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WHAT SUPPORT IS THE UK PROVIDING?
The CSSF programme in the Caucasus began in 2015 and is now expanding to include Moldova and Belarus.
The programme aims to improve the effectiveness and accountability of government and security sectors to
increase trust in official structures and improve their responsiveness to citizens needs. It works to counter
and reduce the effect of destabilising disinformation through the development of government strategic
communications capability and supporting independent media platforms to enable them to counter
disinformation. It helps increase the space for constructive dialogue on conflict resolution through
supporting creative dialogue mechanisms and confidence-building measures to ensure the participation of
leading official and civil society actors. Also it focuses on reducing the isolation and vulnerability of conflictaffected societies.

WHY IS UK SUPPORT NEEDED?
A more stable, resilient and reformed Eastern Partnership region is in the UK’s national interest. Specifically
UK programme funding is needed to support improvements in the governance and security sectors of these
countries to enable them to develop their own systems to resist destabilising internal and external
influences. The UK is one of the few donors with the combination of expertise and flexible programmes,
which ensure its interventions are effective and responsive to a dynamic policy environment. The
programmes are closely linked to wider UK policy objectives, including on countering disinformation and the
fight against violent extremism in the Middle East and across wider Europe.
WHAT RESULTS DOES THE UK EXPECT TO ACHIEVE?
We expect to help increase the effectiveness and level of government and security institutions and, in doing
so, increase the public trust in them. Our support will help strengthen civil society so that they are better
able to hold their governments to account. It will provide greater awareness and access to better, factual
information and increase opportunities for conflict stereotypes to be challenged and reassessed. The
programme will also facilitate increased government interaction with conflict resolution dialogue processes
and improved trust and information sharing between conflict parties.

