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Community Covenant articles for Local Government Association communications
 The Armed Forces Community Covenant was launched in June last year to bring together local Armed Forces and civilian communities. It is a partnership between the two communities stemming from the national Armed Forces Covenant, and it aims to foster mutual understanding and support. 
Community Covenants
Community Covenants are usually made between the Armed Forces in an area and the Local Authority, joined additionally by others such as local businesses, organisations and charities. There are more than 80 partnerships across the UK, from Cornwall right up to Moray. They may look very different from one location to another because the scheme is not ‘one size fits all’. Indeed, Community Covenants have so far been led at County Council level, but local authorities at any level are equally welcome to sign up. 

The grant scheme
A few months after the Community Covenant launched, a £30 million supporting grant fund was announced. The grant scheme considers applications from individuals, local charities or not-for-profit organisations that deliver tangible results and meet the overall aims of the Community Covenant Scheme outlined above. Applications must be endorsed by the Armed Forces and Local Authority member of the Community Covenant partnership and then submitted to the Ministry of Defence to be assessed by a panel that includes Treasury, Local Authority and Families Federation representatives. Once funds are agreed, monies are released from MOD to the relevant Local Authority who manages the finances. It is the Community Covenant Partnership that is responsible for making sure the grant is used properly.

Successful projects
The team at MOD has just completed its fourth round of application endorsement and, thanks to the number of local initiatives and good ideas being presented to the Grant panels, some 86 funding requests for local projects have been approved through the scheme; representing a total allocation of some £4M. Here are some examples of successful projects:
· fun days out for Service families in Oxfordshire

· adventure and sailing weeks for Service children in Hampshire a new play park for the residents of Carver Barracks and the local community in Essex

· serving and ex-Service personnel helping the disabled and elderly in Wiltshire

· mentors for Service personnel and veterans who want to set up their own businesses in Hampshire
· support for Service families dealing with long periods of separation in Somerset

More information

Whether you are yet to sign a Community Covenant in your area, or you need more information on the grant scheme do look us up at www.mod.uk/covenant, where you will find the full criteria for funding.

