Companies House (CH) response to DCMS Call for Views on the General Data Protection Regulation derogations

The Registrar of Companies is legally obliged to maintain a public register of certain information about companies including includes personal information regarding company officers as laid down in the Companies Acts. The information forms part of the public register. 

The central exemption which the Registrar relies on is section 34 of the DPA 1998. If this exemption was removed, or narrowed, it could restrict the Registrar’s ability to publish personal information collected under the Companies Act 2006 or to operate the registry. The Registrar would be unable to disclose personal information relating to company officers. This would affect the fundamental purpose of the register; to maintain a public register of corporate information in the public interest. Unless section 34 is drafted in substantially the same terms as it is currently, Companies House will struggle to exempt under DPA personal information required by the Companies Act to be made publicly available.
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