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	10 May 2017
	


Dear Sir or Madam
Re: General Data Protection Regulation: Call for Views 
The Royal College of Physicians (RCP) plays a leading role in the delivery of high quality patient care by setting standards of medical practice and promoting clinical excellence.  We provide physicians in the United Kingdom and overseas with education, training and support throughout their careers.  As an independent body representing over 33,000 Fellows and Members worldwide, we advise and work with government, the public, patients and other professions to improve health and healthcare. 

The RCP is grateful for the opportunity to respond to the above consultation. In doing so we would like to endorse the response submitted by the Wellcome Trust. We have also liaised with our archive manager and would like to make the following comments.
Theme 5 Archiving and Research
· The RCP processes personal data for inclusion in the historical collections for the purposes of both historical research purposes and archiving. We have built up an archive of both institutional activities and the lives and careers of members. This is an invaluable resource for the history of medicine and public health. But this is a private archive, rather than a governmental collection

· There is currently no equivalent in the UK to the statutory basis for creating and maintaining national archives and governmental collections which exists in many territories in the EU. 

· A formal statutory basis for creating and maintaining governmental and public sector archive collections is needed. 

· There are also many private archive collections which join with the public sector holdings to form the basis of our rich cultural history and tradition. These currently have no statutory or legal basis beyond very limited organisation specific requirements. 

· It is not reasonable that collections which make up at least half of our cultural history has no legal basis for continuing to exist and acquire new material, and no specific protection against the rights listed in articles 15 to 21.

· A formal statutory basis for creating and non-governmental and private sector archive collections is needed.

Yours faithfully
