
History of nuclear timeline 
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1954: UKAEA created under the Atomic Energy 

Act

1956: Calder Hall, Windscale is opened by the 

Queen
1957: Nuclear power accident takes place at 

Windscale – a fire in the reactor results in a 
release of radioactivity

1962-1971: Nine full scale Magnox power 

stations open.  Of these Wylfa and Oldbury are 
still operating today. 1971: 

• UKAEA reorganised under the Atomic Energy 
Authority Act.

• BNFL is formed to take control of the fuel 

cycle operations previously undertaken by 
UKAEA

1976-1988: Seven advanced gas cooled 

reactors (AGRs) are built to replace Magnox as 
the principal source of nuclear energy � these 

are now owned and operated by EdF/British 

Energy

1978: Government announces ten new 

pressurised water reactors (PWRs) are to be 
built.

1988: Construction begins at Sizewell B, Suffolk 

after a lengthy public enquiry. It remains the 
UK’s only PWR power station. Further plans for 

other power stations are dropped.

1989: Magnox reactors are withdrawn from 

Governments electricity privatisation policy 
plans after investors refuse to buy due to the 

high costs of decommissioning

1996: Sizewell B starts to generate electricity

British Energy is privatised

1986: Chernobyl incident

2003: Energy White Paper released stating that 

nuclear power is an unviable option

1979: Three Mile Island incident

2008: 

• ‘Meeting the Energy Challenge: A White Paper 
on Nuclear Power sets out Government’s view 

that nuclear should be part of the energy mix

• Office for Nuclear Development created
• Energy Act 2008 gains Royal Assent

2018: First New Nuclear Power Station expected 

to be operational

2006: 

• Government releases Energy Review Report.  
Consultation on the policy framework for new 

nuclear build.

• Greenpeace appealed against the 
consultation process.

• The judicial review found in favour of 

Greenpeace.

2005: 

• Nuclear Decommissioning Authority set-up 
taking strategic responsibility for UK’s nuclear 

legacy

• British Energy restructured

2007: Government launch ‘The Future of 

Nuclear Power’

2007: Government launch ‘The Future of 

Nuclear Power’

2009:  

• EdF completes £12.5 billion takeover of British 
Energy.  

• Draft Nuclear National Policy Statement (NPS) 

published alongside five other NPSs.


