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1. Document aim

1.1 The aim of this document is to ensure that all fire alarm and emergency lighting systems are
tested and maintained to the required standard. It should be read in conjunction with Defence Estates
Operating Instruction (DEQI) 05/10.

2. Introduction

2.1 Questions have been raised about the standards to be applied when installing, testing and
maintaining fire alarms and emergency lighting systems on the defence estate.



2.2 The introduction of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order (RRO) 2005 which applies in
England and Wales places a legal duty on the responsible person. Article 17 states: The responsible
person must maintain any fire safety facilities, equipment or devices provided in the premises. This
includes fire alarm and emergency lighting systems. Under the terms of article 3 of the Regulatory
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, the responsible person is the Secretary of State for Defence.
This responsibility is cascaded down to persons who are responsible/have control of the
premises/buildings.

2.3 The Fire Safety (Scotland) Regulations 2006, regulation 16(1) — Maintenance states: ‘Where
necessary in order to ensure the safety of relevant persons in respect of harm caused by fire the
person with duties under section 53 or 54 of the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005, as amended, must ensure
that the relevant premises and any facilities, equipment and devices provided in respect of the
relevant premises are subject to a suitable system of maintenance and are maintained in an efficient
state, in efficient working order and in good repair’.

2.4 The Northern Ireland (NI) equivalent of the RRO 2005 is currently going through NI Parliament
and is believed to mirror the RRO 2005.

3. Required Standards

3.1 Fire alarm and emergency lighting systems installed on the defence estate are to be tested and
maintained in accordance with the relevant British Standard.

3.2 Buildings on the defence estate are constructed in accordance with Crown Fire Standards (CFS),
which refer to the BS for design, installation and maintenance criteria to ensure compliance with
statute, and regulation whilst providing ‘through-life’ reliability.

3.3 Action addressees are to ensure that the requirements of this Pl are passed to their Maintenance
Management Organisation and other responsible persons without delay.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Any further information required on this matter should be directed to the contact point of this PI in the
first instance.



