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Administrative recognition

Where someone has been recognised as a British citizen for many years, but
information comes to light which shows this to have been in error, it may be
appropriate to continue to treat the person as a British citizen whilst his or her
position is being regularised.

This practice, which is known as administrative recognition, may be
particularly appropriate where the person has an urgent need to travel and is
unable to obtain a national passport or other travel document quickly. It will
usually amount to allowing the person to keep any erroneously-issued United
Kingdom passport and, perhaps, to continue to come and go as if he or she had
the right of abode in this country.

Where it has been decided to give administrative recognition, the Passport
Agency or FCO will usually issue a letter along the following lines:
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The arguments for and against giving administrative recognition in any particular
case will often be finely balanced, and no undertaking should be given to an
applicant or enquirer without reference to UKPA or the FCO as appropriate.
(Cases should be referred via INPD(L) Policy Section.) It may be possible, and
preferable, to construe an old passport or certificate of entitiement application as
an undetermined application for citizenship, and to resolve the case in that way
(see Volume 1 Chapter 6).





