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Table 2a: Summary Comparison of 2016-17 with 2015-16

1.023                     

2016-17 Totals 78,800 84,750 £1,943,546,987 £24,664 £22,933 £2,997,687,957 £38,042 £35,371

Comparison with 2015-16
1

2015-16 Totals (Published October 2016) 78,271 84,705 £1,897,972,242 £24,249 £22,407 £2,753,747,261 £35,182 £32,510

- Transfer of education and training provision from DoE £120,390,295

2015-16 Restated Totals1 £1,897,972,242 £24,249 £22,407 £2,874,137,556 £36,720 £33,931

Change (in nominal terms) 529 45 £45,574,746 £416 £526 £123,550,400 £1,321 £1,440

1.7% 2.3% 3.6% 4.2%

Restated 2015-16 expenditure2

(adjusted by GDP deflator2 to give real terms change)

Change (in real terms)2 529 45 £2,762,992 -£131 £21 £58,719,699 £493 £675

Real terms percentage increase in 2016-17 0.7% 0.1% 0.1% -0.5% 0.1% 2.0% 1.3% 1.9%

Source: HM Prison & Probation Service

The purpose of this table is to show the real movement in unit costs between 2015-16 and 2016-17 after allowing for the effects of changes in accounting treatment and inflation.

Notes to Table 2a:

1.   The table provides a comparison between 2016-17 and the restated 2015-16 figures. 2015-16 has been restated to enable a more fair comparison between the two years.

   It includes the following change:

- Policy responsibility for education & training provision for those subject to adult detention in England transferred from the Department for Education to Ministry of Justice and is now overseen by the Agency.

2.   This table also gives an adjustment by the GDP deflator to give changes in real terms between the two years, using figures published by the Office for National Statistics on 29 September 2017: 100/ 97.7941

Averages and Expenditure figures have been rounded to the nearest integer. Totals were formed from unrounded figures and therefore may not equal the sum of the rounded parts.

Table 2b: Comparison of 2016-17 with 2015-16 between Public Sector and Contracted Prisons

1.004                     

Public Sector Prisons

2016-17 Totals 65,035 69,040 £1,485,326,105 £22,839 £21,514 £2,467,926,949 £37,948 £35,746

2015-16 Totals 64,619 69,313 £1,452,336,159 £22,475 £20,953 £2,245,352,178 £34,748 £32,394

Adjustments £0 £120,390,295

2015-16 Restated Totals1 £1,452,336,159 £22,475 £20,953 £2,365,742,474 £36,611 £34,131

416 -273 £32,989,946 £363 £561 £102,184,476 £1,337 £1,615
0.6% -0.4% 2.3% 1.6% 2.7% 4.3% 3.7% 4.7%

Restated 2015-16 expenditure1 £1,485,095,890 £22,982 £21,426 £2,419,105,522 £37,437 £34,901

0.6% -0.4% £230,216 -£144 £88 £48,821,427 £511 £845

0.0% -0.6% 0.4% 2.0% 1.4% 2.4%

Cost per 

Prisoner

Average 

Population

Direct Resource 

Expenditure

Direct Resource 

Expenditure

Cost per 

Place

£24,796

Cost per 

Place

£37,549 £34,696

Cost per 

Prisoner

Overall Resource 

Expenditure

Cost per 

Prisoner

£22,912 £2,938,968,257

Overall Resource 

Expenditure

Cost per 

Place

Average 

Population

Cost per 

Place

Cost per 

Prisoner

Certified Normal 

Accommodation

£1,940,783,996

Certified Normal 

Accommodation

Change (in real terms)

Change (in nominal terms)



 

Contracted Prisons (PFI)

2016-17 Totals 8,981 10,258 £368,402,683 £41,021 £35,913 £410,277,723 £45,684 £39,995

2015-16 Totals 8,868 10,015 £353,505,693 £39,862 £35,298 £384,053,189 £43,307 £38,348

Adjustments £0 £0

2015-16 Restated Totals1 £353,505,693 £39,862 £35,298 £384,053,189 £43,307 £38,348

113 243 £14,896,990 £1,159 £615 £26,224,534 £2,377 £1,647
1.3% 2.4% 4.2% 2.9% 1.7% 6.8% 5.5% 4.3%

Restated 2015-16 expenditure1 £361,479,571 £40,761 £36,094 £392,716,114 £44,283 £39,213

1.3% 2.4% £6,923,112 £260 -£181 £17,561,609 £1,400 £782

1.9% 0.6% -0.5% 4.5% 3.2% 2.0%

Contracted Prisons (Operate & Manage)

2016-17 Totals 4,784 5,452 £89,818,199 £18,775 £16,474 £119,483,284 £24,976 £21,915

2015-16 Totals 4,784 5,377 £92,130,389 £19,258 £17,133 £124,341,893 £25,991 £23,123

Adjustments £0 £0

2015-16 Restated Totals1 £92,130,389 £19,258 £17,133 £124,341,893 £25,991 £23,123

0 75 -£2,312,191 -£483 -£659 -£4,858,609 -£1,016 -£1,208
0.0% 1.4% -2.5% -2.5% -3.8% -3.9% -3.9% -5.2%

Restated 2015-16 expenditure1 £94,208,535 £19,692 £17,519 £127,146,621 £26,577 £23,645

0.0% 1.4% -£4,390,337 -£918 -£1,045 -£7,663,337 -£1,602 -£1,729

-4.7% -4.7% -6.0% -6.0% -6.0% -7.3%

Total (as per Table 2a)

2016-17 Totals 78,800 84,750 £1,943,546,987 £24,664 £22,933 £2,997,687,957 £38,042 £35,371

2015-16 Totals 78,271 84,705 £1,897,972,242 £24,249 £22,407 £2,753,747,261 £35,182 £32,510

Adjustments £0 £120,390,295

2015-16 Restated Totals1 £1,897,972,242 £24,249 £22,407 £2,874,137,556 £36,720 £33,931

529 45 £45,574,746 £416 £526 £123,550,400 £1,321 £1,440
0.7% 0.1% 2.4% 1.7% 2.3% 4.3% 3.6% 4.2%

Restated 2015-16 expenditure1 £1,940,783,996 £24,796 £22,912 £2,938,968,257 £37,549 £34,696

0.7% 0.1% £2,762,992 -£131 £21 £58,719,699 £493 £675

0.1% -0.5% 0.1% 2.0% 1.3% 1.9%

Notes to Table 2b:

1.   The table provides a breakdown of the changes in nominal terms over the two years, including adjustments where appropriate, between Public Sector and Contracted Prisons.

   This table also gives an adjustment by the GDP deflator to give changes in real terms between the two years, using figures published by the  Office for National Statistics on 29 September 2017: 100/ 97.7941

2.   The unit costs of public and private prisons are not directly comparable because of different methods of accounting and of scope (e.g. PFI prisons include interest charges and most private prisons 

      include health and education costs).

Averages and Expenditure figures have been rounded to the nearest integer. Totals were formed from unrounded figures and therefore may not equal the sum of the rounded parts.

Change (in real terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Change (in real terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Change (in real terms)



Explanatory notes 
 
Data in this report are drawn from administrative IT systems. Although care is 
taken when processing and analysing the data, the level of detail collected is 
subject to the inaccuracies inherent in any large-scale recording system. 
 
Contact points for further information 
 
Press enquiries should be directed to the Ministry of Justice press office: 
 

Tel: 020 3334 3555 
Email: press.office@justice.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other enquiries about these statistics should be directed to: 
 

Financial Management & Control 
HM Prison & Probation 
Ministry of Justice 
10th Floor 
102 Petty France 
London SW1H 9AJ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
General information about the official statistics system of the UK is available from 
http://statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-statistical-system 
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