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African Swine Fever in wild boar in Lithuania 
Preliminary Outbreak Assessment 

Note: Defra’s International Disease Monitoring (IDM) monitors outbreaks of high impact 

diseases around the world. African Swine Fever (ASF) is among those diseases of major 

concern. 

1. Disease Report 

The Lithuanian Authorities have reported to the European Commission and the OIE 

two cases of African Swine Fever in wild boar in two separate counties in Alytus and 

Vilnius regions (OIE, 2014; see map below). This is the first occurrence of ASF in the 

EU outside Sardinia, since the disease was first reported in 2007 in Georgia and 

then in Russia. Disease control measures are in place, which include management 

of the wild boar population, and movement controls in line with EU legislation.  In 

addition the European Commission will put in place interim protective measures in a 

demarcated infected area, concerning the movements of all live pigs and POAO.  

 

2. Situation Assessment 

Recent reports in the media suggested there had been a rise in wild boar mortality in 

the Alytus region of Lithuania and therefore the Veterinary Authorities have been 

closely monitoring and testing all wild boar found dead or hunted. The current cases 

are a 12 month old shot wild boar and a three year old animal found dead.  
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Since June 2013, when Belarus first reported cases of ASF in wild boar (Defra, 

2013), Lithuania and the other neighbouring EU Member States (Estonia, Latvia and 

Poland) have put in place additional checks and safeguard measures for what was 

seen as an almost inevitable spread of disease in wild boar across the borders. 

Lithuania had been carrying out a high level of testing of wild boar since that time 

and these are the first reports of positive test results. In addition, all livestock 

transport vehicles must provide documentary evidence of cleansing and disinfection 

and additional disinfection is carried out at Border Inspection Posts of trucks, cars 

and buses as well as people crossing the border on foot. Checks made of vehicles 

entering Lithuania across the border from Belarus for products of animal origin since 

June 2013 led to the seizure of over 3.3 tonnes and nearly 7.5 tonnes of category 1 

animal by-products (State Food & Veterinary Service Lithuania, 2013). Other 

countries in the region are carrying out similar checks and controls. The concept of a 

wild boar fence along the border was discussed but deemed impractical. The EU has 

provided guidelines and additional funding to carry out surveillance and control of 

ASF in feral pigs (Implementing Decision 2013/498/EU). Part of that funding was to 

look at using repellents in some areas along the eastern border, to deter wild boar 

entering agricultural areas, but this may have been hampered during winter weather.  

 

The recent report of a positive wild boar in Ukraine has not led to any further cases 

being found, although Russia has reported this month from three regions, Moscow 

(wild boar), Kaluga (domestic pigs) and Volgograd (domestic pigs) clearly indicating 

the disease is still present and circulating and therefore the border with the EU 

continues to come under threat (OIE, 2014a). Belarus has not reported any cases in 

wild boar, only in domestic pigs.  

 

Lithuania is approved for the trade in live pigs and products of animal origin. 

According to TRACES, the EU trade notification system, there have been no 

consignments of live pigs destined for the UK from Lithuania for at least two years. 

Products of Animal Origin are not recorded in TRACES, and although there have 

been recent imports of raw pet food, these were not pork products nor destined for 

livestock animals. Lithuania and Denmark do trade regularly in live pigs, as was 

noted during the CSF outbreak in Lithuania in 2009 and therefore this regular 

movement of pigs and transport could increase the risk of spread to other member 

states including the UK.   

 

 

3. Conclusions 

It should be emphasised that this report concerns wild boar. There is no evidence of 

disease being reported in the commercial pig sector in Lithuania.  

This is the first report of spread into the EU of ASF from neighbouring Eastern 

European countries, likely as a result of movement of infected animals from affected 
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regions in Belarus. Wild boar are notoriously difficult to control and therefore it is 

important to maintain vigilance in terms of movement of livestock, transport, workers 

around and out of the region and entering commercial pig farms.  The quantification 

of risk from illegal trade is difficult to measure and we therefore consider there is a 

constant low risk of introduction of various exotic animal diseases into an uninfected 

area through the illegal trade of infected meat or contaminated products / fomites; 

this list of diseases includes ASF. If disease were to be reported in domestic pigs in 

the EU, we would consider the likelihood of ASF being introduced to the UK pig 

population to increase to low but if it were to happen the key to control would be 

early detection, therefore we take this opportunity to remind farmers of the 

requirement to report any clinical signs of disease suspicion.  

This incursion in wild boar would not necessarily raise the risk of introduction of 

disease to the UK; efforts to control the disease in line with contingency plans before 

it becomes established give reassurance of the system of legal trade and animal 

health certification within the EU.  

We will continue to monitor the situation and report on technical and political 

developments as part of exchanging information with other countries and sectors. 

For further information, please also see the ASF leaflet at the following link: 

http://asforce.org/flyers/asforce-en.pdf  

4. Author 

Dr Helen Roberts 

Jonathan Smith 

Professor Trevor Drew 

5. References 

Defra (2013) African Swine Fever in Belarus and Russia http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal-

diseases/files/poa-asf-russia-20130624.pdf Accessed 27/01/2014 

OIE (2014) African Swine Fever in Lithuania. Immediate Notification Ref OIE 14625; Report 

Date 24/01/2014. 

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_imm_0000014690_20140127_14325

7.pdf   Accessed 27/01/2014. 

OIE (2014a) African Swine Fever in Russia. Follow-up Report No. 1 Ref OIE 14696; Report 

Date 27/01/2014. 

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_fup_0000014696_20140127_152548.pdf 

Accessed 27/01/2014. 

State Food & Veterinary Service Lithuania (2013) Protective Measures against ASF in 

Lithuania 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/docs/20131007_as

f_lithuania_en.pdf. Accessed 27/01/2014 

http://asforce.org/flyers/asforce-en.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases/files/poa-asf-russia-20130624.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases/files/poa-asf-russia-20130624.pdf
http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_imm_0000014690_20140127_143257.pdf
http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_imm_0000014690_20140127_143257.pdf
http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_fup_0000014696_20140127_152548.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/docs/20131007_asf_lithuania_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/docs/20131007_asf_lithuania_en.pdf

	1. Disease Report
	2. Situation Assessment
	3. Conclusions
	4. Author
	5. References

