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Veterinary Residues Committee                   
2014 Annual Report 

Report on Surveillance for Veterinary Residues in Food in the UK 

UK SURVEILLANCE – HEADLINE RESULTS 

UK Produce 

 35,057 samples were collected and used for 38,240 
analyses.   

 127 residues above the Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) 
or other action limit were detected in 122 samples.   

 39 samples (0.1%) contained residues of the 
pharmacologically active substance(s) for which they 
were tested. 
 

Imported Produce 

 501 Non-Statutory Surveillance (NSS) samples were 
collected and used for 1,240 analyses. 

 6 residues above the MRL or other action limit were 
detected in 6 samples (1.1%).   

 204 National Monitoring Plan (NMP) samples were 
collected. 

 5 residues above the MRL or other action limit were 
detected in 5 samples (2.5%). 

Key Issues in 2014 

Seeking assurance that there 
will be robust surveillance of 
third country imports following 
the end of the NSS 

Matrix Ranking – Review and 
further development (including 
EFSA guidance on establishing 
Reference Points for Action).  

Increased communications 
with stakeholders 

Continued monitoring of 
phenylbutazone in horses 
submitted for slaughter 

(see page 2) 
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UK Produce 2014  
Non-compliant samples  

Species 

Substance 

Total 
Residues 

Veterinary 
Medicine 

Naturally 
Occurring Other 

Cattle 4 46 3 53 
Sheep 8 32 4 44 
Calves 9 0 0 9 
Eggs 1 0 0 1 
Milk 2 0 0 2 

Poultry 4 0 0 4 
Pigs 6 0 0 6 

Horses 0 0 1 1 
Game 3 0 2 5 
Fish 0 0 2 2 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

   

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

Imported Produce (NSS*, NMP**) 2014 
Substances Found 

Substance   Species Country Residues 

Leucomalachite green*  Fish (farmed) Vietnam 1 

Oxytetracycline*  Fish (farmed) Vietnam 1 

Oxytetracycline*  Crustaceans Vietnam 2 

Sulfadiazine* 

 
Fish (farmed) China 1 

Doxycycline* 

 
Poultry muscle Poland 1 

Chloramphenicol**  Prawns China 3 

Chloramphenicol**  Prawns Vietnam 1 

Tetracyclines**  Fish (farmed) Vietnam 1 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veterinary-medicines-directorate
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Our Key Values 

The work of the VRC was carried out according to the following 
principles: 

 We aimed to report facts independently and without bias using an 
evidence-based approach. 

 We believed veterinary medicines should be used as little as 
possible but as much as necessary to maintain animal health and 
welfare. 

 We supported informed consumer choice when buying food. 

 We operated a policy of openness and transparency, particularly 
by reporting all findings. 

We trust that Defra and the FSA will uphold our values. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3195.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3195.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3195.htm
http://www.lenus.ie/hse/bitstream/10147/321745/1/Risk-based%20Approach%20to%20Sampling%202014%20FINAL%20.pdf
http://www.lenus.ie/hse/bitstream/10147/321745/1/Risk-based%20Approach%20to%20Sampling%202014%20FINAL%20.pdf
http://www.lenus.ie/hse/bitstream/10147/321745/1/Risk-based%20Approach%20to%20Sampling%202014%20FINAL%20.pdf
http://www.lenus.ie/hse/bitstream/10147/321745/1/Risk-based%20Approach%20to%20Sampling%202014%20FINAL%20.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veterinary-medicines-directorate
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/174/10/242.full?keytype=ref&ijkey=A6nqM035AEHmukv
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/174/10/242.full?keytype=ref&ijkey=A6nqM035AEHmukv
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/174/10/242.full?keytype=ref&ijkey=A6nqM035AEHmukv
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/175/11/270.1.abstract
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/175/11/270.1.abstract
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veterinary-medicines-directorate
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