
   
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
   

Good practice guidance on the carriage by private individuals of black powder 
(gunpowder) and smokeless powders for use in small arms, small arms 
ammunition and model rocket motors 

General 

Private individuals are permitted to transport up to a total of 30kg of explosives for 
leisure/sporting activities in a private motor vehicle. In ADR1 1.1.3.1 (a), as qualified 
by Regulation 9 of The Carriage of Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable 
Pressure Equipment Regulations 2009 (as amended), “explosives” includes black 
powder (gunpowder) and smokeless powders for use in small arms as well as small 
arms ammunition and model rocket motors.   

The following recommended methods cover the safe and secure transport of 
explosives by road. They do not cover transport by rail, sea or by any form of public 
transport upon which there may be further restrictions. It is the responsibility of the 
individual carrying the explosives to ensure compliance with prescribed limits.  Any 
relevant documents must accompany the explosives throughout the journey. 

Packaging 

Only explosives classified for transport should be carried and they should remain in 
their original transport packaging whenever possible. This packaging should display 
appropriate hazard warning and security labels. 

Where it is not possible to transport the explosives covered by this guidance in their 
original packaging, they should be placed in one of the following accepted 
containers: 

 black powder flasks/horns or containers designed or adapted to throw a 
measured or measurable charge, having a fully closed plate or removable 
stopper; 

 closed or stoppered tubes or phials designed to contain sufficient powder or 
propellant for one shot; 

 black powder twists carried in a closed container; or 
 in the case of small arms ammunition and cartridges, a robust bag or 

purpose-made carrier designed for the purpose. 

Each accepted container should be placed in outer packaging acceptable for the 
explosives under the provisions of ADR, such as a fibreboard box displaying the 
appropriate carriage and security information, and each accepted container should 
be packaged in such a way that the contents cannot spill or fall out. 

Security 

A person involved in the carriage of dangerous goods must take all reasonable steps 
to ensure that unauthorised access to those goods is prevented and take appropriate 
steps to ensure the security of the explosives in the event of an accident or 
emergency. 

Packages containing explosives must be covered or concealed in such a way as to 
prevent their identification by any casual observer or anyone not involved in the 
carriage. They should be kept out of view in the load carrying area (e.g. boot) with 

1 European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road 

9th May 2012 



 

 

 


