CHICK SEXER (Vent Sexer)
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

There are three ways to distinguish the sex of a newly hatched chick, colour,
wing feather length and sex organ (vent). Colour sexing and feather sexing
are relatively simple procedures. Companies are unable to use colour sexing
if their breeder chicks have white feathers and feather sexing is not an
appropriate method for use by a broiler breeding company.

Vent sexing is a specialised occupation that requires a high degree of skill,
precision, speed and concentration. Vent sexing involves examination o
inside of the vent opening of the chick to accurately identify the sex org

INDUSTRY REQUIREMENTS

The ability to accurately determine the sex of a day old chic
can only be acquired by at least three years training. The i
between two and six months but the whole training progra
years. This involves building up to an acceptable mi
chicks per hour whilst maintaining at least 98% accur
sexers is essential to ensure that the welfare of the bir
and vital organs are not damaged. ‘

The industry requires individuals capabl

el 3 or above and at least 3 years full time experience of using their skills.
ANTRA has confirmed that the skills of a fully trained vent sexer would be at
st NVQ Level 3.

itional skills required are:

e A familiarity with regulations and legislation covering the work practices of
the poultry livestock industry;
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¢ use of appropriate techniques for handling chicks to avoid injury or
damage; and

e an understanding of the conditions necessary to support the welfare of day
old chicks in the hatchery and farm environments.

Caseworkers should ensure that the post is for a salaried, employed person.

TWES training: This occupation is not suitable for TWES training.

TWES work experience: This occupation is not suitable for TWES work
experience.

SALARY

A standard salary for a vent sexer would currently be around £30,000 to
£40,000 p.a. Sexers are usually paid approximately £3 per 10
examined and would examine around 1 to 1.5 million per ye

ADVERTISING

Posts would be advertised in an appropriate trade pu
as Poultry World.

FURTHER INFORMATION ‘
Association of British Chick Sexers: 9 atford upon Avon

Warwickshire. CV37 9DZ Tel: 01789 2662 : 01789 266258
Contact: Mr A Moss (Sggretar il: arbj hotmail.co.uk
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