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Commanding Officers Authorisation

Premises to be searched:

Description/details of items/person sought:

For s88 of the Act the Commanding Officer can only authorise entry and search of property that is the ‘service living 
accommodation’ (SLA) of a person who is within his command and; either a person subject to service law  (PSSL) or a 
civilian subject to service discipline (CSSD).  For this purpose SLA is limited to; a room, structure or area (whether on land 
or ship) which are occupied  by any of HM Forces and are used for the provision of sleeping accommodation for one or 
more PSSL or CSSD; and any lockers that are not part of such premises but are provided by any of HM Forces for personal 
use by a PSSL or CSSD  in connection with his sleeping accommodation. 
For s91 of the Act the Commanding Officer can only authorise entry to property that is SLA of a PSSL or CSSD within his 
command; or premises (any place including any vehicle, ship or aircraft and any tent or movable structure) that are, or 
which he reasonably believes to be, occupied as a residence (alone or with others) by such a person.  For this section SLA 
includes any building or part of a building occupied  for the purpose of HM Forces but provided for the exclusive use of a 
PSSL or CSSD (or such a person and his family) as living accommodation or as a garage.  This is in addition to any room, 
structure or area (on land or on a ship) which is occupied by any of HM Forces and used for the provision of sleeping 
accommodation for one or more PSSL or CSSD and lockers that are not part of such premises but are provided by any of 
HM Forces for personnel use by such a person in connection with his sleeping accommodation.
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Reason for proceeding (delete as applicable): 

Details of the Service Offence suspected including; place, date and time of alleged incident.
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DateSigned

Name

RankService number

Unit / ship / establishment address Notes:  
The Commanding Officer is to sign and retain the 
original Authority to Search  (this form). 
 
Two copies are to be handed to the person 
authorised to undertake the entry and search. 
• One copy is to be handed to the occupier of the 
premises searched, or if unoccupied, left on the premises.
• The remaining copy is to be retained by the authorised 
person for the duration of the entry and search. 
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I (insert name): 

The occupier of the premises, namely:

herby AUTHORISE (list all those authorised):  

In accordance with Section 88 91  of the Act

to enter the premises above and to search for and seize property
conduct arrest of the individual described

Is a Person Subject to Service Law
Civilian Subject to Service Discipline who is under my command
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Commanding Officers Authorisation
For s88 of the Act the Commanding Officer can only authorise entry and search of property that is the ‘service living accommodation’ (SLA) of a person who is within his command and; either a person subject to service law  (PSSL) or a civilian subject to service discipline (CSSD).  For this purpose SLA is limited to; a room, structure or area (whether on land or ship) which are occupied  by any of HM Forces and are used for the provision of sleeping accommodation for one or more PSSL or CSSD; and any lockers that are not part of such premises but are provided by any of HM Forces for personal use by a PSSL or CSSD  in connection with his sleeping accommodation.For s91 of the Act the Commanding Officer can only authorise entry to property that is SLA of a PSSL or CSSD within his command; or premises (any place including any vehicle, ship or aircraft and any tent or movable structure) that are, or which he reasonably believes to be, occupied as a residence (alone or with others) by such a person.  For this section SLA includes any building or part of a building occupied  for the purpose of HM Forces but provided for the exclusive use of a PSSL or CSSD (or such a person and his family) as living accommodation or as a garage.  This is in addition to any room, structure or area (on land or on a ship) which is occupied by any of HM Forces and used for the provision of sleeping accommodation for one or more PSSL or CSSD and lockers that are not part of such premises but are provided by any of HM Forces for personnel use by such a person in connection with his sleeping accommodation.
Details of the Service Offence suspected including; place, date and time of alleged incident.
Notes: 
The Commanding Officer is to sign and retain the original Authority to Search  (this form).
Two copies are to be handed to the person authorised to undertake the entry and search.• One copy is to be handed to the occupier of the premises searched, or if unoccupied, left on the premises.• The remaining copy is to be retained by the authorised person for the duration of the entry and search.
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In accordance with Section
 of the Act
8.2.1.3158.1.475346.466429
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	TextField3: Section 88, of the ActI have reasonable grounds for believing:1. That a relevant offence within the meaning of Section 84  of the Act has been committed;2. That material which is likely to be of substantial value (whether by itself or together with other material) to the investigation of the offence is on the premises;3. That the material would be likely to be admissible in evidence at a trial for the offence;4. That it does not consist of or include items subject to legal privilege, excluded material or special procedure material;5. That at least one condition specified in section 83(4) applies, those being;-that it is not practicable to communicate with any person entitled to grant entry to the premises.-that it is practicable to communicate with a person entitled to grant entry to the premises, but it is not practicable to communicate with any person entitled to grant access to the evidence.-that entry to the premises will not be granted unless a warrant is produced.-in the case of relevant SLA that it is not practicable to communicate with the person or (as the case  may be) any of the persons for whom the accommodation is provided for; or that there is no such person with whom it is practicable to communicate who will grant access to the accommodation without the production of a warrant.-that the purpose of the search may be frustrated  or seriously prejudiced unless  immediate entry  can be secured.6. That it is likely that the purpose of the search would be frustrated or seriously prejudiced if no search could be carried out before the earliest time it would be practicable to;-obtain the assistance of a Service policeman; or-in the case where a member of a UK police force could obtain a warrant under section 8 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1988 or any other enactment authorising the entry and search of the premises, for a member of such a force to obtain and execute such a warrant.Section 91 of the ActFor Arrest:1. The arrest is to be made under section 67 of the Act.2. The offence suspected of which the arrest is to be made is a relevant offence (as defined by section 84 of the Act); and3. The officer has reasonable grounds for believing that, if the arrest could not be made before the earliest time by which it would be practicable to obtain the assistance from a Service Policeman or a member of a UK police force who could obtain a warrant under section 17(1)(b) or (c) of the Police and Criminal Evidence At 1988, or any other enactment;-the person to be arrested might evade arrest, conceal, damage, alter or destroy evidence, or present a danger to himself or others; or-discipline or morale among members of  any of HMF might be undermined.For saving life or limb or to prevent serious damage to property:1. Entry and search to save life or limb or prevent serious damage to property can be authorised in relation to SLA and, if it is not practicable to obtain the assistance of a service policeman, in relation to premises that are, or are reasonably believed to be, occupied as a residence (alone or with other persons) by a PSSL or CSSD.
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