Internal Caseworker Guidance

ANATOMICAL PATHOLOGY TECHNICIAN / TECHNOLOGIST (APT)

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Anatomical Pathology Technicians (APTs), also known as Anatomical Pathology
Technologists, carry out a wide range of tasks related to mortuary service delivery.
APTs can be based within an NHS Hospital Mortuary or a Local Authority Public
Mortuary. One of their many tasks is to provide assistance and support to Pathologists
in conducting postmortem examinations. As an APT becomes more experienged their
role in the mortuary will change and their responsibilities will increase.

As well as postmortem examination work, APTs are also responsible for the g
running of the mortuary, ensuring accurate record keeping and ensuring Hg
Safety and Human Tissue Authority legislation is adhered to.

Anatomical Pathology Technician duties include —

e Assisting pathologists and other experts with the exami
and babies who may have died of natural causes or suff
circumstances

e |dentifying and preparing the deceased and settin

carry out a postmortem examination

Helping with the removal of tiss and

Taking and recording samples for‘an [

Reconstructing the body after the p

Cleaning and disinfection of equipmen

postmortem suite

Keeping accurate r nd their property

e Maintaining the mort , ensuring equipment and
instruments are kept cl [

d in taking consent for postmortems and
iewings, as well as offering practical advice
ures Tollowing the death

re for the bereaved

sing staff as well as outside agencies such as

involvement in the work under the supervision of pathologists and senior APTs. During
the first two years a candidate is expected to study towards the Royal Institute of Public
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Health (RIPH) Certificate in Anatomical Pathology Technology.

APTs holding this certificate may go on, after a further two-year period of training to
take the RIPH Diploma in Anatomical Pathology Technology. The diploma proves
the APT’s ability to provide scientific and practical assistance to the Pathologist. The
diploma acknowledges the APT'’s ability to take charge of a mortuary and to instruct
assistants in safe practices.

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

There are no statutory registration requirements.
However, the Association of Anatomical Pathology Technologists is activel
encouraging suitably qualified APTs to join the Voluntary Register in prepa
formal registration with the Health Professions Council (HPC) in 2009.
CASEWORKER TREATMENT
B&C

the RIPH
), or above, and three

The post meets the skill criteria when the post requires t
Certificate in Anatomical Pathology Technology (or equiva
years previous experience. ‘

TWES

Training

if the rseas National is working
ogy Technology and the TWES criteria

This occupation is suitable
towards the RIPH Diploma in
are satisfied.

Work Experience

This occupation is s
offered is at a gtand

Work Experience if the work experience being
, or above, NVQ Level 3 and the TWES work

Band Salary
natomical Pathology Band 4 £16,853 - £20,261
Technician

natomical Pathology Band 5 £19,683 - £25,424
Teghnologist — Higher Level

Anatomical Pathology Band 6 £23,458 - £31,779
Technologist — Higher Level
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Anatomical Pathology Band 7 £28,313 - £37,326
Technologist — Higher Level

Anatomical Pathology Band 8 A—-D £36,112 - £75,114
Technologist — Higher Level

APT’s may be paid extra for being on call. Those working in or around London receive
an additional allowance.

ADVERTISING

Vacancies are advertised through the NHS, specialist journals and websites, th
and national press and via the jobcentre.

Medical Laboratory World
Wilmington Publishing Ltd,
Wilmington House,

Maidstone Road,

Foots Cray

Sidcup,

DA14 5HZ,

Telephone: 020 8269 7745

Fax: 020 8269 7805

Website: www.mlwmagazine.com ‘
E-Mail: msansom@wilmington.co.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION

Royal Institute of Public Fealth
28 Portland Place
London

W1B 1DE

Tel: 0207 580 2731
Fax: 0207 580 6157
Website: www.riph.

ogy Technologists (AAPT)
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