
The link between absence and attainment at KS2 and KS4: national level data

Metadata Specification



Description

This document describes the data contained in the absence and attainment underlying data file, which contains national level data only.

National files

Information on overall absence by key stage 2 and key stage 4 attainment measures based on key stage 2 assessments and key stage 4 examinations taken in the academic years 2008/09 to 2013/14 inclusive.


[bookmark: File_format_and_conventions][bookmark: Format]
File format

The underlying data contains the following files:

· KS2_percentage_point_absence.csv – rows in this file are identified as percentage point bands based on absence rates and relate to attainment at the end of key stage 2

· KS2_days_missed_absence.csv – rows in this file are identified as the number of days missed due to absence and relate to attainment at the end of key stage 2

· KS2_percentile_group_absence.csv – rows in this file are identified as pupil percentile bands based on roughly equal numbers of pupils with equivalent levels of overall absence and relate to attainment at the end of key stage 2*

· KS4_percentage_point_absence.csv – rows in this file are identified as percentage point bands based on absence rates and relate to attainment at the end of key stage 4

· KS4_days_missed_absence.csv – rows in this file are identified as the number of days missed due to overall absence and relate to attainment at the end of key stage 4

· KS4_percentile_group_absence.csv – rows in this file are identified as pupil percentile bands based on roughly equal numbers of pupils with equivalent levels of overall absence  and relate to attainment at the end of key stage 4*

Note that the restriction imposed on the main tables, which only present information for brackets with at least 500 pupils as the Department has deemed this as a sensible number of pupils on which to make fair comparisons, has not been applied to the underlying data files. The underlying data gives more granular information to enable users to create their own brackets and make comparisons as they see fit. However, please note that comparisons between groups where there are small pupil numbers should be treated with caution.

*These tables are designed so that a similar number of pupils are present in each row, roughly one per cent of pupils. Pupils were placed in ascending order of overall absence rates across KS2/KS4 and then grouped into one per cent bands. Where pupils had the same overall absence rate they were always placed into the same band (the lowest of the two within which pupils with that overall absence rate would sit if placed into precise one percent bands) which means that some brackets include slightly more than one per cent of pupils, and some include slightly fewer than one per cent of pupils. Generally, percentile group 1 includes roughly the one per cent of pupils with the lowest overall absence rates across KS2/KS4 and the final percentile group bracket contains roughly the one per cent of pupils with the highest overall absence rates across KS2/KS4.

[bookmark: Rounding_Convention][bookmark: Suppression]Suppression

Pupil numbers of 1 and 2 have been suppressed and published as “x”. The corresponding attainment indicators and percentages have also been suppressed.
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Abbreviations and definitions

	Abbreviation
	Definition

	KS2
	Key stage 2

	KS4
	Key stage 4

	Authorised_absence
	Absence due to all authorised reasons

	Authorised_holiday_absence
	Absence due to agreed family holiday

	Authorised_missing_absence
	Absence due to authorised reasons with no further reason breakdown given

	Authorised_other_absence
	Absence due to other authorised circumstances

	Excluded_absence
	Absence due to being excluded (no alternative provision)

	Illness_absence
	Absence due to illness (Not medical or dental appointments)

	Late_absence
	Absence due to having arrived late

	Medical_app_absence
	Absence due to medical / dental appointments

	No_reason_yet_absence
	Absence with no reason yet

	Overall_absence
	Absence due to all reasons

	Religious_observance_absence
	Absence due to religious observance

	Study_leave_absence
	Absence due to study leave

	Traveller_absence
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Absence due to traveller absence

	Unauthorised_absence
	Absence due to all unauthorised reasons

	Unauthorised_holiday_absence
	Absence due to family holiday not agreed

	Unauthorised_missing_absence
	Absence due to unauthorised reasons with no further reason breakdown given

	Unauthorised_other_absence
	Absence due to other unauthorised circumstances


[bookmark: Notes_for_fields][bookmark: Annex_A]
Annex A – Field Listing

A full list of fields and the order in which they should be shown on the file is given below.

KS2_percentage_point_absence.csv
	Year
	Academic year in which KS2 tests were taken

	Absence_type
	Category of absence

	Absence_percent_band
	Absence percentage bands based on specified absence type across the whole of KS2

	Endks_pupils
	Number of pupils at end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L4P
	Number of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L5P
	Number of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L4P_percent
	Percentage of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L5P_percent
	Percentage of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2



KS2_days_missed_absence.csv
	Year
	Academic year in which KS2 tests were taken

	Absence_type
	Category of absence

	Absence_days_missed
	Number of days missed due to specified absence type across the whole of KS2

	Endks_pupils
	Number of pupils at end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L4P
	Number of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L5P
	Number of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L4P_percent
	Percentage of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L5P_percent
	Percentage of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2



KS2_percentile_group_absence.csv

	Year
	Academic year in which KS2 tests were taken

	Absence_type
	Category of absence

	Percentile_group
	Pupils split into equal sized one per cent percentile brackets in ascending order of overall absence rate

	Lower_perc
	Lowest overall absence rate for pupils in the percentile based on absence across the whole of KS2

	Upper_perc
	Highest overall absence rate for pupils in the percentile based on absence across the whole of KS2

	Endks_pupils
	Number of pupils at end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L4P
	Number of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L5P
	Number of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L4P_percent
	Percentage of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2

	KS2_Read_Mat_L5P_percent
	Percentage of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2
























KS4_percentage_point_absence.csv

	Year
	Academic year in which KS4 tests were taken

	Absence_type
	Category of absence

	Absence_percent_band
	Absence percentage bands based on specified absence type across the whole of KS4

	Endks_pupils
	Number of pupils at end of KS4

	AC5
	Number of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C at the end of KS4

	AC5EM
	Number of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics, at the end of KS4

	EBACC
	Number of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate at the end of KS4

	PTAC5
	Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C at the end of KS4

	PTAC5EM
	Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics, at the end of KS4

	PTEBACC
	Percentage of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate at the end of KS4


























KS4_days_missed_absence.csv

	Year
	Academic year in which KS4 tests were taken

	Absence_type
	Category of absence

	Absence_days_missed
	Number of days missed due to specified absence type across the whole of KS4

	Endks_pupils
	Number of pupils at end of KS4

	AC5
	Number of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C at the end of KS4

	AC5EM
	Number of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics, at the end of KS4

	EBACC
	Number of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate at the end of KS4

	PTAC5
	Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C at the end of KS4

	PTAC5EM
	Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics, at the end of KS4

	PTEBACC
	Percentage of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate at the end of KS4


























KS4_percentile_group_absence.csv

	Year
	Academic year in which KS4 tests were taken

	Absence_type
	Category of absence

	Percentile_group
	Pupils split into equal sized one per cent percentile brackets in ascending order of overall absence rate

	Lower_perc
	Lowest overall absence rate for pupils in the percentile based on absence across the whole of KS4

	Upper_perc
	Highest overall absence rate for pupils in the percentile based on absence across the whole of KS4

	Endks_Pupils
	Number of pupils at end of KS4

	AC5
	Number of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C at the end of KS4

	AC5EM
	Number of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics, at the end of KS4

	EBACC
	Number of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate at the end of KS4

	PTAC5
	Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C at the end of KS4

	PTAC5EM
	Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics, at the end of KS4

	PTEBACC
	Percentage of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate at the end of KS4




Annex B - Calculations used in the link between absence and attainment at KS2 and KS4 research report

1. Days missed due to different types of absence

For days missed due to absence of different types, each half day (one session) has been rounded up to the next full day, i.e. 1 or 2 sessions is equal to 1 day, 3 or 4 sessions is equal to 2 days and so on.
 
2. Percentile bands based on overall absence rate

For each key stage, pupils were placed in ascending order based on their overall absence rate across the whole key stage, then split into percentile bands so that each band represents one per cent of the end of key stage pupils.

When there are multiple identical values at a cut-point for the band, all pupils with an overall absence rate equivalent to the cut-point pupil have been included in the same percentile band (the first interval that absence percentage was observed in) so the actual numbers of pupils in each bracket are not exactly equal.

The lower and upper percentages for pupils sitting within each percentile bracket have been provided to give an indication of the range of overall absence rates for pupils within each group.
Key stage 2 

3.  Absence rate for each category across the whole of KS2:




4. Percentage of pupils achieving level 4 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2:




5. Percentage of pupils achieving level 5 or above in reading and maths tests at the end of KS2:



Key stage 4
	
6. Absence rate for each category across the whole of KS4:







7. Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C:



8. Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*-C, including English and mathematics:



9. Percentage of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate:



