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Statistical News Release: Immigration Statistics 26 November 2015
Immigration Statistics, July to September

Home Office’s Immigration Statistics July to September 2015 release, published today, provides the latest figures
on those subject to immigration control. All data below relate to the year ending September 2015 and all
comparisons are with the year ending September 2014, unless indicated otherwise.

Estimates of the numbers of non-EU nationals migrating long-term to the UK, by reason for migration, are
published by the Office for National Statistics, and available on their website (International Migration).

Key points from the latest release

Work

There were 168,447 work-related visas granted in the year ending September 2015, up 4% (+6,957), largely due to
increases in Tier 2 skilled work (+6,088) and in Tier 5 Youth mobility (+3,192, main applicants). These were
partially offset by falls in Tier 5 Creative and Sporting visa grants (-1,312, main applicants) as well as a fewer
grants to dependants in routes now closed to new applicants (Tier 1 General -1,551; Tier 1 Post Study -670). Of
the 180,523 decisions in the same period, 6% (11,260) were refused.

In the year ending June 2015, the ONS estimate that there were 67,000 non-EU long-term immigrants for work, a
non-statistically significant increase of 22% (+12,000) compared with the previous 12 months. Over the same
period, long-term (1 year or more) work-related visas granted to main applicants also rose, by 20% to 74,388 in the
year ending June 2015. There are a range of potential reasons why long-term immigration estimates, which include
considerable sampling variation, and visas data, may show different trends; details are given in the Work topic.

Study

Study-related visas (excluding the ‘short term student’ category previously referred to as ‘student visitors’) granted
fell by 4% to 213,560 in the year ending September 2015 (-9,280). Over the same period, the number of university-
sponsored study visa applications (main applicants) fell slightly (-2% to 168,229). There were falls for other sectors,
notably a 19% fall for the further education sector to 16,191. Most of the fall in the Further Education (FE) sector’s
sponsored visa applications since the peak in mid 2011 was accounted for by licenses which have since been
revoked.

In the year ending June 2015, the ONS estimates that there were 131,000 non-EU long-term immigrants coming to
study and who had an intention to remain a year or more, a 9% (+11,000) increase, though not statistically
significant. Over the same period, the number of long-term (1 year or more) study-related visas granted (main
applicants) was 1% lower at 139,903.

Family

In the year ending September 2015, 36,724 family-related visas were granted. This is an increase of 6% compared
with the year ending September 2014 (34,598). There was a 5% decrease in the number of visas granted to all
other dependants (excluding visitor visas) joining or accompanying migrants in the UK (72,686) compared with the
previous 12 months (76,585).

In the year ending June 2015 (the latest provisional data available), the International Passenger Survey (IPS)
estimated that 45,000 non-EU nationals immigrated long-term to the UK to accompany or join others, that is with
the intention of staying for a year or more. This is a decrease in comparison to 53,000 in the year ending June
2014. Those arriving to accompany or join are not directly comparable with visa categories as explained in the
Family topic.

Asylum

Asylum applications from main applicants increased by 19% to 29,024 in the year ending September 2015, the
highest number of applications since the year ending June 2005 (30,314). The largest number of applications for
asylum came from nationals of Eritrea (3,726), followed by Sudan (2,842), Iran (2,407) and Syria (2,402). Grant
rates vary between nationalities; for example, at initial decision, the grant rate for nationals of Sudan was 84%,
compared with 21% for Pakistani nationals.


http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/taxonomy/index.html?nscl=International+Migration

In addition, a total of 776 people were resettled in the UK in the year ending September 2015. Of these, 162 (252
since the scheme began) were granted humanitarian protection under the Syrian Vulnerable Persons Relocation
Scheme. On 7 September, the Prime Minister announced an expansion to the existing Syrian Vulnerable Persons
Relocation Scheme. Through this expansion, it is expected that 20,000 Syrians in need of protection will be
resettled in the UK by 2020.

Estimated figures show the UK had the seventh highest number (36,000) of asylum applications within the EU in
the year ending September 2015, including dependants. Germany (318,000), Hungary (190,000) and Sweden
(94,000) were the top 3 receiving EU countries.

Admissions

The total number of journeys increased by 6% to a record 122.3 million in the year ending September 2015 (+7.0
million). This increase was accounted for by 6.7 million more journeys by British, other EEA and Swiss nationals
(up 7%) and 0.3 million more journeys by non-EEA nationals (up 2%), compared with the year ending September
2014.

Removals
Enforced removals from the UK decreased by 3% to 12,275 in the year ending September 2015 compared with the
previous year (12,627). This is the lowest level since the series began in 2004.

The number of passengers refused entry at port and who subsequently departed has increased by 9% in the year
ending September 2015, to 16,575 from 15,276 for the previous year. While the figure is lower than that in 2004
(36,167), the number refused entry at port and subsequently departing has been increasing slowly since 2012.

In the year ending September 2015, provisional data show that 5,591 foreign national offenders (FNOs) were
removed from the UK, using enforcement powers or via deportation. This was a 9% increase on the previous year
(5,145) and the highest number since the series began in 2009.

Visitor visas

There were 30,451 (+2%) more visitor visas granted at around 1.9 million, after excluding Omani, Qatari and United
Arab Emirates (UAE) nationals (who were able to visit the UK without a visa from 1 January 2014, following the
introduction of the Electronic Visa Waiver scheme). Including these nationals, the number of visitor visas granted
was up 22,208 (+1%).

There were notable increases in visitor visa grants for Chinese (up 23% to 393,396), excluding Hong Kong, and
Indian, (up 16% to 363,543) nationals. By contrast there were large falls in visitor visa grants for Russian (to
117,774) nationals, down 37%.

Notes to editors

1. Immigration Statistics, July to September 2015 is available via the UK National Statistics publication hub
website and the Home Office statistics web pages htips://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-
office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release.

2. This release is published as part of a coordinated release of migration and population products. These related
products are also published today:

Office for National Statistics (ONS)

« Migration Statistics Quarterly Report (Jointly with Home Office and Department for Work and Pensions)
e Provisional Long-term International Migration

The Migration Statistics Quarterly Report summarises the regular quarterly migration and related data
published by the ONS, Home Office and DWP and is available at:
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/taxonomy/index.html?nscl=Migration

Department for Work & Pensions (DWP)
e National Insurance Number (NINo) Allocations to Adult Overseas Nationals to September 2015

3. The UK Statistics Authority has assessed Immigration Statistics against the Code of Practice for Official
Statistics, and confirmed designation as National Statistics. More information can be found at report 177 on the
UK Statistics Authority website <http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment/assessment-

reports/>.

4. For all press enquiries regarding the Home Office Inmigration Statistics release, please contact the
Home Office Press Office who will liaise with the Home Office Statistics team.

Newsdesk: 020 7035 3535




Please note that the press office deals with enquiries from the media only. Members of the public should phone
Public Enquiries 020 7035 4848, or email to MigrationStatsEnquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Press enquiries regarding ONS publications should be directed to the ONS Press Office.

5. The Home Office Responsible Statistician is Chris Kershaw.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


