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6 April 2017 

 

Dear  

 

PROVISION OF REQUESTED INFORMATION 

Thank you for your request for information about live animal exports which we received 

on 14 March 2017.  Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information 

Act 2000. 

The information you requested and our response is detailed below: 
 
“Using Freedom of Information Law (FOI Act 2000) I request the following information 
as recorded by APHA: 
 
1, Between September 2016 and March 2017 the number of consignments of live farm 
animals destined for export inspected by APHA officials at the port of Dover 
 
The number of inspections carried out by APHA Inspectors between 1 September 2016 
and 14 March 2017 (date of your request), at the port of Dover were as follows: 
 

 Horses – 72 consignments were checked during 21 inspections 

 Cattle – 4 consignments were checked during 3 inspections 

 Sheep – 1 consignment was checked during 1 inspection 

 Pigs – 2 consignments were checked during 1 inspection 

 Goats – no consignments were checked. 
 
The number of consignments represents the number of individual export health 
certificates on which animal(s) were certified on vehicles inspected. 
 
2, The number of consignments of live farm animals in this period where inspectors 
issued enforcement notices WIT08 or WIT09, with the reason - e.g. details of non-
compliances found - and species of livestock involved. 
 
During the period 1 September 2016 and 14 March 2017 (date of your request), APHA 
inspectors issued 16 WIT08 or WIT09 notices as follows: 
 

i. Horses – 9 notices served for the following reasons: 
 



 

 

 transporting unregistered horses on a long journey without a Journey Log 
and vehicle with no navigation system, 

 no transporter authorisation and vehicle approval (5 notices served for this 
reason), 

 no vehicle approval, 

 driver unable to produce a certificate of competence, 

 horses travelling on ro/ro ferry and not individually partitioned. Driver 
unable to produce a certificate of competence, and 1 horse not fit for 
transport. 

 
ii. Sheep – 7 notices served for the following reasons: 

 

 no Journey Log and insufficient headroom, 

 vehicle not adequately cleansed and disinfected prior to commencement 
of loading, 

 tailgate raising/lowering system to be repaired once vehicle unloaded 

 fan not working, 

 driver unable to produce certificate of competence (2 notices served for 
this reason), 

 no way of visually checking the water level in the tank. 
 
3, The number of consignments of live farm animals in this period where some or all of 
the livestock were refused for loading, and ET45 forms issued, along with the reason” 
 
Please note APHA have no record of ET45 forms, the forms used when rejecting 
animals to travel are ET54 forms. 
 
During the period 1 September 2016 and 14 March 2017 (date of your request), Official 
Veterinarians returned 58 ET54’s to APHA where animals were rejected as not eligible 
to travel. 
 
In accordance with Section 1(1)(a) of the FOIA, we confirm that we hold some of the 
data requested regarding the reasons for rejection. This is because when completing an 
ET54 the Official Veterinarian is not required to certify the reason an animal was 
rejected. 
 
After checking approximately 500 ET54 forms during the requested period the following 
reasons were found to be recorded: 
 

 dead 

 lame 

 too many presented for loading 

 not presented for export 

 not tagged 

 Genotype ARR/AHQ 

 Male uncastrated. No Brucella Ovis test performed within 30 days. 



 

 

 
 

 

Information disclosed in response to this FOI request is releasable to the public. In 

keeping with the spirit and effect of the FOIA and the government’s Transparency 

Agenda, this letter and the information disclosed to you may be placed on GOV.UK, 

together with any related information that will provide a key to its wider context. No 

information identifying you will be placed on the GOV.UK website. 

I attach an Annex which explains the copyright that applies to the information being 

released to you and contact details should you be unhappy with the service you have 

received. 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact the Access to Information Team 

at the email address below or postal address at the top of this letter. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION TEAM 

Email:  enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

mailto:enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

Annex 

 

Copyright 
The information supplied to you is Crown copyright, unless otherwise stated, and is 
protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for 
your own purposes, including for the purposes of news reporting. You can find details 
on the arrangements for re-using Crown copyright information at: 

 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-
licence.htm 

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be 
protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information 
originated.  You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third 
party (non Crown Copyright) information.  

Complaints 
If you are unhappy with the result of your request for information you may request an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this letter.  
 
If you wish to request an internal review, please contact: The Access to Information 
Team at enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk or at the postal address at the top of this letter, 
who will arrange for an internal review of your case.   
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to 
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  Please note that 
generally the Information Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have first 
exhausted APHA’s own complaints procedure.  The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-licence.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-licence.htm
mailto:enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk



