
Average annual sales 
growth of more than 30% 
after taking part in SBRI.

30%

30%80%

More than 80% of 
businesses find that 
taking part in SBRI 
stimulates ideas for further 
innovation projects.

A third of businesses
go on to create new 
intellectual property such 
as patents, registered 
trademarks or copyright.

GOVERNMENT CHALLENGES IDEAS FROM BUSINESS INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

Helping Government Helping Business
SBRI helps government organisations solve 
tough challenges by connecting them with 
innovative businesses. 

SBRI o�ers innovators the chance to win a 
government contract of £1m or more to help
demonstrate and develop their new technologies.

Solve problems

Access new ideas, suppliers and technologies Increase sales

Attract investmentSave money and achieve objectives

Support small businesses Kickstart further innovation

Get funding for new ideas

360+ competitions 3,060+ contracts

2017

2008

Karen Livingstone, Director of Strategic Partnership, NHS East of England Dan Hook, Managing Director of ASV

“The real winners in this competition have been the 
patients. We know that we will save lives through 
these products.”

“The SBRI programme has been fantastic for us. It’s 
helped us move from an idea to a product that we know 
suits the need of the end user.”

Richard Kirk, CEO, PolyPhotonix Asha Peta Thompson, Co-owner of Intelligent Textiles Ltd

“Independent health economists predict that the 
Noctura 400 could save the NHS up to £1bn a year.”

“It was a godsend to us. It finally meant that we were 
taken seriously by the British MOD. We never would have 
come into contact with government ministers otherwise.”

£50-100k
TO TEST AN IDEA

£1.0m+
TO DEVELOP

A PROTOTYPE

More than 80 public sector organisations have 
already used SBRI successfully, including:80+

£1.5bn
NHS SAVINGS

7.0m
PATIENTS HELPED

For instance, SBRI could help the NHS…

Grow their businessDrive the UK economy

Encourage innovation

50%

66%

More than £470m has 
been invested in SBRI 
development contracts.

470m

Over 66% of contracts 
go to SMEs

More than half of 
businesses find SBRI 
support makes it easier 
to get finance.

More than 50% of 
businesses say taking 
part in SBRI makes 
them more likely to 
innovate in the future.

50% FIND DETAILS OF ALL CURRENT 
COMPETITIONS AND APPLY ONLINE

support@innovateuk.gov.uk

FIND OUT HOW YOUR GOVERNMENT 
ORGANISATION COULD BENEFIT FROM SBRI

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/
sbri-the-small-business-research-initiative

10%
Jobs creation in companies that take part in 
SBRI is nearly 10% higher than average.

mailto:support@innovateuk.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sbri-the-small-business-research-initiative

