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AL 1

PREFACE
GENFORCE MOBILE FORCES

GENFORCE

The purpose of the Generic Enemy Force (GENFORCE) is to provide a basis for
the generation of enemy forces for all except the most specialised training needs.
Itis designed to be used flexibly, in a modular fashion, to craft enemy requirements
for training.

GENFORCE offers three types of artificial, yet challenging and realistic, opposing
force options. It has been issued in a series of three packages:

Basic Forces: This enemy has heavy and light armoured forces, predominantly
equipped along Former Soviet Union (FSU) lines. Its Tactical Doctrine and
Operational Art are modelled on the 1991 revision of Army Field Manual Volume
Il.

Mobile Forces: This enemy is a development from the Basic Forces, projecting
forward to around 2005. It takes into account the impact of the early stages of the
current revolution in military affairs and the effects of major force reductions. The
battlefield, and consequently the operational art and tactics portrayed, are
dominated by advanced weaponry and a manoeuvrist approach to warfighting.
However, this GENFORCE is an army in transition and the majority of its formations
and units are still of Basic Forces' type (albeit modified to cope with changing
conditions on the battlefield).

Rest of the World Enemy (ROWEN): This composite enemy has a broad range
of equipments of mixed origin. Its Tactical Doctrine and Operational Art are
designed to support specific operational environments: normal, desert, mountain,
FIBUA and jungle.

MOBILE FORCES

The final of the three GENFORCE packages, Mobile Forces, is issued in two
separate folders as follows:

Part 1 - Operational Art and Tactical Doctrine
Part 2 - Tables of Organisations & Equipment
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GENFORCE OPERATIONAL ART AND TACTICS I

INTRODUCTION

GENFORCE - Basic Forces “Tactics” and “Operational Art” described the
GENFORCE approach to war in the nineteen eighties and early nineties.
Essentially, this approach was a refined and updated version of that which had
served GENFORCE well in World War 11, but which took account of the lessons of
subsequent local wars, particularly those in the Middle East in 1973 and 1982.
However, GENFORCE theorists were increasingly aware that both their operational
and tactical concepts needed considerable revision in the light of three
developments. These were:

a. The reduction in the size of their own, and most of their potential enemies’,
armed forces. The initial impetus for this contraction came from the requirements
of the Paris Treaty of 1990 which limited the size of armies and air forces in
Europe. It was subsequently driven (in all countries) by the spiralling cost of
the new weapons systems which were indispensable to any state which aspired
to be a great military power. The economy simply could not maintain a mass
army and at the same time equip it plentifully with modern instruments of war.

b. The revolution in military affairs. This subject, addressed more fully in Chapter
1, concerns the impact which radically new technologies are having on the
nature of future war. Qualitatively new weapons, when deployed in relative
qguantity, render former methods of warfighting obsolete and require new
approaches to be developed. GENFORCE had been aware from the early
eighties that technological warfare would become the dominant force in combat
in the future. This perception was given great impetus by the Gulf War of 1991,
when a numerically superior Iraqi force (based on 1970s weaponry) was
defeated at small cost in casualties by a coalition whose cutting edge was the
weaponry of future war.

c. The downgrading of operational and tactical nuclear weapons and chemical
warfare. GENFORCE has come to the conclusion that NBC weapons have
only limited utility on the battlefield of the future, at least after the initial period
of war (the period of mobilization, concentration and deployment). Weapons
of mass destruction are now seen as insufficiently discriminating and
responsive to be employed routinely in the sort of fragmented, non-linear combat
which is described in Chapter 1. Situations will change too rapidly and radically
and opposing forces will be too intermingled over huge areas for the effective
use of such blunt instruments. Moreover, they are now unnecessary as
precision and other advanced conventional munitions (eg, fuel-air explosive
and remotely-delivered mines) can accomplish battlefield missions hitherto
performed by NBC weapons both more successfully and rapidly and with no
attendant collateral damage and contamination or danger of escalation to a
strategic nuclear exchange. If nuclear and chemical weapons are employed
at all (and GENFORCE'S fear of escalation seems to make this unlikely) their



use will be largely restricted to attacking targets in the operational and
operational-strategic depth. Of course, a breakthrough in NBC technology,
particularly in the BW area, which GENFORCE perceives as giving it a decisive
advantage over a potential adversary, might well change this situation.

GENFORCE Il - Mobile Forces describes in outline the changes that are being
effected in GENFORCE operational art and tactics as the century turns. As yet,
only the outline is clear, for GENFORCE is still pondering the implications of far-
reaching change. For this reason alone, GENFORCE Il is somewhat less detailed
and prescriptive than the previous pamphlets, which set out concepts that had
been refined and elaborated over many years. Moreover, GENFORCE is at a
transitional stage in its development. For at least three reasons, it can confidently
be asserted that further, probably radical changes can be anticipated in the medium
and even in the short term.

a. The advanced weapons systems that are revolutionizing the nature of future
war have not reached their full development potential and are, as yet, deployed
in only limited numbers (if only on grounds of cost). They exist alongside more
traditional equipments and are, in effect, add-ons radically improving but not
transforming capabilities.

b. The revolution in military affairs is still in its early stages. The new weaponry
currently being integrated into GENFORCE is based on currently available
technology. Under development, however, are other systems based on both
emerging technologies and new physical principles (eg robotization, directed
energy, plasma and membrane technology, electronic, laser damage and
infrasound weapons). When available in quantity, these will require further
changes of an even more radical nature.

c. GENFORCE is still testing its new concepts and force structures. Doubtless,
trials and further theoretical work will combine to reveal problem areas and
errors which will necessitate further development.
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GENFORCE OPERATIONAL ART AND TACTICS I

GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND EXPANSION OF ABBREVIATIONS

TERM

AAG

AAR

Accompaniment

ACM

ACOS
Administrative

March
Formation

Advanced Guard

MEANING

Army Artillery Group. A temporary grouping of tube and sometimes
also rocket artillery (usually pre-dominantly long-range) units under
one command for the conduct of army (usually deep) fire missions.
The composition of the group is tailored to the operational situation.

Air-to-Air Refuelling.

The fourth phase of artillery and aviation support in the attack. It
begins at the conclusions of the support phase (qv), ie on completion
of the penetration of enemy forward brigades. In it, all fire is on call
and artillery has to displace forward by bounds to keep up with the
advance. When the rate of advance becomes high, the artillery will
have problems in doing so and a proportionately greater burden will
fall on aviation.

Advanced Conventional Munitions, eg precision weapons, fuel air
explosives, cluster munitions, anti-radiation munitions.

Air Combat Operations Schedule.

A troop formation, consisting of columns, for the execution of a march
where contact with enemy ground forces is unlikely. It must ensure:
high rates of movement and manoeuvre; the least possible
vulnerability to WMD, ACM or air attack; conservation of the strength
of troops and vehicles; ease of troop control; security against minor
ground opposition (eg by raiding, blocking or partisan actions.
Administrative march formations are adopted to make maximum
efficient use of available routes and to ease service support. As
they preclude rapid deployment for combat, they must be abandoned
in favour of tactical march formation where entry into battle against
significant ground forces’ opposition becomes possible.

A detachment moving ahead of the main body of a marching
formation/unitto protect the latter, to safeguard it from surprise ground
attack and to ensure favourable conditions for the main body to deploy
and enter into battle.



AGRA

Air Assault

Air Echelon

Air Landing

Air Superiority

Air Supremacy

ALCM

ALR

AOA

Approach March
Formations

ARM

Army Group Rocket Artillery. A temporary grouping of long-range
MBRL units under one command for the conduct of army (usually
deep) fire missions. The composition of the group is tailored to the
situation.

(1) Air assault troops are especially trained to be landed in the enemy
rear to conduct combat actions there in coordination with missile
and long-range artillery units, ground attack aviation and troops
advancing on the ground. (2) In tactical terminology, the term air
assault is usually used to describe a landing on the objective, often
on a defended landing site.

That part of the operational or tactical formation of a grouping which
is air delivered, in the offensive usually into the enemy’s rear.

An air landing describes the unopposed landing of air assault or
airmobile troops, often requiring a tactical march to the objective
followed by a ground assault. Air landing actions are coordinated
with the actions of missile and artillery troops and those of ground
units. Where specialized air assault troops are not used, the
preference is for the employment of light motor rifle troops trained
and equipped for airmobile actions.

Possession of air superiority consists in establishing a situation in
which friendly air forces can ensure a high level of activity and freedom
of action during a definite period of time, either throughout the theatre
of operations as a whole or in individual sectors.

Possession of air supremacy consists in establishing a situation in
which enemy air action is confined to limited actions of only local
significance. It is very difficult to achieve under modern conditions.

Air-Launched Cruise Missile.

Anti-Landing Reserve; deals with airborne, airmobile and air assault
threats which penetrate air defence cover to land troops in the tactical
or operational depth.

Angle of Attack (aircraft).

A troop grouping, differentiated frontally and in depth for the purpose
of ensuring: less vulnerability to enemy WMD, artillery fire and air
strikes; rapid manoeuvring of troops on the battlefield; rapid
deployment of troops into battle formation and/or rapid reversion to
tactical march formation; high speeds of movement and rapid
negotiation of zones of contamination and devastation.

Anti-Radiation Missile.



Armoured Group

ATR

BAG

BAI

Basic Forces

Battle

BC
BCW
BDA

Belt (in defence)

BVR

An ad hoc, temporary grouping of BMPs, the infantry from which is
dug-in in defence or mounting a dismounted attack, and which is
often reinforced by tanks. In defence, the armoured group is usually
used for counter penetration (qv). In the attack, it may be used to
deliver fire support or to attack on a different axis from the main

grouping.

Anti-Tank Reserve; includes motor rifle, artillery and air defence
assets to deal with developing armoured threats without
compromising viability of other groupings. Usually, there is a MOD
under command for rapid obstacle creation.

Brigade Artillery Group. A temporary grouping of tube and MBRL
artillery units and sub-units under one command for the conduct of
brigade fire missions. The composition of the group is tailored to the
tactical situation.

Battlefield Air Interdiction. The use of aviation to attack enemy tactical
second echelons or reserves or potential choke points (eg, bridges)
on their march routes to delay their entry into battle.

Formations and units of traditional organization (armies, divisions
and regiments) generally employed in performing the less demanding
tasks. In defence, they absorb, disrupt and slow down or halt the
enemy. In the offensive, they pin and wear down the enemy, hold
passive sectors and provide flank protection.

Tactical level combat (ie, division, brigade, regiment and combined
arms battalion); the aggregate of WMD and/or ACM strikes and
combat actions by troops coordinated with regard to objective, time
and place and conducted according to a unified plan by a lower
formation or unit in order to achieve an assigned goal.

Biological and Chemical.

Biological and Chemical Weapons/Warfare.

Battle Damage Assessment.

Terrain, usually prepared for defence by engineers, intended for
retention by higher formations. A belt usually consists of three or
possibly four defensive positions (qv) organized in depth. Belts are
most highly developed within the main defensive area (qv), though
those in depth may not be occupied initially or may be only lightly

defended.

Beyond Visual Range.
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c2
c3(1)
C4(l)

CAG

CAP

CAS

CcBW

CEP

CF

CGRA

CMT

Combat
Formation

Combat
Security

Command and control.
Command, control, communications (and intelligence).
Command, control, communications, computers (and intelligence).

Corps Artillery Group. A temporary grouping of tube, and sometimes
also rocket, artillery (usually predominantly long-range) units under
one command for the conduct of corps (usually deep) fire missions.
The composition of the group is tailored to the operational situation.

Combat Air Patrol. One of the basic methods of providing air cover
for troops and rear targets using fighter aviation to ward off
reconnaissance and air strikes. CAPs are used in those cases where
a sortie by fighters from airfields will not ensure interception of the
air enemy.

Close Air Support. The use of aviation in attacking ground targets in
the immediate support of ground forces’ combat actions.

Chemical and Biological Weapons/warfare.

Circular Error Probable; the area within which at least 50% of
munitions will fall.

Concentration of Fire. A method of conducting artillery fire for the
purpose of destroying enemy personnel, weapons and material
comprising a high density of fire over a short period of time.

Corps Group Rocket Artillery. A temporary grouping of long range
MBRL units under one command for the conduct of corps (usually
deep) fire missions. The composition of the group is tailored to the
situation.

Commander Missile Troops and Artillery.

The grouping of a tactical formation (division, brigade) or unit
(regiment, combined arms battalion) for deployment into battle.
Combat formation depends on the type, nature and concept of the
forthcoming battle.

Combat security is organized to prevent surprise attack or the
penetration of enemy reconnaissance into the area where the
protected troops are deployed and to provide friendly troops with
sufficient time and advantageous conditions for deployment and entry
into combat.



Combined Arms
Reserve

Commandant’s
Service

Concept of an
Operation
(Battle)

COP

Corner
Reflector

Counter Attack

Counter
Offensive

Combined arms formations and/or units used to carry out missions
which arise suddenly in the course of an operation or battle. They
are part of operational and tactical formation.

Troops deployed by staffs at all levels for the purpose of maintaining
order in areas where troops are disposed or deployed, for the
regulation of traffic and for monitoring the observance by troops of
camouflage measures. The Commandant’s Service operates along
march routes, in the vicinity of waiting areas, rear units and
establishments, at passages through obstacles and contaminated
areas, at water crossings, etc.

The idea expressing the basic thought and content of the decision of
the commander. The concept of an operation or battle includes: the
objective to be attained and the method of attaining it; the sector of
concentration of main effort and the grouping of forces by sector;
possible manoeuvres of forces in the course of combat; the measures
to ensure timely completion of the mission.

Command/Observation Post; command post on the main axis from
which the commander and key staff officers can exercise command
based on personal observation of the battlefield.

A reflector of electro-magnetic waves, usually comprising three
perpendicular plane reflecting surfaces. It possesses the capability
of reflecting electro-magnetic waves in the direction whence they
came so that blips appear on the screen of the radar set irradiating
the reflector. Corner reflectors are used to create false targets and
to camouflage real objects and reference points or landmarks.

An attack undertaken by defending troops at the tactical level against
an attacking enemy for the purpose of destroying or routing him and
achieving complete or partial restoration of the position lost by the
defender. A counter attack is usually mounted by the second echelons
and reserves of units and formations and also by part of the first
echelon from sectors not under attack.

Transition from the defensive to a determined offensive to destroy or
rout an attacking enemy who has been weakened in preceding battles
and thus deprived of the capability of developing his attack further.
A counter offensive is prepared during the course of defensive
engagements: the defender exhausts the enemy to the greatest
possible extent by attrition and at the same time concentrates
sufficient forces for a transition to determined offensive action.
Depending on the situation, a counter offensive may be mounted on
a strategic or operational scale.



Counter
Penetration

Counter
Preparation

Counter Strike

Covering Forces

CRP

DAC

DAG

DAS

A manoeuvre undertaken by defending troops for the purpose of
countering an actual or anticipated manoeuvre by the enemy. On
the fluid, non-linear battlefield the importance of counter-penetration
in defence is expected to increase. A most important condition for
success is forestalling the enemy in delivering fire strikes and
conducting airmobile and ground manoeuvre.

A pre-planned, brief, powerful, surprise artillery and/or aviation fire
strike delivered by a defender against enemy groupings which are
preparing to launch an attack. Priority targets are nuclear and
precision weapons systems and their C3I, EW facilities, attack
helicopters, artillery, fuel and ammunition dumps. The aim of the
counter preparation is to break up the attack or at least to weaken
the initial blow.

An operational level blow inflicted by the defender for the purpose of
destroying an attacking enemy, restoring partially or completely a
lost position and creating favourable conditions for a transition to the
counter-offensive. An expression of the active and manoeuvre nature
of modern defence, the counter strike is the most important act of a
defensive engagement. During the course of such an engagement,
several consecutive counter-strikes may be delivered in one or more
sectors.

Lower formations, units or sub-units deployed in a security zone (qv)
to: prevent a surprise attack on or reconnaissance of the forward
edge by enemy forces; inflict delay and attrition on an advancing
enemy; identify the enemy’s main axis; canalise the enemy into ground
favourable to the defence (eg, a fire pocket).

Combat Reconnaissance Patrol; battalion created platoon-sized
recce patrol, especially when the battalion is in the first echelon,
acting as advanced guard, forward or raiding detachment. Usually
formed from the battalion reconnaissance platoon, though additional
CRPs may be formed from ordinary tank and motor rifle platoons.
Despite its name, the CRP will endeavour to conduct reconnaissance
by stealth and will employ combat to gain information only as a last
resort.

Defensive Air Command.

Divisional Artillery Group. A temporary grouping of tube and MBRL
artillery units and sub-units under one command for the conduct of
divisional fire missions. The composition of the group is tailored to

the tactical situation.

Defensive Aid Suite of jamming or decoy systems against homing or
guided warheads.
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DCA

Deep Battle

Deep
Operation

Deep Standing

Barrage

Defence

Defended Area

Delaying Action

Defensive Counter-Air. When the enemy holds the initiative in the
air, or aviation resources are being husbanded for future operations,
the Air Force may conduct a DCA operation. This consists of engaging
enemy aviation primarily in aerial engagements in friendly air space,
with only limited offensive sorties against enemy airfields or fighter
penetrations into enemy air space.

Action in the enemy’s tactical depth designed to undermine the
enemy’s cohesion and his efforts to combat the main forces. Deep
battle is conducted by forward, raiding and air-delivered forces to
seize vital ground, destroy enemy high value assets and CPs and to
restrict enemy manoeuvre (especially of reserves).

An operation which achieves simultaneous effect throughout the
depth of the enemy’s deployment and involves the advance of the
offensive grouping through the entire depth of the enemy’s operational
defence, with a build up of effort in the course of the operation through
the committal of air-delivered and exploitation echelons.

A series of linear fire concentrations planned in defence on narrow
approaches. The lines are arranged successively, in depth, but all or
many are fired on simultaneously to strike an enemy in deep
formation.

A basic type of combat action conducted for the purpose of repulsing
an attack mounted by superior enemy forces, causing heavy
casualties, retaining important regions and creating favourable
conditions for going over to a decisive offensive. Defence is based
on fire strikes, on extensive manoeuvre of fire and forces, an extensive
use of obstacles (covered by fire) and on counter attacks/strikes with
the simultaneous stubborn retention of important regions which block
the enemy direction of advance. Defence makes it possible to win
time and to achieve an economy of force in some sectors, thereby
creating conditions for an offensive in others. Defence can be of two
types, manoeuvre and positional.

An area prepared by a Basic Forces motor rifle or tank battalion for
all-round defence. Battalion areas should be mutually supporting
and normally consist, in turn, of a number of mutually supporting
strongpoints (qv) tied together by a unified fire and obstacle plan.

Combat actions conducted by troops on a series of successively
defended lines for the purpose of gaining time, inflicting the greatest
possible number of casualties on the enemy and creating the most
favourable conditions for the defence without regard to the loss of
ground and without becoming embroiled in decisive battles.



Deployment

Destruction

Detachment

Disinformation

Disruption

DRP

Dz

EJ
EMP

Engagement

Engineer
Reserve

ERP

ERW

Terrain lines on which troops deploy from tactical march formation
(qv), or Line approach-march formation (qv) into combat formation.

As an artillery term, the infliction of 50-60% casualties on a group
target or 70-90% on an individual target. Such a level of loss will
render the target combat ineffective for up to 24 hours. Destruction
is considered the only worthwhile objective when engaging missile
or MBRL units/sub-units.

A temporary troop grouping, usually combined arms and of battalion
size, created for the execution of a particular or special mission (eg,
security, seizure of a feature, conduct of a raid, conduct of
reconnaissance).

Propagation of false information about friendly forces and plans of
action for the purpose of misleading the enemy. Means of
disinformation include media reports, dummy radio nets, simulated
troop movements and concentrations and many others.

As an artillery term, the infliction of 25-30% casualties on an attacker
to break up the attack.

Deep Reconnaissance Patrol, operating independently in the enemy
rear, usually from division or brigade long-range reconnaissance
company or from higher formation SPF

Drop zone. An area of open ground for the dropping of airborne or
air assault troops by parachute.

Escort Jamming (air).

Electromagnetic Pulse.

The aggregate of WMD and/or ACM strikes and the battles of lower
formations and units, united by a common operational concept, and
conducted in one or several sectors simultaneously or sequentially.
A grouping of engineer troops at the disposal of a commander
intended to replace engineer units rendered ineffective, to reinforce
the grouping of engineer troops in important sectors and to perform
engineer missions which arise unexpectedly in the course of an

operation or battle.

Engineer Reconnaissance Patrol, providing detailed reconnaissance
of major obstacles or routes.

Enhanced Radiation Weapon/Warhead.
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Extend Tactical
Zone of
Defence

FAE

FIBU

Fire Support of
Advance from
the Depth

Fire Pocket

First Echelon

Formation

Forward
Detachment

Forward Position

FP

Front of
Encirclement

A new term describing the area occupied and defended by first
echelon armies in defence. (See tactical zone of defence).

Fuel-Air Explosive.
Fighting in Built-up Areas.

The first phase of artillery and aviation support in the attack. It lasts
from the from departure of the attacking force from its waiting area
until its arrival on its line the deployment (qv). During this period,
enemy weapons that could interfere with the march and deployment
are suppressed.

An area of ground into which an enemy attack is canalised, where
the enemy can be subjected to heavy fire strikes, possibly being
destroyed thereafter by a counter-attack.

That part of the operational or tactical formation of a grouping which
Is in the first line or in close contact with the enemy and is used to
execute specific missions.

Generic term covering brigade, division, corps, army or strategic
grouping. The first two are lower, tactical, formations, the second
two higher, operational, formations and the last a major field force.
(Operational-strategic or strategic).

(1) A combined arms groupings, usually of approximately battalion
size, often reinforced, which is sent ahead of a unit or formation to
seize and hold important terrain objectives (eg, major road junctions,
defiles, bridgeheads over water obstacles/pending the arrival of the
main body. (2) In defensive combat, a forward detachment is deployed
to conduct defensive/delaying actions in the security zone.

A defensive position set up in front of the forward edge in a given
sector for the purpose of misleading the enemy concerning the true
location of the forward edge of the defence, to safeguard units or
sub-units of the first echelon from surprise attack, to repulse enemy
reconnaissance in force and to compel the enemy to deploy his main
body prematurely. Sub-units from units of the first echelon are usually
designated to defend forward positions.

Forward Patrol, the most common march security patrol; section or
platoon in size.

The inner front of encirclement is a front created around encircled

enemy forces or the purpose of trapping them and subsequently
destroying them. The outer front (usually not more or less continuous
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FSG

FSP
GLCM

Ground Alert
Intercept

Group

HALO

Harassing Fire

HAS

Hasty Defence

like the inner front) is created to isolate the encircled grouping from
the remainder of the enemy forces, driving an ever deeper wedge
between them and preventing any attempt to relieve the surrounded
troops or link up with a breakout from encirclement.

Flank Security Group, company-sized and often combined arms, used
during marches where the threat is not great enough to require a
flank detachment but greater than that which would allow the
deployment of only a patrol.

Flank Security Patrol; section to platoon-sized for a battalion.
Ground-Launched Cruise Missile.

A type of aerial combat used by fighter aircraft. It involves the
interception and destruction of aerial targets in sorties flown by duty
aircrews/sub-units/units which are held on an airfield at a prescribed
state of readiness. In addition, such a method may be used to
reinforce CAPs or fighters engaged in combat with an air enemy.

A temporary troop grouping, usually combined arms, and of company
size, created for the execution of a particular or special mission (eg,
security, seizure of a feature, conduct of a raid, conduct of
reconnaissance).

High Altitude Low Opening (parachuting).

Artillery fire to inhibit enemy manoeuvre or movement or to force
him to move and thus expose himself to air attack. Also used to
wear down morale.

Hardened Aircraft Shelter.

A defence created by troops in the course of combat. At the start of
its organization, it is characterized by: incomplete readiness and
consequent reduced stability; an insufficiently developed and
organized fire plan: hurriedly organized coordination; insufficient
development of the obstacle plan and of engineering defence works;
weak exploitation of terrain; insufficiently stable command and control.
A hasty transition to defence may stem from: the need to repulse
counter-attacks/strikes by superior enemy forces during offensive
operations; the result of an unsuccessful meeting battle/
engagements; the efforts of a defender to halt, with his reserves,
further advances of enemy troops which have broken through; the
efforts of a withdrawing force to aid the extrication of a main body
under attack by a pursuing enemy.



HET

Higher
Formation

IFF

Immediate
Objective

Initial Period

of War

IRLS

IRST

LD

Local War

Lower
Formation

LS

LRRP

LTD

Manoeuvre
Defence

Heavy Equipment Transporter.

Army, Corps or sometimes Strategic Grouping: ie, an operational
level formation.

Identification Friend or Foe.

The part of the overall combat mission in the offensive that must be
accomplished first. Depending on the situation, the immediate
mission may be to destroy the enemy’s WMD and precision weapons,
break up the enemy’s basic grouping or seize regions, lines or
positions the capture of which will ensure successful execution of
the next mission.

A potentially decisive period of a war, ranging from the outbreak of
hostilities of the attainment of the short term strategic goals assigned
to the first strategic echelon of the attacker's armed forces. The
attacker will usually try to achieve surprise so that the initial period
coincides with the defender’s period of mobilization, concentration
and deployment. In such favourable conditions the goals of the war
may be attained during the initial period.

Initial Point (air).

Infra-red Line Scan.

Infra-red Search and Track.

Line of Departure.

A war waged with limited forces in a limited area.

A tactical level formation of permanent organization (division, brigade)
capable of conducting independent combat actions.

Landing site. An area of open ground for the landing of troops by
helicopter.

Long-Range Reconnaissance Patrol.
Laser Target Designator.

(1) A form of defence that foresees the destruction of an attacking
enemy by fire strikes and the manoeuvre of troop-groupings to exploit
their results. In manoeuvre defence, the main emphasis is placed
not on the firm retention of terrain but rather on conducting counter
attacks and counter strikes following concentrated fire strikes. In



Manoeuvre of
Fire

March Security
Patrol

Massed Fire

MATS

MB

MBRL

MDA

Meeting Battle/
Engagement

order to accomplish this, the greater part of forces and weapons (as
much as two thirds) is located in depth as counter attack/strike
groupings while the remainder are deployed in the first echelon in a
forward defensive region. (2) A form of defence in which inferior
forces trade space for time, wearing down and canalizing the enemy
attack and winning time for the organisation of a firm, positional
defence on a favourable line or on vital ground or for the concentration
of forces sufficient to mount a decisive counter attack/strike.

Redirection of weapons for the simultaneous or consecutive
concentration of their firepower against important enemy targets and
groupings or the distribution of firepower for the simultaneous
destruction of several targets or groupings.

An element of march security, detailed from the advance guard or
directly from sub-units or units for which security is provided. A march
security patrol may be in the forward, flank or rear category. It is
platoon or section in strength.

The concentration of several formation level artillery units and sub-
units on a given area to suppress a large enemy grouping in a short
period of time.

Mobile Anti-Tank Strongpoint; tactical all arms defensive grouping,
usually company-sized, capable of autonomous action.

Moving Barrage: method of artillery support for troops in the attack
consisting of successive shifts of high density fire from one line to
another ahead of the advancing troops and according to a timed
programme. A moving barrage may be single or double.

Multi-Barrelled Rocket Launcher.

Main Defensive Area; area in which every effort will be made to halt
and destroy the enemy.

An encounter battle/engagement is a clash between opposing sides
when both are simultaneously striving to fulfil assigned missions
through offensive action. A meeting battle (tactical level) or
engagement (operational level) may occur during a march or
manoeuvre, in the course of an attack mounted to repel enemy
counter-blows or when reserves/second echelons move up to execute
counter-moves in defence. A meeting battle/engagement is
characterized by: obscurity of the situation and abrupt changes in it;
rapid movement to contact of the two sides; rapid changes in march,
approach march and combat formations; the swift build up of efforts
from the depth; an intense struggle to gain time and seize and hold
the initiative; the presence of open flanks and free manoeuvre; the
dynamic and decisive nature of the encounter.
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MNF

MOB

Mobile Forces

MOD

MSD

MTI

Neutralization

NKZ

Norms

NW

OAC

OAS

Multi-National Force; allied forces in Gulf War 1991.
Main Operating Base (air).

Formations and units organized on modern lines (corps, brigades,
combined arms battalions) generally employed in performing the more
demanding tasks. In defence, they conduct counter attacks/strikes/
offensive. In the offensive, they conduct deep battle and deep
operations with decisive goals.

Mobile Obstacle Detachment. A detachment made up of engineer
sub-units with the capability of constructing obstacles in sectors on
which there is a threat of an enemy armoured penetration. A MOD
may act independently or under the command of an anti-tank reserve.

Movement Support Detachment; a temporary engineer grouping,
together with chemical reconnaissance, created by a unit or formation
to support the movement of troops. A MSD carries out
reconnaissance, removes obstacles from the assigned route,
organizes by-passes where necessary, bridges gaps, does a limited
amount of road repair work and marks the route.

Moving Target Indicator.

Fire delivered to inflict damage, thereby reducing the enemy’s combat
capability, limiting or eliminating his ability to manoeuvre and
disrupting his troop control. The effects of neutralization are less
than those of suppression (qv) and are thus of a more transient nature.
Neutralization is the minimum acceptable effect in a fire preparation
for an attack.

Nuclear Killing Zone. An area into which the enemy is to be canalyzed
or lived for destruction by nuclear strikes. NKZs can be tactical or
operational in size.

Numerical indices that regulate the activity, in both time and space,
of groupings executing a mission (width, density, speeds, time limits
etc). Norms are worked out on the basis of careful mathematical
analysis and are, as a rule, verified by experiment (on firing ranges,
in exercises, etc).

Nuclear Weapon/warfare.

Offensive Air Command.

Offensive Air Support.



Obstacle Plan

OCA

Offensive

OMG

Operation

Operational Art

Operational
Direction

The aggregate of various engineering obstacles (minefields, mined
sectors of routes, demolitions, etc created for the purpose of hindering
the enemy’s advance, delaying him, repulsing his attacks/counter
attacks, inflicting losses upon him and canalizing his advance into
nuclear or conventional fire pockets for destruction by fire and counter
attacks/strikes.

Offensive Counter-Air. Air Force and supporting ground forces
operations aimed at the defeat of major enemy aviation groupings.
It comprises a series of powerful fire strikes against enemy airfields
and aerial engagements. By seizing and holding the initiative in the
air, the Air Force will then be able to support the operations of the
ground forces. OCA operations are conducted in accordance with a
unified concept and plan of the Supreme High Command or, possibly,
of a single Strategic Grouping and is accordingly, theatre of war or
theatre of operations wide and deep.

A basic type of combat action of decisive importance in attaining
victory. An offensive is conducted to achieve the prompt and utter
defeat of a grouping and in order to seize important areas and
objectives. This is achieved by breaking up the main enemy groupings
and destroying his WMD and precision weapons by fire strikes and
attacks at high tempo to great depth, coordinated with aviation and
air-delivered forces. The fragmented enemy forces are destroyed in
detail primarily by flank and rear attacks which exploit the results of
concentrated fires.

Operational Manoeuvre Group; exploitation formation used to conduct
deep operations.

The aggregate of nuclear and/or ACM strikes and combat operations
by lower formations coordinated with regard to objective, time and
place and conducted in accordance with a unified plan by major field
force or higher formation in order to attain an assigned goal.

A component part of military art dealing with the theory and practice
of preparing for and conducting combined and independent
operations by major field forces and higher formations. Operational
art is the connecting link between strategy and tactics. Stemming
from strategic requirements, operational art determines methods of
preparing for and conducting operations to achieve strategic goals
and it provides the initial data for tactics, which organizes preparation
for and waging of combat in accordance with the goals and missions
of operations.

A zone of terrain and/or air space leading to the objectives of
operational actions, ie, to groupings of the enemy or to his important
economic and/or political centres and permitting the combat



Operational
Formation

Operational
Group

Operational-
Tactical
Missile

Patrol

Penetration

PGM

Position (in
defence)

operations of major field forces/higher formations to be conducted
within its boundaries. An operational direction, being part of a
strategic direction and of a theatre of operations, alters with a change
in the goals of an operation and is always determined by the specific
operational-strategic situation in the theatre of operations.

The grouping and organization of a major field force or higher
formation created in accordance with the concept of the operation
and meeting the requirements for their most effective utilization to
bring about the utter defeat of the enemy.

(1) A temporary operational-level grouping acting in a particular
operational sector and executing a single operational mission. The
composition of an operational group depends on the situation and
on the nature of the mission. The need to create an operational
group arises from the conduct of an operation on a wide front and/or
in inaccessible terrain where it may become difficult to organize and
maintain coordinated action between groupings acting in different
sectors. (2) A group of officers sent with appropriate C4l means by
a major field force or formation staff to establish and maintain close
coordinated action and tactical control with the parent formation or
to command a particular grouping.

A surface-to-surface missile, either ballistic or cruise, in the table of
organization and equipment of higher formations with a range of up
to 600km and intended to accomplish missions of operational or
tactical importance.

Section or platoon-sized reconnaissance or security grouping.

A method of offensive action used when conducting an offensive
operation or battle directed towards breaking through a continuous
front, usually prepared in the engineering sense and echeloned, by
making breaches in it for the purpose of subsequent manoeuvre
into the depth and/or towards the flanks.

Precision Guided Munition.

A sector of terrain intended for the conduct of a defensive battle by
motor rifle and/or tank units. Defensive positions comprise a number
of defended areas (qv) and strongpoints (qv), the latter disposed at
intervals of 1-1.5kms with firing lines for tank and anti-tank sub-units,
trenches for various weapons, shelters for personnel and vehicles
and other defensive structures. Various obstacles and dummy
strongpoints/targets are usually also set up within defensive positions.
Between positions, switch lines (qv) are prepared, or at least
reconnoitred and designated, to channel the attacker into directions
favourable to the defender.
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Positional
Defence

Pre-Battle
Formations

Preparation

Prepared
Defence

Pursuit

RAG

RBF

RD

RDM

Defence in which one of the main goals is tenacious retention of
particular sectors/areas of terrain, well prepared in the engineering
sense and occupied by troops.

A troop grouping, differentiated frontally and in depth for the purpose
of ensuring: less vulnerability to enemy WMD, artillery fire and air
strikes; rapid manoeuvring of troops on the battlefield; rapid
deployment of troops into battle formation and/or rapid reversion to
tactical march formation; high speeds of movement and rapid
negotiation of zones of contamination and devastation.

Phase two of artillery and aviation support in the attack. Prepared
artillery and aviation fire strikes delivered prior to the start of an attack
for the purpose of neutralizing and destroying the most important
enemy defensive positions and weapons and rendering the enemy
incapable of offering organised resistance to advancing troops.

A defence fully prepared in the engineering sense and occupied by
troops. It is characterized by: an organized obstacle and fire plan;
thoroughly organized coordination between forces and weapons;
stable command and control.

An attack on a withdrawing enemy, undertaken in the course of an
operation or battle for the purpose of finally destroying or capturing
his forces. Destruction of a withdrawing enemy is accomplished by:
strikes from missiles, aviation and artillery; relentless and energetic
parallel and/or frontal pursuit; straddling his withdrawal routes or
creating obstacles on them; attacks into the flanks and rear by
pursuing troops. Pursuit is conducted in tactical march or pre-battle
formation or in battle formation. Air assault or air mobile troops may
be used for deep penetration to block the enemy’s withdrawal routes,
establish ambushes or to attack the enemy’s flanks.

Regimental Artillery Group. A temporary grouping of tube artillery
under a single command for the conduct of regimental fire missions.
The composition of the group is tailored to the tactical situation.

Rolling Barrage of Fire. A series of successive linear fire
concentrations pre-planned in defence on the enemy’s most likely
approaches. The lines are planned to strike likely enemy deployment
lines from pre-battle into battle formation.

Reconnaissance Detachment, for reconnaissance in force; usually
a reinforced MR or tank battalion.

Remotely-Delivered Mine/Mining.



Rear Guard

Reconnaissance
by Battle

Reconnaissance
Group

Reconnaissance
Detachment

RFC

RG

Roving Guns/
Tanks/Batteries

RP

RPV

March protection element to safeguard, troops moving to the rear.
The strength, composition and distance of the rear guard from the
main body will depend on the size of the body being protected and
on the situation.

Reconnaissance in force. One of the methods of reconnaissance in
which data on the enemy’s strength, locations and deployment are
obtained by the combat actions of sub-units specially detailed for
this purpose. Reconnaissance by battle is done only in those cases
where the necessary information about the enemy cannot be obtained
by other means in the time available.

A company-sized reconnaissance element deployed by units or
formations to conduct recognisance of the enemy and terrain in
manoeuvre types of combat, on the march and in a defensive situation
where there is no contact with the enemy. Such groups are prepared
to fight for information.

A reconnaissance element, usually approximately reinforced
battalion-sized, deployed by formations to conduct reconnaissance
of the enemy and of terrain in a given zone or on a given axis. Such
detachments are prepared to fight for information and may, if they
discover enemy weakness on vital ground, be redesignated as
forward detachments (qv) and ordered to seize and hold terrain.
Reconnaissance detachments are usually formed in fluid situations
and may be created in the offensive or defensive.

Recce-Fire Complex. Precision weapons linked to an (usually
dedicated) reconnaissance system providing real-time target data
to a largely automated control/fusion centre which selects targets
and organizes near-real time engagement. Tactical level.

Reconnaissance Group, reinforced company-sized, usually formed
during mobile phases of operations or to reconnoitre key objectives
in depth.

Guns, tanks or batteries attached to defending troops to fire from
various pre- selected fire positions for the purpose of misleading the
enemy as to the amount and location of artillery in the defence.

Reconnaissance Patrol, platoon sized, usually formed by elements
of a reconnaissance battalion.

Remotely Piloted Vehicle; reconnaissance or attack drone.



RSC

RSG

RSHC

RSP

RTAV

RWR

SAR

SATNAV

SB

SCF

SD

SEAD

Recce-Strike Complex. Precision weapons linked to an (usually
dedicated) reconnaissance system providing real-time target data
to a largely automated control/fusion centre which selects targets
and organizes near-real time engagement. Operational level.

Rear Security Group, usually a reinforced company, used on marches
when enemy threat to the rear is weak, but still greater than that
which would require merely a rear security patrol.

Reserves of the Supreme High Command. Formations and units
not included in the composition of higher formations used for
guantitative and qualitative reinforcement of SGs, armies and corps.

Rear Security Patrol; section to platoon sized for battalion, particularly
when acting as advanced guard, forward or raiding detachment.

Reconnaissance and Target Acquisition/Vectoring; part of RSC/RFC.
Radar Warning Receiver.

Synthetic Aperture Radar.

Satellite Navigation.

Standing Barrage. A linear artillery concentration pre-planned near
an obstacle or just in front of defending troops. The equivalent of a
Western “defensive fire” task.

Successive Concentrations of Fire. The delivery of fire by an artillery
unit or sub-unit against pre-selected targets on successive lines
progressing into the enemy’s depth. The lifting of fire from one line
to the next is done on call by the combined arms commander.
Successive concentrations of fire is the normal form of fire preparation
(qv) and support (qv) in the attack.

Strategic Direction. Operational-strategic or strategic major field force/
HQ above Basic Forces’army and Mobile Forces’ corps: also known
as strategic grouping. A SD is charged with fulfilling strategic missions
within the context of a strategic operation in a theatre of military
operations.

Suppression of Enemy Air Defences. The suppression (qv) or
destruction of ground based air defences by air, artillery or missile
strikes or ground attack in order to create a breach in the enemy’s air
defence coverage for the safe passage of air raids, air landing/air
assault or airborne forces.



Second Echelon

Sector (in
battalion)

Security Zone

Separate

SG

SHC
SLAR
SOJ

SOu

Special
Decontamination

That part of operational or combat formation which is not directly
participating in an engagement or battle at a given moment but which
Is intended to build up the power of a strike grouping in the offensive,
to increase the stability and aggressiveness of defence or to replace
troops of the first echelon in the event of heavy losses. The existence
of a second echelon creates favourable conditions for building up
strength, executing a manoeuvre, or rapidly shifting effort from one
sector to another during an operation or battle. In contrast to a
combined arms reserve, combat missions are assigned to a second
echelon at the same time as the first receives its task.

The tactical area of responsibility of a unit (regiment or combined
arms battalion) in defence.

A zone created ahead of the forward edge of defending troops. A
security zone is created where there is no close contact with the
enemy and usually consists of several delay lines covered by
obstacles. The depth of the zone depends on the concept of the
defence, the nature of the terrain and the availability of time for its
preparation.

Designation used to describe a unit or lower formation which is not
part of the table of organization and equipment of a larger unit or
formation but is used for conducting autonomous or independent
actions.

Strategic Grouping. Operational-strategic or strategic major field
force/HQ above army and corps level. A SG is charged with fulfilling
strategic missions within the context of a strategic operation in a
theatre of military operations.

Supreme High Command.
Sideways Looking Airborne Radar.
Stand-Off Jamming (air).

Separate Operational Unit; used to conduct raids in the enemy’s
operational-tactical and operational depth, particularly during a
defensive operation.

Complete decontamination of personnel, clothing and material by
specialist chemical defence troops. It is done once the troops have
completed their assigned mission on instructions from the senior
commander at special decontamination points created by chemical
defence sub-units/units.



SPF

SRP

Strategic
Defence

Strategic
Offensive
Operation

Strategic
Mission

Special purpose forces. Formation level units and sub-units specially
trained for deep reconnaissance sabotage and sometimes subversive
and terroristic actions. SPF personnel are all parachute-trained (at
higher formation level, using sophisticated techniques), familiar with
a wide variety of foreign as well as indigenously produced weapons
and explosives and with at least some competence in the language
of at least one potential enemy.

Separate Reconnaissance Patrol, platoon-sized and reporting direct
to its parent unit HQ.

A defensive posture adopted by the armed forces in the event of
surprise attack or when the enemy’s superiority in a theatre of
operations precludes an offensive. Strategic defence is organized
deliberately or as a matter of necessity for the purpose of: repelling
an enemy offensive; preventing his invasion during the initial period
of war; frustrating his advance during the course of hostilities;
weakening enemy forces by attrition; and creating conditions for
transitioning to a strategic offensive in the given, or another theatre
of operations.

An operation planned and conducted under the direct guidance of
the Supreme High Command in order to achieve major strategic goals
- ie, a radical change in the military, political and strategic situation
either within a theatre of operations or in the war as a whole. The
purpose of a strategic offensive operation will usually be the
destruction of enemy operational WMD and ACM systems and the
main grouping of the enemy in a theatre of operations, the seizure of
strategically important areas and installations and possibly the driving
from the war of a member of a hostile coalition. A strategic offensive
operation comprises a series of army and corps, air force and possibly
naval offensive and defensive operations, conducted concurrently
and/or successively, and coordinated in terms of time, place and
mission in accordance with a unified plan.

A mission whose fulfilment in the course of an armed conflict leads
to an abrupt change is the operational-strategic situation in a strategic
sector or theatre of operations. Successful accomplishment of a
strategic mission usually results in the attainment of numerical
superiority over the enemy, in seizure of important areas and
installations and in occupation by groupings of the armed forces of
the most advantageous operational and strategic position with respect
to the enemy, thereby creating favourable conditions for further
conduct of hostilities. Successful conduct of a series of strategic
missions leads to the attainment of intermediate and ultimate strategic
goals. A strategic mission is executed by a major field force.
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Strongpoint

Sub-unit

Subsequent
Objective

Support

Suppression

Supporting
Artillery

Switch Line/
Position

Tactical Depth
of Defence

That part of a defended area which is most fortified and reinforced
with obstacles and organized for all-round defence. Strongpoints
are defended by motor rifle or tank companies or platoons (often
reinforced) and are prepared with trenches, communications
trenches, shelters and other defensive structures. They are well
camouflaged and often contain dummy weapons positions and
targets. They are connected to each other frontally and in depth for
the purpose of mutual defence and tied together by a unified fire and
obstacle plan.

In the New Basic Forces, a battalion, company or platoon. In the
Mobile Forces, a company or platoon.

The portion of the overall mission in an offensive operation or battle
carried out on completion of the immediate mission. Envisaged in
the subsequent mission are the destruction of any further nuclear or
precision attack weapons revealed by the enemy, the destruction of
his reserves and the attainment of the operation’s or battle’s goal.
Normally, there will be partial changes in operational/combat
formation (qv) to achieve it (eg, committal of a second echelon or
reserve or resubordination of artillery).

Phase three of artillery and aviation support for an attack. Successive
neutralization and destruction of the enemy by artillery and aviation
fire strikes in the course of an attack for the purpose of ensuring a
rapid advance by attacking troops.

As an artillery term, the infliction of about 30% casualties on a target,
thus rendering it combat ineffective for a period of minutes to hours.
This is the normal level of effect sought in support of an attack.

Artillery which, while remaining subordinated to the senior artillery
commander, carries out fire missions assigned by the commander
of the combined arms formation or unit being supported. Artillery
temporarily detached from second echelons to support combat
actions of formations or units of the first echelon is also regarded as
supporting artillery in relation to such formations or units.

A position or line created in defence for the purpose of preventing
the enemy from spreading the flanks. A switch position/line may
serve as a line for hitting the enemy with fire and for conducting
counter-attacks.

The terrain occupied and defended by divisions of the first echelon
of an army.
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Tactical
Formation

Tactical March
Formation

Tactical Zone
of Defence

Tactics

TAOR

Temporary
Fire Position

TGSM

Theatre of

Theatre of War
Operations

TWS
UF

Unit

Unit of Fire

The grouping and organization of a lower formation, unit or sub-unit
created in accordance with the concept for battle and meeting the
requirements for the most effective utilization of the grouping for the
achievement of the assi