VIRAL HAEMORRHAGIC FEVERS RISK ASSESSMENT (October 2024)

VHF ENDEMIC COUNTRIES:

Information on VHF endemic countries can be found at High consequence infectious disease: country specific risk - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS:

* Has the patient travelled to any area where there is a current VHF outbreak? (WHO Disease Outbreak News / High Consequence Infectious Diseases: Monthly Summaries) OR
« Has the patient lived or worked in basic rural conditions in an area where human cases of Lassa fever occur? OR

Has the patient visited caves/mines, or had contact with primates, antelopes or bats (or eaten their raw/undercooked meat) in a Marburg/Ebola endemic area? OR

Has the patient travelled in an area where Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic Fever is endemic AND sustained a tick bite* or crushed a tick with their bare hands OR had close
involvement with animal slaughter? (*If an obvious alternative diagnosis has been made e.g. tick typhus, then manage locally)

INFECTION CONTROL PERSONAL PROTECTION MEASURES:

MINIMAL RISK

Standard precautions apply:

Hand hygiene, gloves, plastic apron

(Eye protection and fluid repellent surgical facemask for splash inducing procedures)

STAFF AT RISK

Please refer to the NHS England » Addendum on high consequence infectious disease (HCID) personal
protective equipment (PPE)
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Note: For cases not meeting the algorithm criteria but where the suspicion of a VHF remains based on clinical and / or exposure history, please contact the IFS to discuss
Please note this algorithm is a guide designed to aid early diagnosis of VHF cases and should be used in conjunction with ACDP guidance: Viral haemorrhagic fever:
ACDP algorithm and guidance on management of patients - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/viral-haemorrhagic-fever-algorithm-and-guidance-on-management-of-patients
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/viral-haemorrhagic-fever-algorithm-and-guidance-on-management-of-patients
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/high-consequence-infectious-disease-country-specific-risk
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-consequence-infectious-diseases-monthly-summaries
https://www.england.nhs.uk/national-infection-prevention-and-control-manual-nipcm-for-england/addendum-on-hcid-ppe/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/national-infection-prevention-and-control-manual-nipcm-for-england/addendum-on-hcid-ppe/

