-8 vaccine has been available for the GB market since mid-July, and the decision to
vaccinate should be taken by the farmer, in consultation with their private veterinary
surgeon.

For information on bluetongue and the vaccine availability in GB, see the announcement
by the NFU at www.nfuonline.com/bluetongue
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