DON’T BE
CAUGHT OUT
A guide to the regulations
on buying and selling fish

PLEASE REPORT ANYTHING SUSPICIOUS
Contact Crimestoppers anonymously. Cash awards may be available.
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WHO CAN SELL THEIR CATCH?
Recreational fishing
If you catch fish for your own
enjoyment, you can keep it for your
personal consumption but you must
not sell it. This includes:
●● Recreational angling
●● Fishing holidays
●● Sporting events
●● Recreational fishing by diving,

lining, potting, netting or
towed gears
EU regulations prohibit
the marketing of fish from
recreational fisheries.

Commercial fishing
If you fish commercially from a
vessel, you must have a fishing vessel
licence. If you sell fish without a
vessel licence, you will be committing
an offence. Some exemptions apply
for small unpowered vessels.

Small vessels and shore
fishermen
You may be able to sell your catch
without a licence if:
●● You fish commercially from an

●● You fish commercially from the

shore without a vessel
You will need to keep records
of what you sell and declare the
income. The Marine Management
Organisation (MMO) may check
your sales and pass the details
to environmental health officers,
Trading Standards and HMRC.

Recreational Charter
vessels
You must have a licence to sell any
fish caught by a vessel on charter,
unless the vessel is unpowered and
not more than 10 metres length.
This applies whether the fish are
sold by the charterer, skipper or any
of the anglers, divers, sportsmen
etc on the trip.

What do I need to do?
If you need a fishing vessel licence
or if you’re unsure about whether
you can sell your catch, get in touch
with us. You are strongly advised
not to enter any commitment to
acquire a vessel licence without first
contacting the MMO. Our contact
details are on the back.

unpowered vessel of not more
than 10 metres length

REMEMBER: UNAUTHORISED
SELLING IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE
It is a criminal offence to sell fish caught from most
unlicensed fishing vessels or caught for the purposes of
recreation including from chartered pleasure vessels.
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REGISTERING AS A BUYER
OR SELLER
The Registered Buyers and Sellers
Scheme is designed to help ensure
that fish is traceable from net to
plate and to monitor and protect
fish stocks. Under the scheme, if
you are an auction agent or sell your
fish across a designated auction site
then you must register as a seller
of first sale fish. In other cases, all
commercial fish buyers are required
to register with the MMO and
provide details of their transactions.
This applies to sea fish at the first
point of sale from landing.

If you buy fish for personal
consumption
You don’t need to register if you
buy fish direct from a licenced
vessel, as long as it’s for your own
consumption and you don’t buy
more than 30kgs of fish at a time.

If you buy fish for
your business
If you buy fish from a licensed
vessel for resale or for a restaurant

or catering business, you must be
registered and submit a sales note
for every purchase you make.

If you sell fish from
a licensed vessel
If you sell fish direct from your own
licensed fishing vessel, you don’t
need to register with the scheme.
You can sell small quantities to
individuals for their own private
consumption and we encourage you
to sell your fish through a registered
buyer and seller otherwise.

If you sell fish at a
designated auction
If you sell fish at a designated fish
auction, you must be registered
and submit sales notes for every
lot you sell.

What do I need to do?
If you want to register, or you’re
unsure if you need to register, get in
touch with us. Our contact details
are on the back.

REMEMBER: BUYING FROM
UNLICENSED VESSELS IS ILLEGAL
It is illegal to buy fish from an unlicensed fishing vessel.
If you do, you may be committing a criminal offence.
Certain conditions apply to allow the sale of fish from
unpowered vessels of not more than 10 metres in length
so if in doubt please check with your local MMO office.
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HOW TO REPORT ILLEGAL ACTIVITY
Illegally caught fish is untraceable,
unsustainable and can harm fishing
businesses which abide by the rules.
Please help us tackle this problem.
Report any suspicious selling to us.
Your information will be treated in
strict confidence, unless you tell us
otherwise.

What you need to tell us
Please include these details when
you get in touch:
●● Who you think is selling

fish illegally

●● Why you think it’s illegal
●● Where the illegal selling took place

About you
Please also tell us a bit more about
you, such as:
●● Your name, date of birth, address

and phone number – let us know
if it’s ok to call you.
●● How you know the information,

who else knows about it and
what connection you have, if any,
to the seller.

●● What they’ve done

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH
To report suspected illegal activity contact
Crimestoppers (anonymously) on 0800 555 111
If you have a query contact the MMO at
info@marinemanagement.org.uk or call us
on 0300 123 1032
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