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Introduction: Johnston Press

Johnston Press is one of the largest regional publishing groups in the UK.

Our portfolio encompasses 13 daily, 154 weekly paid-for and 37 weekly free
newspapers, a number of glossy monthly lifestyle magazines, smaller specialist
local publications, 215 local, e-commerce and mobile websites, and 31 tablet and
Smartphone apps.

Our brands have a long history of serving local communities including some of the
oldest and longest established newspaper titles in existence.

The Belfast News Letter, our daily title in Northern Ireland is the oldest English
language general daily newspaper still in publication in the world, having first been
printed in 1737. The Rutland and Stamford Mercury is Britain’s oldest continuously
published newspaper title - since 1712.

Johnston Press titles serve local audiences from Stornoway to Sussex, covering every
aspect of local life in the UK, bringing a trusted and professional voice to
newsgathering on issues at the heart of our communities.

The Freedom of Information Act and
Johnston Press

Since its introduction in 2005, the Freedom of Information Act has become a critical
tool used by local reporters across the Johnston Press group.

Our newspapers are non-partisan and objective.

Their role is to report, investigate, entertain and inform readers on issues which mat-
ter to them - often stories and features which are not covered by any other media.

Requests made under the Freedom of Information Act have become commonplace in
the daily work of Johnston Press local reporters in their dealings with local
authorities and central government.

These requests are made to seek information, shed light on hidden issues, expose
inconsistencies and to provoke debate.

The Act has led to the strengthening of the local press’s role in calling authorities
and politicians to account — and by giving the public access to the information in our
stories, it has strengthened the democratic process.
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It would be impossible to list all of the stories written in Johnston Press as a result of
the FOI Act since 2005, or even just in 2015. The appendix to this document shows a
selection of stories covered by just some of our titles.

This selection is intended to give the Commission an understanding of the breadth of
subject matter covered by the group and stories uncovered by FOI requests.

If the Act were not in place, many of these stories would have required huge
resources and many months of time to reveal.

Many would simply have never been written at all.

Here are some examples:

® The Yorkshire Post learned, through an FOI request, that police officers suspended
on full pay for more than a year had been paid more than £20million across the UK.
The spending in West Yorkshire was at the highest level, prompting serious debate
over how long it takes to investigate misconduct allegations.

The paper also used an FOI request to inform readers how senior fire officers were
paid tens of thousands of pounds for working during a strike — information that was
not made publicly available.

® In Edinburgh, the Evening News used FOI requests while reporting on the long-
running tram scandal, to reveal the identity of a mediator called in to sort out routes.

® The Scarborough Evening New showed how police were not making public details
of more than 130 crimes a week — including serious matters such as rape and kidnap
—information which was only giving a public airing due to an FOI request.

® The Sheffield Star showed how one person a week is injured in gun-related
incidents in South Yorkshire in a shocking report which came to light because of FOI
requests by Star reporters.

® The Derry Journal highlighted inadequacies in Northern Ireland’s health services
by revealing the numbers of young children with complex mental health needs who
had to be relocated outside of the province.

Much has made recently about flippant or puerile uses of the Act.

We see this argument as a distraction - all of the stories mentioned above and those
outlined in the appendix are by any definition part of the public interest.

They were created by reporters who have a very close relationship with their
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communities and avidly read by audiences who have established trusted relation-
ships with our products.

We have also witnessed changes in behaviour by local authorities since the
introduction of the act.

There is a greater understanding of the responsibility to provide detailed answers by
the gatekeepers of public information, the press officers and marketing assistants of
local authorities because of the existence of the act and the likely recourse to make
requests by reporters. There has been a noticeable change in behaviour by press
officers for local authorities and the police - liaising with and guiding the local press
through the questioning process to reach clearer outcomes.

Indeed some information is now regularly published without request — such as the
annual Food Hygiene Standards ratings compiled and released by councils.

Changes to the Freedom of Information Act:
Our concerns

Deliberative Space

We are concerned at the Commission’s intention to explore restrictions on the
openness of information relating to the internal deliberations of public bodies.
Whilst clearly some matters are confidential, we are concerned this will have a
detrimental effect on our ability to report on the background to public decisions,
particularly if the public interest is seen to be outweighed by the ‘chilling effect’ on
internal debate.

Charges

We feel the introduction of FOI request charges would directly inhibit the scrutiny of
public authorities by the local press.

Many investigations published by our newspapers do not come about after a single
request, but after a series of requests.

Charges would pose a considerable burden on local papers and websites given the
volume of requests made annually and our constant need to be conscious of costs.
The pressure on costs and resources is particularly acute for the local news media
industry at this time.

This pressure has been recognised by the Department of Culture and the

Chancellor of the Exchequer, who are exploring ways of supporting the local press in
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their role of enabling democratic debate.

We feel this reduction of investigation would enable public authorities to conceal
information and hide mistakes, which would have a detrimental effect on our
readers. This would go against the clearly stated intentions of the government to
preserve democratic scrutiny.

Cost limits

The Commission’s consultation document describes the need to avoid a
‘disproportionate burden’ on authorities in responding to FOI requests.

There are already reasonable upper limits on the cost of finding requested
information and the recent decision by the Appeal Court on the refusal of ‘vexatious’
requests addressed the issue of public interest.

We are concerned the introduction of further cost limits and restrictions will enable
authorities to refuse requests more easily purely on the basis of cost —regardless of
how important the information is to the public.

Tribunal fees

Plans to introduce a charge to appeal to the first-tier tribunal against an
Information Commissioner decision and the introduction of a charge for an oral
hearing also concern us.

This cost, like the potential request cost, will we believe, lead to less challenge of the
Commissioner’s decisions and have a detrimental effect to availability of
information.

Strengthening the act

We are concerned the case for strengthening the Freedom of Information Act has not
been set out as part of the Commission’s remit.

There are numerous issues concerning enforcement of the Act, time limits for
responses, the extension of the public interest test and allowing requesters actual
copies of documents (rather than just the information in them).

These have been publicly debated on many occasions in the ten years since the FOI
Act became effective.

However the Commission has not been given this scope under the terms of reference
provided by the Cabinet Office and we feel this should form part of any future review
of the effectiveness and remit of the Act.
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Johnston Press Editorial Board:

Jeremy Clifford, Editorial Board chairman,
Editorial director Johnston Press Yorkshire

Gary Shipton, Editorial Board vice-chairman,
Editorial Director Johnston Press South (Sussex)

Mark Waldron, Editorial Director Johnston Press South (Portsmouth)

Jean MacQuarrie, Editorial director Johnston Press Yorkshire
(Weeklies)

James Mitchinson, Editorial Director Johnston Press North Midlands
and South Yorkshire

Joy Yates, Editorial Director Johnston Press North East
Gillian Parkinson, Editorial Director Johnston Press
Graeme Huston, Editorial Director Johnston Press Northern Ireland

Colin Hume, Editorial Director Johnston Press Scotland (Weeklies)

Frank O’Donell, Editorial Director Johnston Press Scotland (Edinburgh)

Mark Edwards, Editorial Director Johnston Press Midlands

Tim Robinson, Group Editorial Design Director

Correspondence on this matter to:

Tim Robinson,

Johnston Press, No.l Leeds, 26 Whitehall Road, Leeds, 1.512 IBE.
Email: tim.robinson@jpress.co.uk

Phone: 0780 1195714
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Examples of use of the
Freedom of Information
Act by Johnston Press
newspapers and websites
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= YORKSHIRE POST

Police facing
misconduct
charges paid
over £20m

EXCLUSIVE

ROBWAUGH

NEWS CORRESPONDENT
1 Email: yp.newsdesk@ypn.co.uk
i Twitter: @yorkshirepost

POLICE officers accused of mis-
conduct have regularly received
tens of thousands of pounds
while being suspended on full pay
for more than a year, The York-
shire Post can reveal.

More than £20m was paid to
suspended officers in England
and Wales between April 20m
and the end of 2014, with West
Yorkshire Police recording one of
the highest figures.

The force paid just over £1m
to 45 officers over the period,
eight of whom received between
£30,000 and £49,000 while be-
ing suspended for more than 12
months.

West Yorkshire was one of
five forces that topped £1m and
dwarfed South Yorkshire, which
paid £169,000 to 11 officers,
and Humberside, which paid
£166,000 to 12 officers. Regional-
ly, North Yorkshire recorded the
lowest figures with £77,000 paid
to eight officers.

Nationally, the Metropolitan
Police had the highest bill, with
197 officers receiving £4.4m. Mer-
seyside was second highest with
almost £2m paid to 66 officers,

In May 2015, an FOI request by the Yorkshire Post revealed £20m had

including one who had been sus-
pended for nearly four years.

The figures, which were drawn
from freedom of information re-
quests to 43 forces across Eng-
land and Wales, showed Notting-
hamshire and West Midlands
also each exceeded £1m in salary
paid to suspended officers.

In all, 1,013 officers were sus-
pended over the period - a figure
that rivals the entire number em-
ployed by some forces. As well as
£20.8m paid to officers, a further
£7.3m was paid to 958 civilian
staff removed from work over al-
leged misconduct.

In numerous cases officers re-
ceived significant sums while ab-
sent for a lengthy period before
then resigning ahead of the out-
come of disciplinary investiga-
tions.

Responding to the figures, Alex
Duncan, professional standards
lead for the Police Federation,
said it was right that officers con-
tinued to be paid while suspend-
ed.

But he added: “We do have
long-standing concerns about
the length of time that investiga-
tions take - letting cases drag on
for years and years does not serve
the interests of anyone involved.

“We would urge the Govern-
ment to make these investigations

Continued on Page 2.

Police pay
£20m to
suspended
officers

From Page 1.
and the ensuing legal processes
far more speedy and effective.”

Merseyside Police reported
that it paid 14 suspended officers
just over £280,000 - an average of
£90,000 each in salary - before
they simply resigned.

In January, Home Secretary
Theresa May introduced new rules
designed to stop officers either re-
signing or retiring if facing allega-
tions that could lead to dismissal.
Officers were often suspended for
well over a year, including a detec-
tive sergeant with the Met revealed
to have been absent on full pay for
968 days over corruption allega-
tions, with the case still ongoing.

Although a majority of cases
resulted in dismissal or resigna-
tion, a significant minority were
concluded with officers return-
ing to work - sometimes after a
lengthy absence. Three officersin
West Yorkshire were reinstated
after being suspended for a year
or more at a cost of £120,000.

A Home Office spokesman said
the police disciplinary system
was being overhauled to improve
transparency and accountability,
including proposalsfor a12-month
time limit for investigations.

Detective Chief Superintend-
ent Clive Wain, of West Yorkshire
Police, said the decision to sus-
pend “isn’'t taken lightly” as peo-
ple can only be suspended on full
pay under national regulations.
He said: “We understand the con-
cerns about public money, but I
would like to reassure the public
that we will always look to make
the right decision.”

been paid to suspended police officers across the country.
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Inquiry into
massive secret
overtime deals
for fire chiefs

Public kept in dark over strike payouts

ROBWAUGH

MEWS CORRESPONDENT

o Email: yp_newsdesk@ypn.co.uk

B Twitter: @yorkshirepost

AN INVESTIGATION has been
launched after The Yorkshire Post
discovered overtime payments
running into tens of thousands
of pounds were made to chief fire
officers already in receipt of sala-
ry packages worth up to £185,000.

Payments totalling nearly
£40,000 were made to three sen-
ior officers with South Yorkshire
Fire Service for working during
strikes in 2014/15 but were not
publicly recorded by the local fire
authority.

They were personally ap-
proved by the authority’s chair-
man, Jim Andrews, deputy leader
of Barnsley Council, but other au-
thority members were not aware
of the payments which were not
discussed at meetings or identi-
fied in annual accounts.

Chief fire officer Jamie Court-
ney received an extra £14,390 on
top of his £185,000 pay package
while deputy chief Mark Shaw
and assistant chief John Rob-
erts, both paid well in excess
of £100,000, received an extra
£13,290 and £11,520 respectively.

It can also be revealed Mr
Courtney and Mr Shaw, who re-
tired at the end of March, were
paid for more overtime hours
than were actually taken up by
the series of strikes over a pen-
sions dispute which hit the serv-
ice nationwide.

The fire authority said the
overtime included carrying out
critical tasks before and after
strikes and insisted overtime had
not been paid for working during
normal office hours.

JIM ANDREWS: Fire authority
chairman approved the payments,
which were not revealed.

South Yorkshire is understood
to be the only fire service in the
country that paid chief officers
overtime for working during the
strikes.

More than 15 services across
the country contacted by The
Yorkshire Post confirmed no sim-
ilar payments were made with
some pointing out no overtime
would be paid as chief officers are
expected to be available for duty
at any time throughout the year.

The Association of Principal
Fire Officers, the chief officers’
union, defended the payments.

The Association said the work
was outside normal duties, but
acknowledged it was unaware of
any other service making such

payments.
‘ ‘ This is almost ,,
the equivalent
of ayear’s pay for
some people

Colin Ross, Lib Dem group leader
on Sheffield Council

A spokesman for South York-
shire Fire Service said it believed
other services had made similar
payments but could not confirm
any specific examples.

Fire authority chairman Jim
Andrews acknowledged there
were question marks against the
payments and said he was now
referring them to auditors for in-
vestigation.

He said he could not recall
when he approved them and
could not recall whether other
members of the fire authority —
made up of representatives from
the four South Yorkshire councils
—were told, but he did not think
they were,

Coun Andrews added he be-
lieved it was right decision to ap-
prove the payments.

Colin Ross, an authority mem-
ber and Lib Dem group leader on
Sheffield Council, confirmed he
wasn't aware of the payments and
they had not been discussed at
authority meetings.

The authoritys accounts
record each chief officer’s pay as
increasing but provide no expla-
nation as to why.

He said auditors needed to in-
vestigate whether chief officers
were entitled to the payments
and how they were authorised.

“This is almost the equivalent
of a years pay for some people,
said Coun Ross.

“We kept getting reports of
how much the strikes were cost-
ing us and assumed it was for
bringing in people who were
trained up to provide cover.

“I certainly didn't realise some
of this money was being spent on
senior officers.”

‘Payments justified’: Page 6.

Fire authority
says payments
were justified

Mystery over overtime to 999 chiefs
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WORKING OVERTIME...

(Overtime payments made to chief fire officers in South Yorkshire for
working during strikes:

Assistant chiaf fire
officer John Roberts

Chief fire officer
Jamie Courtney

390 £13290 £1152C

Daputy chiaf fire
officer Mark Shaw

In September 2015 an FOI
request by the Yorkshire
Post helped reveal how
chief fire officers had
received tens of thousands
of pounds in overtime for
working during the recent
industrial action. This
prompted an inquiry into
whether the payments
were lawful and how they
came to be made.
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Fines for
holidays
in term
time soar
past £1m

In August 2015 an FOI
request by Yorkshire Post
staff revealed the rapidly
increasing number of fines
being issued to parents in
Yorkshire for taking their
children on holiday during
term time.

10

20,000 Yorkshire families
hit with fixed penalties

ROBWAUGH AND

JOHN ROBERTS

W Email: john.roberts@ypn.co.uk

I Twitter: @yorkshirepost

MORE than 20,000 fines total-
ling in excess of £1m were issued
to parents in Yorkshire for taking
children on vacation in term time
last year, fuelling fears that a Gov-
ernment crackdown on school
absences has simply become a
“holiday tax”.

Council bosses warned that
some parents are choosing to
pay the fine as it was the only way
they could afford to go on a family
holiday. But the Department for
Education (DfE) maintained its
approach has improved school at-
tendance figures.

Tougher rules brought in two
years ago said headteachers
should only approve absences in
“exceptional circumstances”.

Previously, schools had greater
discretion and two week holidays
in term time could be permitted.

The numbers of fixed penal-
ties across the region rocketed
to more than 20,000 in 2014-15,
up from about 14,500 the previ-
ous academic year and an almost
fivefold rise on the 4,5001ssued in
2012-13 before the rule change.

In 2014-15 more than £im in
fines, which begin at £60, was lev-
ied on parentsin Yorkshire. Leeds
and Bradford councils issued
3,573 and 3,319 fines last year, in-
creases of 64, per cent and 75 per
cent respectively on 2013-14.

During the 39-week school
year, Leeds and Bradford issued
fines to parents at an average rate
close to 100 per week.

Sheffield, East Riding, Kirklees
and Doncaster councils also all
issued more than 2,000 fines in
2014-15. The only council bucking
the trend was York, where just
two fines were issued last year.

The figures suggests some par-
ents are prepared to pay the £60
fine in return for booking a holi-
day in term time when the cost is
likely to be significantly cheaper.

Sheffield Council's cabinet
member for children’s services,
Coun Jackie Drayton, said: “Par-
ents tell us that, even after paying
a fine, the cost of a holiday that
starts in term time is still much
cheaper than school holiday pric-
es — and often means they can go

(AR, w
JACKIE DRAYTON: Called on
the Government to tackle sharp
rises in summer holiday costs.

away which many couldn’t if they
had to pay the inflated prices.”

She called on the Government
to work with the travel industry
to stop large price increases in
the school holidays.

But she stressed children
who spend more time in educa-
tion achieve better results and
the council works closely with
schools to improve attendance.

The Local Government Associ-
ation has called on the DfE to give
schools more flexibility.

It said a ban on term time holi-
days can be particularly hard on
workers such asthoseinthe NHS,
police and the military who may

bt 9
a fine is cheaper than

school holiday prices.

Sheffield Council cabinet member for
children's services Jackie Drayton.

be unable to request leave during
busy school holiday periods.

A DfE spokeswoman said: “It
is a myth that children missing
school is harmless to their educa-
tion and life chances.

“This is why we are encourag-
ing more pupils back into class by
toughening up on term-time holi-
days and attendance.

“Heads and teachers are now
firmly back in charge of their
classrooms, and most recent fig-
ures show we have made real
progress with 200,000 fewer
pupils regularly missing school
compared with five years ago.”
City hands out 100 fines a
week: Page 6.
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evealed: The
councillors who
haven’t paid
their tax bills

One may have voted illegally on budget

EXCLUSIVE

Joanna Wardill and Martin Slack

COUNCILLORS across Yorkshire
have failed to pay their own coun-
cil tax bills while forcing some of
the poorest in society to stump up
for the charge for the first time,
shock new figures reveal.

Five elected members in Brad-
ford are among the eight involved,
according to information ob-
tained by the Yorkshire Post, while
one Kirklees councillor may have
committed a criminal offence by
voling in a budget debate while in
arrears.

The revelations come as pov-
erty experts warn the withdrawal
of council tax benefit will lead to
skyrocketing arrears across the re-
gion as people previously deemed
“too poor too pay” are pursued.

Arrears across Yorkshire rose
from around £100m to £140m be-
tween 2008 and 2012 as people al-
ready liable struggled to pay in the
downturn. Experts warn the debt
will only get worse, putting more
pressure on local services.

Figures released by Kirklees
Council reveal the member who
voted illegally was in arrears of
£523, which the council is now re-
covering through an Attachment
of Earnings Order on their mem-
ber’s allowances — normally made
after reminders have been sent
and a court summons.

Fears the revelation may nullify
the budget vote were yesterday
dismissed by the authority.

A spokesman for Kirklees Coun-
cil said: “As with any member of
the public, we worked with the
council tax payer to come up
with a way which allowed them to
meet their responsibilities.

“When voting in the council

T T

DAVID GREEN: ‘If councillors are
in arrears they are unable to vote
on financial issues.’

meeting, under the Local Govern-
ment Act, it is the responsibility
of the individual councillor to de-
clare that they are unable to vote.

“In this case, the outcome of the
vote was not materially affected,
and will not need to be retaken.”

The Yorkshire Post submitted a
request to all of the region’s coun-
cils to ask how many councillors
had been in council tax arrears
over the past year. Bradford re-
vealed five had fallen into arrears
of between £93 to £1,103 but con-
firmed all debts had been repaid
in time for the budget meeting.

East Riding of Yorkshire said
one member was summonsed to
court for arrears of £1,436 but that
was now cleared.

A City of York councillor also
fell into arrears of £64, since paid.
All councils refused to name the
councillors involved under Data
Protection.

Bradford Council leader Coun
David Green said it was “not ide-
al” for a councillor to be in arrears,
and added iflegal action had to be
taken, it could render the council-

lor’s position untenable. “If coun-
cillors are in arrears they are un-
able to vote on financial issues,”
he said. “ But sometimes, as with
anyone, there are reasons why
people don’t make a payment, or
maybe two.

“But when it's brought to our at-
tention we chase it up and make
sure those monies are paid.”

When someone falls into ar-
rears, they are sent a reminder,
and a final notice, before being
summonsed to court, where a
liability order can be made - a
lengthy and costly process.

A Department for Communities
and Local Government spokes-
man said: “Local councils are
responsible for setting and main-
taining levels of council tax.

“Councillors should lead by ex-
ample. It is unacceptable for any
of them to be in arrears and legis-
lation stops them {rom voting on
any financial matters if they are
two months behind in payments.”

Eleanor McGrath, of the TaxPay-
ers’ Alliance criticised the coun-
cillors for failing to set an example
to the residents they represent.

“Councillors failing to pay their
on time hardly inspire the confi-
dence oflocal residents,” she said.

“Council tax has gone through
the roof over the past decade so
it's no surprise some are strug-
gling to pay their bills. Councillors
should pay on time though, and
not cost taxpayers money through
reminders.”

The region’s remaining authori-
ties reported no councillors in ar-
rears, though Calderdale Council
and Sheffield City Council refused
to respond to the freedom of in-
formation request, citing the Data
Protection Act.

Dire warnings: Page 6;
Comment: Page 16.
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In 2013, an FOI
request by the
Yorkshire Post
revealed eight
councillors across
the county were in
arrears for council

tax.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence

Johnston Press



13
News

TheScarboroug

PAPER OF THE YEAR YORKSHIRE 02 AWARDS 2014 FILEY & HUNMANBY MERCURY, PAGE 31

Revealed: Rape,
kidnap and 132

ExcrLusive sy lan Ji
g it "
e MARCH 2-8
Police are hiding crimesinclud-
ingkidnapandrapetotryto
dupethe publicinto thinking
Scarboroughissaferthanitis. CRIMES IN
Thatsthe scathing view of the S 7§ ONEWEEK
former chairman of a police
watchdog, after The Searbor-
ough Newsunearthed scores of OF THOSE...
crimestheforcedidntwant you
toknowabout.
Inthespaceofjustoneweek,
drugs were trafficked anda |||
smallgirl raped and policedealt REVEALED AT
with dozens of violent attacks THE TIME
and burglaries.
None of this was made pub-
lichythepoliceinScarborough. = g1 [E0]TNA
“There is just smoke and
mirrors to make sure there's /
Jjust no bad news.” said Jane |
Kenyon-Miller, the retired

former head of North York-

st Pl ; .\ INVESTIGATIONS J
shire’s Police Federation. “The REMAIN OPEN /£

pressisthe bridge betweenthe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 =

In September 2015, an FOI request by the
Scarborough News revealed how details of more
than 130 crimes - many serious - had not been
released to the public

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press
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Bullying ‘epidemic’:
parents call for action

No pupil expelled from school for offence in last four years

EXCLUSIVE BY IAN JOHNSON
lan johnson@jpress.co.uk
Twitter @lan_JohnsonSN

AScarboroughNews inves-
tigation has revealed fewer
pupils are being kicked out of
class, amid claims not enough
is being done to tackle the bor-
ough’s bullying “epidemic”.

Not one secondary school
student has been expelled, nor
hasany primary pupil been sus-
pended, for bullying in the last
fouryears.

Across the borough, over
1,424, secondary school pupils
have been suspended from
class for offences ranging from
assaulting staff and pupils to
sexual misconduct.

The figures mean that on
average, at least one pupil is
suspended for every day of
term-timein Scarborough.

But only a fraction of those
offences have been deemed se-
riousenough by schoolstowar-
rant expelling the pupil.

And with bullying not one
of them, parents have called
for the schools to “stop turning
ablind eye” to bullying.

“It seems that bullies’ rights
are more important than their
vietimg’,” said the father of one
girl who he claims was on the
receiving end of a beating from
two known bullies.

His daughter was also
suspended for two days for
throwing punches during the
fracas, but he, and other par-
ents, claimsbullies are allowed
toreturn to school while their
“vietims” feel like they have to
move.

“Children obviously move
under their own accord, but
they are being forced into that
situation as nothing is being
done to tackle the bullying epi-
demic.”

Figures obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act
showthat since 2011, temporary
suspensions have fallen by over
26 percentintheborough’s sec-
ondary schools, with ayear-on-
year decline.

In the 2011/2012 term, 417
pupils were suspended across
the borough. Lastyear, that fig-
ure was down to 308.

Across the four-year period
of ourfigures, the borough’sbig-
gest school Graham has regu-
larly topped the suspensions

Secondary
school
expulsions and
primary school
suspensionsfor
bullying in last four years

1,424

Total secondary school
suspensionsin four years

pupil suspended
for every day

of termtimein
Scarborough

Dropin
suspensions
between
2012 and
2014

In June 2015, an FOI request by the
Scarborough News revealed how fewer pupils
had been expelled for bullying in four years,
despite widespread concerns by parents.

table, and has bucked the local
trend with suspensionsactually
increasing — with Ofsted posi-
tively highlighting thisin a re-
cent report.

Butaccordingtoourfigures,
Graham School is one of three
secondaries in the borough -
along with the smaller Eskdale
and the Scarborough Pupil Re-
ferral Service -that hasn't sus-
pended anybody directly for
bullying since at least 2011.

The Scarborough News con-
tacted the school’sheadteacher
Helen McEvoy but she wasuna-
vailable.

But our figures show while
the rest of the other schools
haveissued atleast one suspen-
sioninrecentyearsfor bullying,
nobody has ever been directly
expelled forit.

One mother claims she
pulled her daughter from a
large Scarborough secondary
following a bullying campaign.

“Theymadeherlife hell, but
theywere allowed to come back
—howisthatright?” she said.

“To me it just seems easier
to let the victims find a new
school, ratherthan for someone
totake astand totryandtackle
bullying.”

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence

Johnston Press
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il‘ S '-'5.\-.1r0ugh Hosplta

" Accident & Emergen

Exc:'u;nsmnuunnmu and drug-fuelled patients _ / L N ==
ian johnson@ijpress.co.uk i ' - = = 0 " ividin ANC
i el b cause chaos in A&E at the _ ‘ % - (‘ 1din Ent rance ﬂ

weekend.

Intotal, 166 assaults were
More than100 assaults carried out in the region’s

have beenmade on hospitals between April
life-saving hospitalstaffin 2012 and March 2013, in-
Scarboroughoverrecent  cludingScarborough.

€0 \iienis YE

Security measuresat the - , T - ; A
years, newfigures reveal. hospital have been beefed 9 - - -
| Astaffmember claims that - ' : * &4 y.ScarboroughHospitalis oneofthe
health workers are “hit and ; P - : * York NHS Trust hospitals, including

kicked”regularly, as booze  TURNTO PAGE 21 > s _d v " tYorkitselfand Bridlington, where

staff haVebeen attacked by patients

In January 2014, an FOI request by the
Scarborough News revealed more than 100 assaults
had been made on hospital staff in the town.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press
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100 INCIDENTS ADAY
REPORTED TOTHE
POLICEIN SHEFFIELD

By ALexEvans
Multimedia Reporter
alex.evans@jpress.couk

-
i 4
Acrimewasreported every 15

minutes in Sheffield last year-
withthe city centre, Darnall and

€ Followme: @alexandercevans

Burngreave hotspots for offences.

he Star

SERVING SHEFFIELD SINCE 1887

Figures obtained in a Freedom of
Information Act request submitted
by The Star under the Your Right To
Know campaign show there were
103.8 erimes reported every day in
Sheffield in 2014-15.

The figure equates Lo an average
of four offences every hour.

Five murders, six kidnappings
and 54 threats to kill are among al-
most 38,000crimesreportedin Shef-

16

field between April 2014 and March
2015,

The number of shoplifting, as-
sault and public order offences all
inereased, while burglary, thefts
from vehicles and thefts from per-
son all fell,

Other areasinthetopiofor erime
include Broomhill, Sharrow and
Gleadless Valley.

CONTINUED ONPAGE 9

In August 2015, an FOI request by the Sheffield Star
revealed how revealed a crime was reported to police
every 15 minutes in the city and named the areas with
the highest reported crime.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence

Johnston Press
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FLY-TIPPING: WE REVEAL FULL EXTENT OF CITY'S LITTER PROBLEM

Fox Hill Road, Foxhill Southey Green Road, Southey Foux Hill Place, Foxhill

In February 2015,
an FOI request
by the

Sheffield Star
revealed the
worst fly-tipping
blackspots in the
city.

BYELLEN BEARDMORE
Priitical Reportar
e, beardmore

These shocking photo-
graphs reveal Sheffield's
worst fly-tipping hotspots.

Figures obtained by The
Star's Your Right to Know
campaign show the prob-
lem affects residents across
the city, with discarded bags,
rubble and industrial waste
even seen in beauty spots.

Council officers say they
have secured 27 convictions
for the offence, which is dif-
ficult to prove asitoften hap-
pens during the night.

FULLSTORY: PAGES 8-9
Robey Street, Fir Vale

IESZE Tl 01SGUSTING CRIME THAT HAS BECOME CITY'S SCOURGE

Revealed: Our most litter-strewn areas

Abbeydale Roadis covered
inrubbish... butits stateis
indicative of awider problem

[ ]
Fir-ipong roar Brosdbend Park. oft:

| complaies
[
res

7 2 cormpl
WADOSTRORS ASMIITNDSPT  STAMDPNTEOAD SANML
commplaies fe——

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press
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SHOCK INJURY TOLL IN FIREARMS OFFENCES

\
Onepersonaweek is injured
ingunincidents in South
Yorkshire, shock new figures

have shown.
Across the county, 214 people have been

hurt or seriously injured in firearms-
related offences including murders,
manslaughter, robberiesand assaults,
since 2010 -more than one aweek.

In Sheffield, 128 people have been hurt
infirearms crimes-or two everymonth
since 2010.

FULLSTORY:SEEPAGES 8-9

FEATURES

m HOW SHEFFIELD DISTRICTS COMPARE ON FIREARMS INCIDENTS

Revealed: City’s real extent of gun crime

SI-IEFFIELD‘S
WORST
HOTSPOTS

Community leaders disappointed’ by new statistics and call for greater police action

ar In March 2015, an FOI

request by the Sheffield
Star revealed one person
aweek is injured in gun
incidents in South York-
shire. This request also
showed how across South
Yorkshire 274 people had
been injured in a
firearms-related incident
since 2010.

45““!

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press
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Thisis Sheffield's most rat
infested road.

Rat catchers dealt with 24 inci-
dentsofvermin on Herries Road
from April 2014 to April 2015, fig-
uresobtained for The Star's Your
Right to Know Campaign'reveal.

Environmental serviceswere
called out 12,928 Limes since
April 2010 to areas across the
city.

Herries Road and Deerlands
Avenue in Parson Cross feature
many timesinthetopioover the
five year period.

Other hotspots during this
year include Barnsley Road in
FirVale, Main Roadin Darnall
and nightelub row Carver
Street in Sheffield city
centre,

In Sheffield, Parson

? t4. Cross, Darnall, Firth

5 Park, Manorand Page Hall

| alifeature prominentlyinthe fig-
o ures from 2010 to 2015.

EFULL STORY: PAGES 8-9

YOI.II! LCL IR0 THE TRUE EXTENT OF SHEFFIELD'S RODENT PROBLEM

The Star reveals the top [[']
rat hot spots across thecity

John Bartholemew, 71: Tused to try to whack ‘em with my garden spade’

RATFACTS
April 00-1018 pmerenmensal sersices wers caled ot
Ba times.
TOP 10 ROADS APRIL 2014-2015
il n
Wi R, Darrist B
e Bamely Rowd Fir Vabe ]
okt al 5 Frth Park Ruad, Firsh Pork il
iy Laryer Sireet, Gy Cemre 1
' Sublin Line Firth Park, n
Hathershira Lan, Parson Cruess il
W Gty e Mener 0
Wenshey Strens, orge Hal 0
Hinde House Lane, Page Hall 0
Prince of Woles Road, Mansr o
Makrvws Raad, Wacurm ]
Wratfiekd Contre, Westfiold »
TOP 3 ROADS APRIL 2010-2011
1 Deartands Avona. Parson Cross a
H Herries Road, Shirecife n
3 Friste of Wles Snad, Maner B
TOP 3 ROADS APRIL 2011-2012
1 Wortkworth s ParsanGrass
4 Stanitorth Lany, Direeh
3 Staviforth Read Darmal
TOP 3 ROADS APRIL 2012-2013
1 City Rnad, Mancr: a
z Weadbaw e, Hesasonteant "
@ & Horfolk Park Svona, Narfak Park o
timgs omvironmana
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tarviced wons caled servicaswere cifled " ot 8o M Rinad,
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Awenen, Parson Cross. Shirechftu. from Apri z Desriandks fvenun. Parson Cress 5 043015,
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In May 2015, an FOI request by the Sheffield Star revealed
the areas in Sheffield with the highest reports of rats.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press
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Police defend new

£50,000 system

after slow sign-up

New messaging gives officers ability to directly inform the public

THE police have defended
a £50,000 messaging system
after 11,000 people have
signed up to use it in more
than a year.

Hampshire Alert allows
police officers to text, e-mail
or voice message people
directly but residents must
register.

Figures show just 491
people in Portsmouth, 305 in
Gosport, 1,047 in Havant and
757 in Fareham and 10,256 in
total as of August last year.

But Hampshire Constabu-
lary, which paid £52,215 in
set-up and licence costs, has
said the system is a good way
to keep people informed.

A spokesman said: ‘During
the first year of implementa-
tion we have been training
our neighbourhood teams
who are now able to send

by BEN FISHWICK

Crime and court reporter
ben.fishwick@thenews.co.uk

messages and promote sign
ups. It is not just a commu-
nity messaging system as
it allows officers to better
profile communities using
demographic data and focus
targeted messaging, setting
community policing priori-
ties through targeted surveys
based on peoples preferences
for contact.’

He added that since The
News put in a Freedom
of Information  request
the number of users has
increased to 11,635.

And so far 1,762 messages,
comprising of 504226 e-mails,
were sent out.

Bob Coombes, Hampshire
Neighbourhood Watch chair

and secretary of the Gosport
branch, said the messages
reached more people than the
sign-ups show.

He said neighbourhood
watch co-ordinators pass
on the Hampshire Alert
messages to their traditional
networks, which include
6,000 people in Gosport and
12,000 people in Fareham
alone.

Mr Coombes added: ‘It's
very new and the officers
are only just using it so the
number of messages going
out is gradually increasing.

‘The other thing that
Gosport do is we've got a Face-
book page, we get the same
messages out to people who
are not on schemes, that’s an
incredible amount of people.’

Kevin Briscoe, corporate
communications and PR

specialist and director of
Briscoe French, based in
Sarisbury Green, said he had
not seen the system.

But he added: ‘Done prop-
erly this could be a fantastic
local engagement tool for the
police as well as generating
invaluable intelligence and
information for them.’

Jonathan Isaby, Chief
Executive at the TaxPayers’
Alliance, said: ‘Innovative
approach to crime-solving
can be a good thing, but only
if it works.

‘Authorities must do every-
thing in their power to ensure
value for taxpayers’ money
when designing these new
schemes.’

Police said the system is
under a constant evaluation.

Join here hampshirealert.
co.uk

In September 2015, an FOI request by the Portsmouth News revealed the
low take-up of a police and public messaging system.
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Thousands spent
by police on hunt
for missing Ashya

TR

s

RECOVERING Ashya King with his brother Neveed

by BEN FISHWICK
The News
ben.fishwick@thenews.co.uk

HAMPSHIRE police spent more than
£16,000 on the search for cancer patient
Ashya King when he first vanished, new
figures have revealed.

A core of 12 officers worked at any one
time during a six-day period between
August 28 and September 2, in their
hunt for the five-year-old.

Details released to The News reveal 40
staff and officers claimed £12,712.97 in
overtime during that period.

Assistant Chief Constable Sara Glen
said: ‘If we receive a report that there is
imminent threat to the life of a child, we
will act swiftly to provide a response to
ensure that the child is located.

‘In such circumstances, we will use
all necessary resources available and
ensure that we work within our legal
framework. Our priority was and always
will be the welfare of the child. We are
pleased to hear about reports of Ashya’s
progress.’

But Ashya’s grandmother Patricia
King, 77, of Southsea, said the amount
spent was ridiculous.

Core team worked on
six-day investigation

She said: ‘It’s absolutely disgusting to
spend all that money when there’s crime
going on. It’s just a joke.

‘It was absolutely disgraceful chasing
my son and putting him in prison.’

Cancer-sufferer Ashya’s parents Brett
and Naghmeh, of Southsea, took him
out of Southampton General Hospital
without telling medics.

Police launched an international
manhunt with specialist detectives
working on the case in Netley.

Officers obtained a European Arrest
Warrant, which Chief Constable Andy
Marsh said was critical in finding
Ashya. The Kings were arrested and
imprisoned in Spain where they were
found 48 hours after disappearing.

They were released three days later
without charge before going on to get
their son proton beam therapy in the
Czech Republic.

Simon Hayes, Hampshire’s police and
crime commissioner, said: ‘They were
told by the hospital there was a missing

/

boy whose life was in danger.

‘Had they not done it and said the cost
was £16,000, I would have been very criti-
cal of them and I think so would a lot of
the public. This is an example of what
policing costs.’

The cost, released through the Free-
dom of Information Act, doe not account
for officers, staff and duty hours for
those who had peripheral involvement.

The £16,258 spend includes experts for
the Crown Prosecution Service and is:
M Police officer overtime — £8,880.23.

M Police staff overtime — £3,832.74.
B Travel and parking - £132.81.

B Subsistence - £213.63.

B Accommodation — £ 1406.20.

M Flights - £792.48.

W Experts to inform the CPS — £900.

Ashya had a brain tumour, which
surgeons in Southampton removed.

But a dispute arose about his after-
care, as his parents wanted him to have
proton beam therapy.

The procedure is not available in the
UK and at the time the NHS said it would
not fund the treatment abroad. Ashya
has now received the treatment.

A review by Portsmouth Safeguarding
Children Board is due to report soon.
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In April 2015,
an FOI request
by the
Portsmouth
News revealed
how much had
been spent

by police in
the search for
missing cancer
patient Ashya
King.
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Flop Soundwaves concert
ditched after £60,000 loss

oY o

SWANSONG ... the audience in Bents Park, South Shields, for the Soundwaves festival last year.

In March 2015, an FOI

: +
f L 3 request by the Shields
Gazette revealed how a
published concert cost South Tyneside
06:00 Tuesday 17 March 2015 Council £60,000 and
attracted just 3,300 people
A FLOP concert which cost South Tyneside Council
£60,000 last summer has been ditched. 8
comments
There was outrage when the Gazette revealed the
authority had spent £103,015 to stage the Soundwaves o
concert in South Shields’ Bents Park in August.
Figures obtained under the Freedom Of Information Act HAVE
YOUR SAY

showed that the event, which attracted just 3,300 people,
brought in only £43,250 in ticket sales and led to a review
of the borough’s summer events programme.

Now it has emerged that Soundwaves, which last year featured
performances by All Saints, Texas, Gabrielle and Lulu James, will not be
repeated.

Instead, organisers of the borough's summer entertainment programme
have announced an additional free concert - bringing the number of
summer gigs up to four.

The newly-named South Tyneside Festival is well known across the region
for its free open-air concerts which traditionally take place on three
consecutive sundays in Bents Park during July.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press



Evéning Post

Only 55% of perverts caught grooming children online charged

PAEDOS
SLIPPING
THE NE1

By LAURA WILD
laura.wild@lep.co.uk
@LAURAWILD _LEP

ONLY half of 101 preda-
tors caught grooming
children on the internet
have been charged.

Shock data revealed
through a Freedom of In-
formation request shows
that dozens of youngsters
have been contacted by
paedophiles through
social media, chat rooms
and messenger services
across Lancashire in the
past five years.

And after being
befriended, the children
have either met the of-
fenders, sent or received
explicit photos or been
forced to watch sexual
acts performed on a
webcam.

In the 101 reported
cases, 56 people were
charged, 26 were never
caught, seven were given
a caution and two were
given final warnings.

One case is continu-

In March 2015, an FOI request by the Lancashire Evening Post
revealed the difficulties facing the authorities in bringing online
paedophiles to justice, with just one in two facing charges.

25

ing, two were closed, four
faced no further action.
and in two cases prosecu-
tion was not possible.
Today Claire Lil-
ley, head of child online
safety at the NSPCC said:
“The internet is a great
tool for young people but
it has grown quicker than
our ability to regulate
it and ensure it is used
safely, Sadly, predators
are quick to exploit new
technology to take ad-
vantage of young people.
and keeping children safe
online is now the biggest
child protection chal-
lenge of this generation,
“Alongside tough sanc-
tions for those caught
grooming we need to ed-
ucate our children about
staying sale on line.
“Simple tips like not
giving out personal de-
tails, never sharing im-
ages vou wouldn’t want
to be shared more widely
and reporting anyone

TURN TO PAGE 5

By AASMA DAY
Health Reporter
aasma.day@lep.co.uk

DRUNK AGED
NINE IN A&E

and South Ribble Hn?lilillh, after
drinking over the past five years.

able situations. Lynne Sime, acting
matran of emergency medicine

In June 2013, an
FOI request by
the Lancashire
Evening Post
addressed the
issue of youth
anti-social
behaviour from
the angle of
under age
drinking.

This was part of

CHILDREN as young as nine
have been admitted to Lancashire
hospitals suffering from alcohol-
related illness, shock figures
reveal today.

Figures obtained by the Lan-
cashire Evening Post under the
Freedom of Information Act show
the alarming level of binge drink-
mng in young people who end up in
hospital as a result of drink-related
conditions or injuries.

The information shows the ages
of children aged 15 and below
who were admitted to Lancashire
Teaching Hospitals, which runs
the Royal Preston and Chorley

The figures reveal that during
2008/09, at least one child aged
nine attended the emergency de-
partment and was admitted
to a hospital
alcohol IlelLd TEASONS,

Even in the past 12
months, children as
youngas 11 and 12 hav
been treated in A&E or
admitted to a hospital
ward as a result of drink-
ing too much.

ospital emergency department
specialists today revealed that they
tend to see more under-age drink-
ing in young girls than in boys and
wpmwul their concern at young-
sters putting themselves in vulner-

ward due to @ Ns

at Royal Preston Hospital, said:
“We have seen children as young
as nine come into the emergency
department as a re-

a wider investi-
gation into the
sult of alcohol and also a number problems
of 11 and 12-year-olds. . .
“However, the majority of associated with
underage drmk; rswho end
up in hospital tend to be teenage

13 to 16-year-olds.
TURN TO PAGE 7

drinking.
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By LAURA WILD
laurs wild@press.co.uk
WLAURMWILD LEP

COUNTY Hall withheld almost
a quarter of a million pounds in
wages from striking workers in
one day, it can be revealed.

Thousands of Lancas
County Council empl
< Imlmsr hundreds of te
staged a one-day walk-out in the
summer as purt of national in-
dustrial action,

Now data released through
}-ru_dum nr Ininrm mun laws

that have not yet been put into
the HR system by line managers
are not included in this figy

suggested it
should be invested in job crea-
tion or support schemes.

David Borrow, deputy leader
of the county council, said; “That
money will remain in the gen-
eral pot unspent, (o be spent on
s ha |[ !hx. council feels

“1 am aware nf occasions with
other authoritics where a request

County council reveals wages lost by workers on walk-out

1-DAY STRIKE
COSTS STAFF

2223,000

In September 2014, an
FOI request by the
Lancashire Evening
Post revealed how
much was saved in

the wages bill during

a one-day strike by
council workers across
the county.
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was made for money not paid out
tw ll(_ used for a good cause. 1 am
re that this has ha appened
ashire.,

[ a request wa mudd&. by staff
reps, we would look at i

TURN TO PAGE 5

i
even higher, as the statistic was
based on July and August payroll
deductions, and strike ahsences

MARCH: Public sector workers on strike in Preston

In December 2014, an FOI request by the Lancashire Evening Post revealed
the money the local health trust spends on company cars and the luxury
models being acquired at a time when it was facing £14m cuts.

HS CHIEFS
RIDE IN
LUXURY

Johnston Press

NHS chiefs are
driving around
in luxury tax
payer-funded
cars at a time
when patients
are taken to
hospital by fire
engine.

By LAURA WILD

laura, wild@jpress.co.uk
ELAURAWILD_LEP

AMBULANCE bosses are cutting
services to the bone and patients have
been taken to hospital by fire engines
—but managers are driving around in
luxury taxpayer-funded cars,

A Freedom of Information re-
quest has revealed the com-
pany car list for the North
West Ambulance Serv-
ice (NWAS) staff in-
cludes 260 Range Rover
* Evoques — with prices
starting at £40,000, 22

BMWs and 34 Audis.

‘j\ : - y TURN TO PAGE 5
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youngsters aged under 10 commit sex
assaults, knife offences and racial abuse

By LAURA WILD
lep.newsdesk@lep.co.uk
BLAURAWILD_LEP

THE number of seri-
ous crimes committed by

SCHOOLS

UEDFOR
£780,000

County’s 5-year total payouts to
pupils over slips, trips and falls

by JENNY SIMPSON
| ssimpsoni@lep.co.uk
LANCASHIRE schools have
paid out nearly £800,000 in
compensation to pupils in-
volved in classroom accidents
aver the past five vears.
Lancashire County Coun-
cil has shelled out £783 831
in public liability payments to
parents who have sued over
trips, falls and similar incidents
involving pupils.

A Freedom of Information
request revealed there were
10K successful claims over inju-
ries sustained while on school
property hetween 2006-07 and
2011-132.

Awards fnréwhysiml injuries
included £12.519 ’)aid last year
to a pupil who fell while climb-
ng a tree.

Another student won
£49.712 after hurting his hand
climbing a gate while a third

responsibility, they cannot
be prosecuted but are dealt
with by youth offending
teams.

Data released under the
Freedom of Information Act

In Apri 2013, an FOI

% children under 10 - includ-  shows that in 2008/09 there 2
\ ing rape and arson - was to-  were 39 offences, In 2012/13, 3
Y day branded “worrying” by  this had shot up to 183 - |
Lancashire’s policing boss, although police say the huge &
. In the past five years, 818 rise is linked to a change in - ||
= youngsters under 10 have  the way the offences arc E
been linked to 655 offences  recorded. 8
in Lancashire, including Today, community lead- £
sexual assault, possessing  ers have raised concerns ||
knives and racial abuse, H
e W Because the children are
] e under the age of criminal TURN TO PAGE 5
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In February
2014, an FOI
request by the
Lancashire
Evening Post
revealed the
scale and nature
of youth crime
in the county.

request by the Lancashire
Evening Post revealed the
size of the compensation
bill facing Lancashire
County Council from
pupils suing over injuries
and accidents at school.

got more than £6,000 for cut-
1ir_|i; aleg sliding down a hand-
rail.

Educational campaign- |
ers said they were concerned
about a “compensation cul-
ture” developing in schools but
teachers said they carried out
sensible risk assessments for |
activities,

FULL STORY: PAGE 4

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence
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@m’t@ E‘mmmml[ Robinson spends three times
' more on US visit
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published
Kids as young as 9 sent away for ™"
t reatm ent First Minister Peter Robinson spent more than three times as much on air
fares to the United States over St Patrick’s Day last year than Deputy First
08:52 Friday 16 October 2015 minister Martin McGuinness.
The Western Trust has confirmed that children as young 0 Mr Robinson spent £22,931.47 on travel expenses during a trip to America

as nine with complex and mental health needs have had for an investment conference and the traditional St Patrick's Day visit to the

:: be r_elocaftel_::_ou;side:ftNor:r::rn Ireland because White House in 2010, while Martin McGuinness spent £6,437 on the same
sresnoRcirhore totreat fhet. o visit - a difference of £16,494.47,

In some cases local children have spent around 900 days
(around two and half years) in placements in England or

comments,

The First Minister, who was reappointed to the top spot in the Assembly
the south of Ireland. HAVE yesterday at the first meeting following last week’s Assembly election, was
YOUR SAY accompanied on the official visit by a special adviser and private secretary
The ‘Journal’ has obtained information under the and flew business class on a flexible return ticket.
Freedom of Information Act which shows that over the past decade, 13
children from the Western Health & Social Care Trust area have had to be

sent beyond Northern Ireland for treatment.
The Deputy First Minister was also accompanied by a special adviser and a

private secretary but, while he flew business class on the transatlantic
flight, he flew economy class on the internal flights during the visit.
The youngest children affected were aged nine, 10 and 11, while the others

are all aged between 14 and 17. During the visit the Executive pair met US President Barrack Obama at the
White House in Washington, as well as leading figures in the Irish American
The most recent placement was made in August 2014 and there are four business community at a major investment conference in Chicago.

children currently still being treated in England or in the south of Ireland.

The purpose of the visit was to encourage American firms to invest in the
North in order to help stimulate the economy and create employment
here. Both men described the visit as productive after their return.

The figures were obtained after concerns had been raised earlier this year
over the lack of facilities to deal with children with complex needs.

Explaining the reasons for the children placed in care, a Western Trust
spokesperson said: "On all occasions children are placed outside Northern
Ireland for services which are not available in N. Ireland.

The figure was obtained through a Freedom of Information request made
by the Derry Journal.. The initial request was made in July 2010 but the
information, which should be released within 20 working days of
acknowledgment of receipt of the request, was only released on Thursday

“0On each occasion this is in agreement with the child’s/ young person’s
May 5th, the day of the Assembly election.

family and extensive discussion has taken place with the service user as

appropriate, prior to any move taking place.
Repeated inquiries were made about the status of the Freedom of

Information request but officials from the Office of the First and Deputy
First Minister said it was awaiting clearance.

In October 2015, an FOI request by In May 2011, an FOI request by the
the Derry Journal revealed children Derry Journal revealed Northen

as young as nine years old have been Ireand’s First Minister Peter

sent outside Northern Ireland for Robinson spent three times more on
treatment because there are no a US visit for St Patrick’s Day than
suitable facilities locally. the Deputy First Minister did.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press
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Eleven charities probed in city

Kevin Mullan

updated published
17:49 Tuesday 22 July 2014 10:28 Saturday 26 July 2014
The Northern Ireland charity watchdog has received eleven complaints

about Londonderry charities since the commencement of investigatory
powersin 2011, the Sentine/has learned.

Reports to the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (CCNI) ranged
from concern over the award of contracts, concern in relation to possible
private benefit and conflicts of interest and a lack of transparency.

There were also concerns relating to poor communications with
stakeholders, concerns that financial controls were inadequate, concerns
over possible mismanagement and concerns over the application of funds
received by various city headquartered charities.

Three CCNI investigations are still ongoing and the PSNI and Public
Prosecution Service (PPS) are currently pursuing a criminal case against
one |local charity.

Eight further investigations have been closed by CCNI, with no action
having been taken in some cases.

Details of the investigations were revealed to the Sentinel/in response to a
Freedom of Information (Fol) request.

The CCNI advised that it couldn't release the names of the charities in
question because it would constitute a ‘breach of confidence' under
Section 41 of the Fol Act.

It did, however, release the name of one charity, which was investigated
following an enquiry commencing on May 5, 2012.

The CCNI told the Sentinef. "You will note that the name of one charity has
not been redacted.

“As this concern was internally generated by the Commission, rather than
supplied by an external individual or organisation, it is not considered to
have the necessary quality of confidence to be exempt under section 41.”

The CCNI says the charity in question was the Changaro Trust, which,
according to a ‘social media’ website profile, was set up in 2007 to raise
funds for a refuge in Kenya.

The Commission says there was "concern in relation to finances of charity
and possible mis-management.”
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Hike in public money owed to
private firm for NW lab

Kevin Mullan

published

21:49 Saturday 09 May 2015

The annual sum of public money paid to a private developer that provided
£15m upfront to build the Altnagelvin laboratory and pharmacy in 2007,
hiked again between 2012/13 and 2013/14.

Outgoing Health Minister Jim Wells revealed that the annual amount the
public owe to the United Healthcare Land Company rose to £2,114,040 in
2013/14.

That's over half-a-million pounds per year more than the annual £1.6m the
Stormont Public Accounts Committee (PAC) was originally advised the
company would get from the Western Trust until 2032 - the projected end
of what is one of the longest-running Private Finance Initiatives (PFl} in
Northern Ireland.

The Minister made the revelation in response to an Assembly Question
from Foyle MLA Colum Eastwood.

“No new PFl projects were undertaken within the Foyle Area during
2013/14," said Mr Wells.

“There is only one existing project. The Western Health and Social Care
Trust made a unitary charge payment of £2,114,040 in 2013/14 for the
PPP/PFI Altnagelvin Laboratory and Pharmacy Services Centre.

“This project was completed as a PFl in 2007, and the annual unitary
charge payment is part of the 25 year concession on that project,” he
added.

The Altnagelvin laboratory and pharmacy will remain in private hands until
2032 at least.

In May 2015, an FOI request by the
Londonderry Sentinel revealed the
annual sum of public money paid

to a private developer that provided
£15m upfront to build the
Altnagelvin laboratory and phar-
macy in 2007 hiked again between
2012/13 and 2013/14. Outgoing Health
Minister Jim Wells revealed the
annual amount the public owe to the
United Healthcare Land Company
rose to £2,114,040 in 2013/14

In July 2014, an FOI request by the L.ondonderry Sentinel
revealed 11 charities had been investigated by the NI
charities watchdog since it was given powers to do so three
years earlier. The documents showed the range of concerns,

from poor management to financial irregularities.

Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence

Johnston Press
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In 2011, the
Edinburgh Evening
News revealed the
identity of a
mediator brought in
to settle the
long-running tram
sage in the capital -
and the amount he
was paid, using an
FOI request
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TIE admits further utility diversions and checks still needed

‘Remedial
work’ may
spell more
misery yet

B CHRIS MARSHALL
Transport Reporter

THE Caopital faces fresh tram
misery afte it emerged that yet
mare work is needed o move
undergraund pipes and cables
in the ity cenre.

Tram firm TIE, which previ-
ously clusmed the work was all
but complete, has begun the
search for 2 new conbracior to
Ty out tility diversicns and
“remedial” warks for Scottish
Water between Haymarket and
Yark Place.

The councilowned cormparny
today smid it woukd attempt o
keep dsruption te @ minmm
by cammymg out the work at the
same e s rack-lning. Bat
crities: saied TIE were hanang to re-
e usility works camied out sSnoe
2008, which have sobseguenthy
been fmd to be sabstmncdand.

According to figures released
by TIE eariser this year, 50,000
metnes of vitlities hove been
diverted, 97 per cemt of the
totul, with the remaindes being
“local commections and minor
cabling works”, which will be
fimished off at the conclugion of
the project. But it is understood

there are real concerns amaonyg
contractars abowt whility work
carsied out in Shandwick Place
and the divession of water pipes
i and arcund Princes Street.

Adverts for a new contractos
bave anly been placed within
the last few days.

John Carson, @ long-standing
critic af the tram project and a
fnemer director of mainsenance
at Network Rail, said: “Most
of this work wasn't done o the
right standard. This new con-
tract means digping wp all the
aress where the wark was con-
tentions. That means digging
up between Haymarket and

“This goes back to the heady
dayx of Princes Street and TIE
being bellbent on geting it
open and the rumours that
ahoonded that the subeonirac-
twes employed by Carillion
were nat doing the works 1o the
standard required.”

Mr Carson said there were
even sugpestons  the wromg
colour of pipes had been wsed
around Haymarket and in Leith
Walk. It was the lengthy delays
m the unlity diversion wark
which imitially led 1o the contract

“This goes hack
to the heady
daysof TIE
being hellbent
on getting
Primces Street
open”

JOHN CARSOM

Shane paid at least £15k for peace talks

THE American Glasgow in March. | and Siemens. The
medintor brought ing to bill i over and
in to broker details refeased whove the E1L3.000
five days of under Freedom of | spent on hiring
mediation talks Information lws, | Mar Hall end the
in Edinburgh’s gram firm TIE paid | maney spent on
long-runming tram | the London-hased | Gleddoch House
dispute wns paid medintor £14,700. | hotel.
ot least E15,000, it However, That figure also
has emerped. he may alen includes £3383 of
Michael Shame have received expenses racked
led Inss-ditch unadisclosed up by seven
peace talks ot the payments from enuneil staff,
exclusive Mar TIE's contractors | thought to include
Hall hotel nesr Eilfinger Berger | chief exeeutive

Sue Bruce and
director of city
develspment Dove
Anderson.

The medintion
ialks formed the
baxis for an new
mgreement which
has seen priority
works begin again
ot Haymnrket and

Gagar.
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dispute with Filfmger Berger.

It s understood that the con-
tract dmwn up between TIE
and the consirisction consor-
tium promised Bilfinger Terges
would have “exclusive Boence”,
mezning the streets would be
chear of other works.

Earlier this vear @t emerged
tram bemses bt resched an agres-
ment with corstrsction giang Car-
llion affer secret medintom mile,
with the Waherhampton-tased
firm seeking extrn money afer
monving thowsnds of metres of
w ity cables.

Cariliion ended itx associa-
tionn with the tmm project late
i 2004 when tram bosses sid
around B0 per cent of the arility
wark had been completed.

Morthern Irsh frm Farmns
and  Middlesex-bassd  Clancy
Dacwra were then dmfted in o
complete oustanding work at
Haymarket, Picardy Place, the
girpeet and Ovean Termimal.

A spolceswoman for Edmn-
busrgh Trams sid: “The majoc-
ity of this work relaies o the
ouistanding  wtilities commit-
ment and includes ducting and
street Hhting. The intention is
to carry this cat i fandem with
the infrastructure  on-street
warks to avod further disrop-
tionn to the city at a later date.

"It will alss provide the
oppartunity to ensure all works
carried out to date are suitable
with the final design for the
overhead line equipment which
was not completed ar the time
the ity works ocoured.
imarshalli@adinberghnews.aom
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Mystery mediator in tram
talks is finally revealed

being bunded one of the most

mallaon spent on o fancy utihises

revealed

k o brought i to chair talks held
'1 m%l"pﬂnl-'mm lzst momth at the excheive Mar
behind move to get I!nrlil.ll'.cwel il Gl

= L 15 Dame  was
pIDJECt on tl'a['l'\ ander Fresdon of Informa-

W -CHRIS MARSHALL
Transporl Reparter

THE slentity of the 1S media-
tar at the centre of lag-diech
talks to save the ams was
fmally revenled today as busi-
mess  leaders  branded  the
project “a disaster”.

Michoel Shane, s London-
based mediator kown for his
“no-nonsense” approach, was

tion laws after it emerged that
trum bosses are now “actively
coasidering™ opening a sectsan
af the line which does mot even
reach the aty centre. Mr Shane
has previously been mvaolved
m transport dspuies i Hong
Fong and Calfformia, but his
sueress with the Capital progest
= uncertain as talks continue.
Hews that tram bosses coald
the mute oaly == far as
Haymarket led to the progec

I CASHPLEATO MEW GOVERNMENT |

BOSSES of the embattied
tram praject will ask the new
Scottish Govermment for extra
cassh, it has been

A zource at TIE reportedly
said the update next month

was likely o propesea
request for more money,
given that the current
funding would only allow it o
complete the route between
the airport ansd Haymarket.

“disastrows”™ civil engineering
projects Scotland has ever seen.

An wpdair on the medix-
tion tabks is s=t o be given o
councillors next month, with a
farther update in fune,

Sources bave indicated that
the city council and TIE now
lpok set bo open just @ small
sectson af the overall 11.5-mile
roate, with plans io lease up 1o
20 trams alzo being considered.

Opening  the moute o Hay-
miarket would mean no tams
for busimesses whesch put o
with works on Shandwick Place
and Princes Street  Michos
Apter, chairman of the West
End Association, said there
woald be buge disappoiniment
should the rouste not  at least
extend to St Andrew Sguane.

He saixl: “Thix has got 1o go
down as ooe af the mast disas-
Trous ol engineering prajects
the country bas ever seen. We'ne
basically going to =e £500

upgmde — it begpans belief.

Tram bosses had hoped more
maney would become avadlable
after the Scotrish elections, bue
all the moin parties have now
comfirmed that there will be oo
new fanding. There is now a
real possshihity that the Hme will
not reach Princes Street.

Lizx  McAresvey, mterim
chief executive of Essential
Edinburgh, the body set up to
run the oty cemre Business
lmprovement Dhstrict, said:
“Ir would be undortunate if the
tram lme stopped outside the
city centre, which will be the
destmation for many of the
people who are [fely to use it~

In o statement on the Edin-
burgh Trams Facebook page.
the company sad “no decision”
had been taken an how much
of the mute would be built.
exmrshallPedinbunpiners.oom
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Anger as prisoners served up locally-sourced

chicken while schoolchildren are given imports

B DAVID McCANN and
JOHN-PAUL HOLDEN

PARENTS are spitting feath-
ers after it emerged school-
kids are being fed chicken
imported from as far away as
Thailand — prompting claims
children are being treated like
“second-class citizens”.

Chicken served to children
in Edinburgh and East Lothi-
an is shipped from countries
including Poland, Thailand,
Holland and Brazil accord-
ing to revelations unearthed
under Freedom of Informa-
tion (FOI) powers.

The news - which comes
fresh on the back of the
horsemeat scandal - has
been compounded by the
revelation that convicts at
Saughton Prison are fed
chicken from a firm which
sources produce locally from
farms in “Aberdeenshire,
Speyside and Ayrshire”,

Data released under FOI
legislation to the Scottish
Greens shows no poultry
meat in Lothian schools is
sourced from Scottish abat-
toirs, which supply the bulk
of their produce to major
supermarkets rather than
schools. Today, parents re-
vealed their dismay at the
widespread importation,
which saw meat from Hol-

land, Poland, Thailand and
Brazil served to Edinburgh
pupils while meat from Thai-
land was dished up to East
Lothian children.

Alison Haines, 41, whose
seven-year-old son will go
into P4 at Oxgangs Primary
after the holidays. called
for food to be sourced lo-
cally. She said: “The priority
should be our children - but
it seems that they are second-
class citizens.

“The supermarkets are
getting the quality, locally
sourced product and then our
kids are getting whatever's
left. It’s not right - the prior-
ity should be our children. I
think they should be sourcing

all school food locally. 1t’s up-
setting to hear that our food
is coming from places like
Poland when we have such
good food on our doorstep.”

Echoing this view, Susan
Heron, vice-chair of Castl-
ebrae High School parent
council, said: “I think you
will have your fair share of
parents who are concerned
about this. It's something
we'll be raising at our next
meeting.”

Alison Johnstone, Green
MSP for Lothian and food
spokesperson for the Scottish
Greens, said she had “long-
standing concerns” about
imported meat and insisted
there were better alternatives

Il CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT OF EDUCATION BOSS

ONE of Scotland’s most
high-profile education
chiefs is to quit his Lothi-
ans post — sparking union
demands a headteacher be
seconded to replace him “as
a matter of urgency”.

Don Ledingham (pic-
tured) - director of services
for people in East Lothian
and education and children’s
services in Midlothian — will
leave at the end of the

International was founded
by Norman Drummond,
previously headmaster at Lo-
retto School in Musselburgh.
Mr Ledingham leaving East
Lothian Council’s education
departinent means no-one
in its senior management
team will have a background
in teaching — leading to
warnings from bosses at the
Scottish Secondary Teachers
Association (SSTA) that

zie, SSTA acting general
secretary, said: “Directors
from a teaching background
are able to convince council-
lors what the real priorities
are.”

Mr Ledingham is re-
garded a prominent figures
in education after he sug-
gested that East Lothian
schools should be placed in
community-based trusts,

But a spokeswoman for

e D)
S ¥

X

than “flying chicken nuggets
from Thailand”™ in to provide
cheap meals.

She said: “We must aim
for local, high quality food
on our children’s plates as
the norm. The Government's
Procurement Bill should be
a chance to set some new
standards to achieve that.

“Councils are under pres-
sure to award contracts on
cost rather than make choices
that would have positive im-
pacts for the local economy
and animal welfare.”

A spokeswoman for Edin-
burgh City Council said a lack
of suppliers was to blame.

She said: “The council has
checked with its Scottish sup-
plier who has reported dif-
ficulties in getting a supply
of locally-reared clﬁums
due to the lack of processing

31

TOP
NOTCH:
Chicken
served to
prisoners at
Saughton
comes from
Scotland

Government
spokesman said “procure-
ment decisions” are a matter
for local authorities. The Gov-
ernment also provides guid-
ance on nutritional require-
ments and quality standards
with both expected “to be ob-
served”. The news comes just
months after it was discov-
ered frozen horsemeat had
been served to pupils in six
Edinburgh schools while Ri-
chard Lochhead, cabinet sec-
retary for Rural Affairs and
the Environment, mooted a
stand-alone food standards
body in Scotland. The Scot-
tish Prison Service has con-
firmed British sourced chick-
en is served to prisoners such
as killer Peter Tobin, behind
bars for the murder of three
YOULE WOINEI.

We exclusively

A Scottsh

revealed

month to join con- e the welfare onupils East Lothian Counci said facilities in Scotland.” back in February how Edin-
sultancy firm Drum- f . and staff relations will | the new management team An East Lothian Coun- burgh council spends just 71p
mond Internationalas | __ o= | be harmed ifan appro- | would be “ably supported cil spokeswoman said their providing meals in primary
director of leadership priate replacementis | by the wealth of educational schools did not serve chicken  schools. Chiefs claimed the
development. @ not found quickly. | experience that exists in the nuggets and children were low figure was down to their
Drummond \ Alan McKen- | senior teams in . . . schools”. only offered chicken once a  purchasing power.
—_— week. david mecann@edinburghnews.com
\ v
In July 2013, the Edinburgh Evening News revealed how prisoners
were being given better quality food than schoolchildren in the city,
through an FOI request
Independent Commission on Freedom of Information: Call for Evidence Johnston Press



