
 
 
 

 

 
Many fires in the home could easily have been prevented. That’s why it is important to be 
aware of potential fire hazards around your home and that you take simple steps to protect 
you, your family and your possessions.  In addition, should the worst happen, you won’t have 
time to think, so you should also familiarise yourself with all of the available escape routes in 
your home – plan your escape. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smoke alarms/detectors 
Having a working smoke alarm is the one of simplest and most important ways of protecting your 
family and your home from fire. You should test the smoke alarms weekly. Never tamper with a 
smoke alarm - and report all faults to the Repairs/Maintenance Help Desk immediately. 
 

IN THE EVENT OF A FIRE 
Don’t panic – alert everyone in the house – leave as quickly as possible – close all doors 
behind you – once outside call the Fire Brigade on 999 or 112.  
If you live behind the wire please notify the guardroom of the fire and action taken from a safe 
location. If your home is close to other properties you should also alert your neighbours. 
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PLAN YOUR ESCAPE 
 

Work out your escape 
routes in the event of a fire. 
 
Agree and make sure 
everyone knows where the 
keys are kept for doors and 
window locks. 
 
Keep your escape routes free from 
furniture, possessions and rubbish. 

LIVING ROOM 
 

All open fires should be guarded. 
 
Firelighters and matches should 
be kept out of reach of children. 
 
Never dry clothes over fires or 
heaters. 
 
Never leave candles or tea lights 
unattended, and use proper 
holders on a stable heat resistant 
surface. 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
 

Do not overload sockets with 
multiple plugs or extension leads. 
 
Never run cables or wires under 
mats or carpets where you cannot 
see wear and tear. 
 
Turn off and unplug electrical 
appliances when not in use. 
 
Do not tamper with fitted electrical 
items in your home. 

KITCHEN 
 

If you get called away 
or distracted whilst 
cooking, switch off your 
hob. 

 
Keep the hob clear of 
oven gloves, cloths and 
hanging tea towels. 
 
Take extra care with 
hot oil and deep frying.  

NIGHT TIME 
 

Do not smoke in bed. 
 
Take extra care if you use an electric  
blanket. Always follow the manufacturer’s 
guidance.  
 

Add a quick check of your home to your 
night time routine – ensuring that  

your home is 
safe before 
you go to bed. 

 

CHIMNEYS 
 

Open fire chimneys should be regularly 
swept to avoid chimney fires. 

BARBEQUES 
 

Light your barbeque on a stable surface 
well away from the house and flammable 
materials, such as fencing.  Use lighting 
fluids sparingly. 
 
Allow the ashes to cool completely before 
disposal; otherwise you could set your bin 
on fire. This includes disposable barbeques. 

DIO SD Accn Communications – February 2014 

www.gov.uk/dio/sfa 

This document was archived on 1 December 2014 and is now out of date 
following the introduction of the National Housing Prime contract 

for Service Family Accommodation (SFA) in the UK. New details can be found at: 
http://www.carillionamey.co.uk/
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