
 

 

 
 
13 October 2016 
 
Statistical News Release: Hate Crime, England and Wales, 2015/16 
 
The latest hate crime statistics are released today by the Home Office. This bulletin contains: 
 

 The number of hate crimes recorded by the police in England and Wales in 2015/16 which 
were motivated by one or more of the following five monitored strands: race, religion, sexual 
orientation, disability or transgender identity. 

 Information on the types of offences associated with hate crime. 

 Analysis of how hate crime offences recorded in 2015/16 were dealt with by the police. 

 Provisional information on the number of racially or religiously aggravated crimes recorded by 
the police around the time of the EU referendum. 

 
Key points from the bulletin 
 

 In 2015/16, there were 62,518 offences recorded by the police in which one or more hate 
crime strands were deemed to be a motivating factor. This was an increase of 19 per cent 
compared with the 52,465 hate crimes recorded in 2014/15. 

 The number of hate crime offences in 2015/16 for the five centrally monitored strands were as 
follows: 

o 49,419 (79%) were race hate crimes; 

o 7,194 (12%) were sexual orientation hate crimes; 

o 4,400 (7%) were religion hate crimes; 

o 3,629 (6%) were disability hate crimes; and 

o 858 (1%) were transgender hate crimes. 

It is possible for one hate crime offence to have more than one motivating factor which is why 
the above numbers sum to more than 62,518 and 100 per cent. 

 There were increases in offences recorded for all five of the monitored hate crime strands 
between 2014/15 and 2015/16. 

 As stated by the Office for National Statistics (ONS), action taken by police forces to improve 
their compliance with the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) has led to improved 
recording of crime over the last year, especially for violence against the person offences 
which constitute a third (33%) of recorded hate crime offences. Together with a greater 
awareness of hate crime, and improved willingness of victims to come forward, this is likely to 
be a factor in the increase in hate crimes recorded by the police in 2015/16 compared with the 
previous year. 



 

 

Hate crime and the EU Referendum  

 Due to the widespread reporting of and interest in hate crime around the time of the EU 
referendum, information has been included in the statistical bulletin on the levels of hate crime 
recorded around the referendum which took place on the 23 June 2016.  

 There was an increase in the number of racially or religiously aggravated offences recorded in 
June 2016, followed by an even sharper increase in July 2016. The number of offences 
declined in August but remained at a level higher than prior to the referendum. The number of 
racially or religiously aggravated offences recorded by the police in July 2016 was 41% higher 
than in July 2015. This level of increase in these offences broadly mirrors the increase in hate 
crime reported by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) over the summer.  

Number of racially or religiously aggravated offences recorded by police, 2013 to 2016 
 

 

Source: Police Recorded Crime, Home Office 

Notes 

1. ‘Hate Crime, England and Wales, 2015/16’ can be found here: 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-2016 

2. The latest NPCC report on hate crime can be found here:  
http://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/tackling-hate-crime-remains-a-priority 

 
For all press enquiries, please contact the Home Office Press Office who will liaise with  
Crime and Policing Statistics: 
 
Newsdesk – 020 7035 3535 
Monday – Thursday: 07:00 – 21:00 
Friday: 07:00 – 20:00 
Emergency media call, out of hours: 07659 174 240 
Please note: the press office deals with enquiries from the media only. Members of the public should 
phone 020 7035 4848 
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