
 
  

  
  
    
 

 
 

 

 
        
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

  
 

         
 

            
            

 
             
                

            

            
 

 
                 

                
 

               
             

             
         

 
             
             

              
          

         
               

     
 

            
         

            

Ministry of Defence 
DBS Records Review 
PP34 20 Store Bldg 2/003 
HMNB Portsmouth 
PO1 3NH 

Telephone [MOD]: +44 (0)23927 25215 
Ref: FOI2014/06919 

Facsimile [MOD]: +44 (0)23927 25257 

E-mail cio-foi@mod.uk 
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

2 December 2014 

Dear ||||| ||||||||| 

Thank you for your email of the 9 November 2014 asking:  

“…….Earlier freedom of information requests have revealed that service file data for all service 
records held by MOD is computerised and indexed by service number, surname, initials and date 
of birth.  
Would the MoD consider releasing this information (probably electronically) as a finding aid for 
family and researchers wanting to see if WW1 service files have been retained by MoD because of 
continued service after WW1 (such a release would also comfortably fit within data protection 
principles)?” 

I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000. 

Indexed data relating to service personnel with a date of birth prior to 1901 will be published on the 
.gov.uk web site. I will separately e-mail you with a link once this is available.  

The data is ordered by account and then date of birth. A description of the relevant accounts can 
also be found on .gov.uk using “MOD collation summary” as a search term. 

Approximately 1700 entries have been deleted from the data as errors made when the index was 
created suggested an actual date of birth of after 1901. 

If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling 
of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not 
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by 
contacting the Information Rights Compliance Team, 1st Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, 
SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must 
be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has 
come to an end. 

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal 
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review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information 
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, http://www.ico.gov.uk. 

Yours sincerely, 

||| ||||||||||||||||||| 

http://www.ico.gov.uk

