Reporting on the Coalition Government's commitment on food procurement
In January 2011, the coalition Government set out an agreement which included a commitment by the Government to “ensure food procured by government departments, and eventually the whole public sector, meets British standards of production wherever this can be achieved without increasing overall cost”.   Government Buying Standards are mandatory for central Government and its executive agencies.  This is supported in the Defra Business Plan to drive sustainable food procurement by the Government and the public sector.  

	FCO 2010-2011
	£

%

	Proportion of food by value which has been produced to UK production standards or equivalent.


	£496,034

98%

	Action taken or in progress to ensure future contracts reflect the Government’s commitment on food produced to UK or equivalent standards.


	The  FCO is committed to working with its catering partners in providing services that take full account and comply with:
· The Authority’s Health and Safety Policy;

· The Authority’s Sustainable Operations Policy Statement and the Framework for Sustainable Development on the Estate;

· The Government’s Public Sector Food Procurement Initiative;

· All relevant EU and UK legislation and standards relating to the provision of catering services; and 

· Current and emerging recognised industry standards in respect of catering technology and service provision.



	 Proportion of food which has been sourced from UK producers. 


	£125,145
25%

	Proportion of food which has been produced to Farm Assured standards or equivalent. 


	£69,213

41%

	Proportion of food which has been produced to ‘Integrated production standards’ or other higher environmental standards, for example LEAF or organic. 


	£10,946

2%

	Proportion of food is covered by a scheme that addresses animal welfare issues that go beyond minimum legal requirements, for example  Freedom Food.


	£9,293
9%

	Proportion of fish which, if farmed is certified to ‘freedom food’ or equivalent and if wild caught, is certified to MSC or equivalent. 


	£7,523

32%

	Proportion of tea, coffee and sugar certified as ‘fair trade’ or similar accreditation.
	£5,629

61%


