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Purpose of the paper

The purpose of the paper is to present recent PHE work and international
achievements around the United Nations Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2013.! The high level implications and opportunities for PHE are
described.

Recommendations
The Board is asked:

a) To NOTE the high level of engagement, influence and visibility achieved by
PHE, through work with the United Nations’ International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction Scientific and Technical Advisory Group (UNISDR STAG) #° on the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, around:

(i) strengthening the role of science and health in global disaster risk
reduction policy; * and

(i) articulating the scientific and policy remit of disaster risk reduction in areas
relevant to PHE such as emergency preparedness and response,
outbreak and epidemic management, climate change adaptation, and
cross-cutting functions such as evidence synthesis and capacity
development.

b) To NOTE - the ongoing work in global disaster risk reduction of PHE, in
particular through PHE’s contribution to the leadership of the United Nations’
science and technology conference on disaster risk reduction 2016 which will bring
the global science and technology community together for implementation
planning across the science, policy and civil society community within the UK and
between the UK and international partners.

Background

Disaster risk arises when hazards that are either natural (geological,
hydrometeorological or biological) or induced by human processes (environmental
degradation or technological hazards)® interact with the physical, social, economic
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3.2

3.3

and environmental vulnerabilities and exposures of populations.® Reducing
disaster risk, therefore, requires concerted action across a wide range of sectors,
institutions and disciplines.

The Sendai Framework was adopted on Wednesday, 18 March 2015 by 187
United Nations (UN) Member States and is the first of the three United Nations
landmark agreements of the post-2015 agenda to be adopted (the remaining two
agreements will address sustainable development (September 2015) and climate
change (December 2015).”® It is the successor to the Hyogo Framework for Action
on Disaster Risk Reduction 2005. Of note, the Sendai Framework has a much
greater emphasis on people’s health than its predecessor.

The Sendai Framework gives a clear mandate to scientists [Annex 1], public health
professionals, policy makers and practitioners of disaster risk reduction to develop
the evidence-informed policy needed to save lives and reduce disaster losses
through a multisectoral, transdisciplinary approach across institutions and
organisations.™*

Implications for PHE

The following paragraphs include actions required by public health in partnership
with UNISDR, WHO and other UN organisations as well as local, national, regional
and global partners as relevant. Examples of the scope of public health activities
mandated by the Sendai Framework include:

e To enhance health system resilience through enhanced cooperation
between health authorities and other relevant stakeholders as well as
implementing the International Health Regulations (2005). The UK has shown
considerable global leadership on relevant policy areas such as antimicrobial
resistance.

e To build on PHE’s field epidemiology capacity for monitoring and
surveillance by establishing a mechanism for case registry and a database of
mortality caused by disaster in order to improve the prevention of morbidity
and mortality.

e To build on PHE’s efforts in climate change adaptation and sustainability
by promoting the resilience of new and existing critical infrastructure, including
telecommunications and health facilities, to ensure that they remain safe,
effective and operational during and after disasters in order to provide live-
saving and essential services. PHE has an important role in the UK’s National
Adaptation Plan and provided leadership in the development of the UK’s heat
wave and cold weather plans.

e To clarify PHE’s role in addressing non-communicable diseases by
enhancing recovery and response schemes to provide psychosocial support
and mental health services for all; and supporting people with life-threatening
and chronic disease in line with work of the Health and Wellbeing Directorate.

e To expand on PHE activities in capacity development and training of
health workers in the UK and in low- and middle-income countries by
better understanding disaster risk and applying and implementing disaster risk
reduction approaches in health work; and promoting and enhancing the
training capacities in the field of disaster medicine. PHE has made significant
contributions to the development of microbiology laboratory capacity and
training around the world.
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5 Opportunities for PHE

5.1 A new phase has begun in disaster risk reduction policy and implementation, which
provides a real opportunity to strengthen PHE’s relationship with cross-government
partners through leadership at the local, national and international levels.

5.2 PHE is continuously examining the benefits of updating, linking and concentrating
UK expertise to promote the development and sharing of vital knowledge with
national and international stakeholders. This, in turn, will facilitate the planned
reduction in disaster losses to support the Sendai outcome by 2030.

5.3 Specifically, PHE through the vice-chairmanship of the UNISDR STAG is leading
on:

a) The development of an international partnership for science and technology in
DRR to support the implementation of the Sendai Framework

b) The organisation of UNISDR science and technology global conference on
disaster risk reduction to be held at the United Nations’ Palais des Nations in
February 2016

Virginia Murray
Consultant in Global Disaster Risk Reduction

Amina Aitsi-Selmi

Acting Consultant in International Public Health
June 2015

Glossary:
DRR: Disaster Risk Reduction

STAG UNISDR: Scientific and Technical Advisory Group of the UNISDR
UNISDR: United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
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Annex 1. Scientific paragraph defining the role of the United Nations International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction’s Scientific and Technical Advisory Group.
Para 25 (9) Enhance the scientific and technical work on disaster risk

reduction and its mobilization through the coordination of existing networks and

scientific research institutions at all levels and all regions with the support of the

UNISDR Scientific and Technical Advisory Group in order to:

e strengthen the evidence-base in support of the implementation of this
framework;

e promote scientific research of disaster risk patterns, causes and effects;

e disseminate risk information with the best use of geospatial information
technology;

e provide guidance on methodologies and standards for risk assessments, disaster
risk modelling and the use of data;

e identify research and technology gaps and set recommendations for research
priority areas in disaster risk reduction;

e promote and support the availability and application of science and technology to
decision-making;

e contribute to the update of the 2009 UNISDR Terminology on Disaster Risk
Reduction;

e use post-disaster reviews as opportunities to enhance learning and public policy;
and

e disseminate studies;
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