
  

The Report of the Al Sweady Inquiry
 

Sir Thayne Forbes 

Presented to Parliament pursuant to Section 26 of the Inquiries Act 2005 

Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed on 17 December 2014 

HC 818-II Volume 2 of 2
	



 

 

 

© Crown copyright 2014 

This publication is licensed under the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0 except where otherwise stated. 

To view this licence, visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3 or write to the Information 

Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
	

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the copyright 

holders concerned.
	

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/publications 


Print ISBN 9781474112796
	
Web ISBN 9781474112802
	

ID 27111411 12/14 

Printed on paper containing 75% recycled fibre content minimum 

Printed in the UK by the Williams Lea Group on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 

www.gov.uk/government/publications


 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CONTENTS 

VOLUME I 

Part 1: The Introduction 3
	

3
	

3
	

5
	

11
	

11
	

13
	

19
	

20
	

21
	

25
	

29
	

29
	

29
	

31
	

31
	

32
	

32
	

35
	

39
	

39
	

41
	

43
	

47
	

47
	

48
	

49
	

52
	

53
	

53
	

53
	

55
	

Chapter 1: Inquiry set-up 
1 The genesis of the Inquiry 

2 The approach to the terms of reference 

Chapter 2: Investigative work 
1 Obtaining disclosure of material 

2 The electronic search of the FDHC at IHAT 

3 Redaction of Information 

4 The Media 

5 Iraqi witnesses 

6 Military witnesses 

Chapter 3: Oral hearings 
1 Preliminary hearings 

2 The oral evidence 

Chapter 4: Procedural Issues 
1 Undertakings from the Attorney-General & Heads of Services 

2 Protective Measures for witnesses 

3 Identifying recommendations 

Chapter 5: Standard of Proof 

Chapter 6: Operational Context 
1 Operation Telic IV 

2 The security situation 

3 The environment 

Part 2: Allegations of unlawful killing at CAMP ABU NAJI 
Chapter 1: Identifying those alleged to have been unlawfully killed at 
Camp Abu Naji 
1 Concession by the Iraqi Core Participants 

2 Iraqi death certificates 

3 Iraqi judicial files 

4 ASI 24 & ASI 26 

5 Martyrs poster 

6 Use made of Captain Rands’ “KIA” photos 

7 Ambulance video footage 

iii
 



iv 

The Report of the Al-Sweady Inquiry

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   
 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

   

 

  

  

   

   
 

 

  

  

 
 

  

  

   
 

Chapter 2: Evidence concerning those who died in the battle of Danny Boy 

but who did not enter Camp Abu Naji on 14-15 May 2004 57
	

57
	

59
	

59
	

61
	

62
	

64
	

65
	

66
	

69
	

69
	

70
	

1 ASI 29 

2 ASI 30 

3 ASI 13 

4 ASI 21 

5 ASI 10 

6 ASI 25 

7 ASI 19 

8 ASI 23 

Chapter 3: The Battle of Danny Boy 
1 Relevance of the Battle to the terms of reference 

2 The general situation in Majar al’ Kabir on 14 May 2004 

3 The start of the engagement of 14 May 2004: Major Adam Griffiths and his Rover Group
	
are ambushed on Route 6 84
	

109
	

209
	

406
	

438
	

438
	

450
	

524
	

4 The Southern Battle 

5 The Northern Battle 

6 Miscellanous matters relating generally to the Battle of Danny Boy 

Chapter 4: The Iraqi Deceased 
1 The order to collect the bodies of the dead insurgents 

2 Overview of the movement of the bodies 

3 The injuries to each of the Iraqi deceased 

VOLUME II 

Part 3: Allegations of ill-treatment at CAMP ABU NAJI 587
	

587
	

587
	

596
	

606
	

609 

619
	

619
	

645
	

651
	

653
	

657
	

661 

Chapter 1: The arrival of the detainees at Camp Abu Naji 
1 The arrival of the nine detainees at Camp Abu Naji on 14 May 2004 

4 Conclusions in relation to the arrival and unloading of the detainees at Camp Abu Naji 


2 Summary of the  military evidence regarding the detainees’ arrival at Camp Abu Naji 

3 Summary of the detainees’ evidence with regard to their arrival at Camp Abu Naji 

on 14 May 2004 

Chapter 2: The processing of the detainees at Camp Abu Naji 
1 The processing of the detainees at Camp Abu Naji 

2 Allegations made by the detainees during processing 

Chapter 3: The Tactical Questioning of the nine detainees at Camp Abu Naji 
on the night of 14/15 May 2004 
1 The training received by M004 

2 The admitted conduct of M004 

3 The nine detainees’ perception of the Tactical Questioning carried out at Camp Abu Naji 

on 14/15 May 2004 



v 

Contents

  

   
 

   
 

 

  

  

   
 

  

   
 

  

   
 

  

  

  

  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 

   
 

  

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

   
 

  

4 Findings in relation to M004’s admitted conduct 665
	

675 

681 

695
	

695
	

698
	

711
	

716
	

722
	

731
	

737
	

744
	

750
	

756
	

761
	

762
	

765 

767 

776
	

785
	

789
	

803
	

807
	

808
	

815
	

828
	

859
	

789
	

789
	

5 The detainees’ allegations of other forms of ill-treatment during Tactical Questioning at 

Camp Abu Naji on the night of 14/15 May 2004 

6 The detainees’ allegations of having heard and seen the sounds and signs of torture 
and execution being carried out at Camp Abu Naji during 14/15 May 2014 

Chapter 4: Overnight detention at Camp Abu Naji 
1 Command structure and the governing policy 

2 Allegation 1: the detainees were ill-treated in the way they were escorted by the guards 

3 Allegation 2: the detainees were prevented from talking to one another which was 

enforced by verbal and physical assaults 

4 Allegation 3: The detainees were not given an adequate supply of water 

5 Allegation 4: The guard force used the giving of water as an opportunity to carry out 

physical assaults on the detainees 

6 Allegation 5: The detainees were not given an adequate supply of food 

7 Allegation 6: The detainees were deliberately deprived of sleep. The detainees were made 

to stay awake and subjected to physical assaults 

8 Allegation 7: The detainees were deprived of their sight for prolonged periods 

9 Allegation 8: The lavatory arrangements were inadequate 

10 Allegation 9: The detainees were ill-treated during medical examinations 

11 Allegation 10: The detainees were deliberately plasticuffed too tightly so as to cause pain 

12 Potential ill-treatment 11: The detainees were subjected to “static” or “white” noise
	
from a radio 

13 Overall conclusions with regard to the overnight detention of the detainees at Camp 

Abu Naji during 14/15 May 2004 

Chapter 5: The transfer of the nine detainees from Camp Abu Naji to the 
Divisional Temporary Detention Facility (DTDF) at Shaibah on 
15 May 2004 
1 Allegations of ill-treatment made by the detainees with regard to their transfer from 
Camp Abu Naji to the DTDF at Shaibah on 15 May 2004 

2 General comments regarding the transfer 

Part 4: Allegations of ill-treatment at Shaibah 
Chapter 1: Introduction to the Divisional Temporary Detention Facility (DTDF) 
1 The Divisional Temporary Detention Facility 

2 Joint Forward Interrogation Team (JFIT) 

3 Operation of the DTDF 

4 Policy documents and guidance 

Chapter 2: Processing at the DTDF at Shaibah 
1 The detainees’ allegations of ill-treatment upon arrival at the DTDF at Shaibah on 

15 May 2004 

2 Failure to take proper account of the medical histories of the detainees 



vi 

The Report of the Al-Sweady Inquiry

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3: Detention at the Joint Forward Interrogation Team (JFIT) compound 861
	
861
	1 Arrival at the JFIT compound and cell allocation 

2 Accommodation in the JFIT compound 862
	

876
	

899
	

900
	

901
	

901
	

906
	

909
	

912
	

913
	

917
	

929
	

929
	

929
	

941
	

947
	

951
	

951
	

959
	

962
	

964
	

973
	

3 Interrogations 

4 Visit from the International Committee of the Red Cross 

5 Family visits 

Chapter 4: Detention at the DTDF compound 
1 Conditions in the DTDF 

2 Visits 

3 Medical 

4 Divisional Internment Review Committee 

5 Complaints procedure 

6 Allegations 

Part 5: Matters outside the chronology 
Chapter 1: The Royal Military Police Investigation 
1 The chronology of the 2004 investigation 

2 Was the investigation obstructed? 

3 The opportunity for the detainees to complain 

Chapter 2: Recommendations 
1 Documents 

2 The Shooting Incident Investigation Policy 

3 Arrest Records 

4 Areas of deficiency for further consideration by the Ministry of Defence 

Chapter 3: In conclusion 

Appendices 
Appendix 1: Glossary & Acronyms 979
	

1139
	

1207
	

983
	

1003
	

1027
	

1029
	

1035
	

1115
	

1117
	

Appendix 9: Report by Dr Payne-James 

Appendix 10: Report by Professor Sommer 

Appendix 2: The searches at the Iraq Historical Allegations Team (IHAT) 

Appendix 3: Witness List 

Appendix 4: Operation Telic IV Chain of Command 

Appendix 5: List of Issues 

Appendix 6: The Chairman’s Key Rulings & Directions 

Appendix 7: List of Recommendations 

Appendix 8: Report by Clive Evans 


	The Report of the Al Sweady Inquiry Volume 2 prelims
	Title page
	Crown copyright
	CONTENTS




