The Otterburn Ranges

The Roman road of Dere Street (@ 50K Challenge @ The Eastern Boundary
is part of a fine route for cyclists. This circular cycle route takes you from Alwinton A challenging walk over rough terrain requiring navigation
through the remote beauty of Coquetdale to the Roman skills, with one long stretch of military road. Rewards
camps at Chew Green and then back along the upland with views over the River Coquet and Simonside.
O | I | O e spine of the military training area. (50km / 31 miles) Distance |7.5km (I | miles)
N N N, Row ed/ T / \\\ Start: The National Park car park at Alwinton. Start: Park at the lay-by by Ovenstone Plantation.
_ o Yearning ) >~ Slimdfopt Pub Parrow! O/%;\‘?o,‘ Turn right to follow the road up the Coquet Valley 20km After the gate join the wall NW for 500m until the
| s T ains) 4?1%\’\’\% %*%; to Chew Green. wood. Go through the gate for 500m through the wood,
— ‘ % e L A ‘ 8 ;{?Eﬁ P\ ! %\, g Continue SE from Chew Green on Dere Street for 3km keeping parallel to the wall.
I s —_— A . , ) _ \ T T P 2(/ 2 to junction of military roads — go left, continue 2.5km After the wood follow the waymarked path N for km
' g % ) ANTATIO] 4 indyhaugh’\ Camping // il \,% then take the road left 2.5km to Ridlees Cairn. After up to forest below The Beacon. This will be hard going!
. . S ‘a0 ANy Ikm keep left. After 3.5km turn left again to follow the Follow path Ikm around the forest which climbs to The
This area of the Otterburn Ranges offers a variety of routes '? V'VBZ:WL"“ \4\\ Batg‘ﬁhie' sl ‘Burma Road’ for 10km to descend through Holystone Beacon (301 m). From here the way is clear along the
= ‘edder Leap o N . . .
across one of the remotest parts of Northumberland. The e . i / Shillhope 3 ,’\ Forest to Holystone village. Turn left leaving Holystone fence line for 3km.
ili d b | db d bik d \'kgr:oWrTH‘art Law \ ) to continue the final 7km N, through Harbottle At the forest follow the path which skirts its perimeter
military roads are best explored by roa LSS el Law Signal ¥ to finish in Alwinton. for 2km. Cross the bridge over the Holystone Burn.

tation 100m to a gate to join the track along the edge of the

wood. Follow the track for |km to the metalled ‘Burma

with some steep ascents you’ll need low gears!
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valley and up to the wood 2.5km.

A walk from the Roman fort of Bremenium at High Grindsto ; R \J, / Mock Continue 700m to Craig. Take the footpath SE through a
Rochester around Ridley Crag into Stewartshiels pr / Harden Edge DANGER AREA ) Long Hil iR\ ™" field, 600m down to cross the stream and recross after
Plantation using rough footpaths and forest roads. 105 *‘ . 305 " pClennell 75m over a ford, to head up the hill to a gate.
Distance |0km (6.5 miles) \,\(ﬁi/ e { \ fner a5 = After the gate keep on the rough track Ikm, until the

(,O,,/'/o” y SN . bridleway heads E for 2km back to the starting point.
Start: The A68 layby opposite the café in Rochester. 2 ko
Cross the road and take the permissive path left of the vy iy Shz '\ S _
café for Ikm to the Roman fort at High Rochester. 24X NN, . R VALl O RS W e b The Bastle Circuit
Before reaching the road cross a stile and take the path ’ i ini
around the W side of the fort until you join a footpath Houx Hill ./ * " Crigdon Hill Witch.CEa }T ﬁriiksTa:tlir: UI:;?:::E r;l:zfezoo;rli: (é?::s:reg;ev:remmg
heading NW. Follow this footpath along Sills burn for Y , Loan. Ege8 2 338 s . 4

g P g 5 ) 445 e Linshiels ; Warning: there are some long climbs!

800m until you reach a forestry plantation at which z i 5 oo Ridlees HiBSiEs i Baow ¢ ( ’ > (25km / 16 miles)
point turn R uphill. After 300m a stile takes you into 2 2 ’f ‘ ] P AN R EA }!. 2%6 @ ,*"'H/ARBOTTLE
Stewartshiels Plantation. 2 & 5 5 ((O; ¢5 Harbottle Start: Billsmoorfoot car park on B6341 and enter
With the forest to your R and open fell on your L 7 . G 4 . A HarE:\ftele 3 i Training Area. Head N for 7km past The Raw, High Shaw
continue until you jolin a forest road.Turn L on the o and Craig. Turn left onto the Burma Road. Head W for
;oad anccil after ﬁOme tfurnhL aglaiznkto follow the To Jedburgh { 4 ' 4.5km. Take left to descend 2km past Dudlees Farm.At
orest edge path for a further [.2km. . 1o fork keep left for 6km ke left at Leighton Hill.
At a waymarking post turn R into the forest for 125m Byrnesi,f Bluestone Hasbottle { -J;-..""‘D'Ystoné e : steeepelzlejzteni af\d astcoe:jcl tikgst;:u ;kgmt:o High

Edge Crag J

and R again on to a forest road. Head S for Ikm and at
road junction turn L for 450m to join a public footpath. .
Turn R for 350m and leave the forest by means of a POW. , ; Holystone Low
stile’. Continue SW for I.1km at which point the path $ " ’ o 2rmham
joins a farm track.Turn R for 400m and follow the path

Carrick. Continue NE for 2km back to the bastles and
down |.5km back to the car park.
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around the N and W side of Hillock Farm and then head P b, BT Farm? )
due south for 500m crossing a stream and back to the <G R Ny WA T e , S i
Roman fort at High Rochester. Follow the path round o < | The Haolystone

.SiIIoans o Rcacon

the E and S side of the fort and you will rejoin the path
back to Rochester for a well earned snack in the cafe. ighls
(This route is open all year round if you proceed o et mE ! .
straight on (SE) for 600m at point' above and use the L ' Bellshie 7 PLTATIO : Law DANGER AREA ' Swindon
forest edge path to the stile at point.”) ' 1 Head i i '

Blakehopeburnhaugh P

- .y
----- x X : Greymare N
,? SN . R}; Black enstone @ @ D d L h
D Street Circuit Roman Road Shiels 291 Stitohel Antation \ arden Loug
ere Street Circui ~ 2 A well marked walk into the Fell Sand imonsid

. . . e 317 o0 . well marked walk into the Fell Sandstone Simonside
This 30km ride takes you up the western side of the Raw 4 . . . )

. ) o A . hills, with spectacular views from the heights.
Otterburn Ranges to Ridlees Cairn, to the Roman camps / : .

. = : Distance 7.5 km (4.5 miles)
at Chew Green, returning by Dere Street. e aft Whitefield

. . 8 0 352 Start: Park in the lay-by on the Rothbury to Elsdon
NB. For cyclists the first section is on rough forest G | v Y .
" X X - Bil(smoorfo Road (B6341) and go through the gate. Follow the trail

tracks, so for bikes with racing tyres the alternative start . .
; . . . until the bridge over the Grasslees Burn.
is by turning L on A68 to approach Dere Street via the ; . .

d to Redesdal (30km / 19 miles) Q Cross the bridge and head SE up the hill following the
road to Redesdale camp. m . _ b, o,f'gigh, » white posts to Darden Lough 3.5km. From the Lough,
Start: The lay-b ite th f in Rochest The path be5|de , et head WSWV for 500m to the cairn.

art: The lay-by opposite the café in Rochester. 7 ;

. Y=oy 2PP SV EES Pzt ) ‘ 386 Return 3.5km by the track heading NW and then NE
Go right along A68 for 300m to take first road left 800m T Darden poygh . .
. on - Lough Crag back to the starting point.
to High Rochester. Go through the gate and up the road ' ? F )
Ikm to Hillock. After the pond, take the track right into SAFETY!WHICH ZONE AREYOU IN? sf =
the forest for 300m.VWhen this meets a larger track turn This military training area has two zones which are used for scjiife N C O D ACCESS PLACES OF INTEREST 3
. H . . T ' adiB ’im 1 Otterburn Ranges (training area) Roman site
Ieft downhill fOI" 800m, until you see the Stl"alght road Of different t)’PeS of tralnlng. // "éyljy o REST Controlled access - danger area E Bastle A
Dere Stl’eet on r'lght. Head Ikm up the road. y = OPEN ACCESS Public roads with unlimited access Other place of interest *
Take first right to continue 4.5km to Ridlees Cairn. CONTROLLED ACCESS AREA: marked MAUVE on this map. ‘ y - —_— e 9'};-
. . — . P e NG 0 L o L e [ o S SR S A o TR TN ] T \ U L P T roa O OCK climDing
Continue in same direction 2.5km and turn right at Access is closed when red flags are flying, as firing with live Minor road — s
. . i+ 5 MOD roads:-
junction back onto Dere Street. wr:numtlon 21;7 be takf;nfg Plice‘ X 4 rad ot - o e dgg\ Road open most of year s==ooos Welcome panel /]
After 2.5km turn right where the roads meet, to go for en no red flags are flying, keep to the roads or way-marked pathsy_Z ! o pen when re¢ fags are 1ot g ——— sz”f‘m“’”
. o public access at any time — I pari
3km along the ridge and down to Chew Green. OPEN ACCESS AREA: marked CREAM on this map. e CONTROLLED AcCEss  nANETS : e A6O8 Toilets T
Return the same way, but keep on Dere Street the . S ) % Bellinghary 0 L PATHS
Y ) P ] You are welcome to explore this area all year round, but please BYRNESS | i Q)b'b = Morpeth Open at all times OTHER INFORMATION
whole way for |0km, with a great straight descent to avoid troops in training. You may see soldiers but they will not d Newcasg‘; E:jeway Ezt:h”j:’bzurgimmona‘ ”””
the “T" junction. Turn right to go past Redesdale camp be using live ammunition. However, they may be using blank ¥ : Long distance route - Park boundary
ioi A H » Ce Open when red flags are not flying Woodland (B LTt T
Ikm and rejoin the A68 fOF 500m Ieft baCk to the Cafe- rounds and Pyrotechr“CS. N Brideway ~ —m—m—— Lake/reservoir/river/stream T N—
= r Pth = eeeemeeeemmeae. —
Please obey all signs and do not enter MOD roads where a red flag is flying. adinal.a . . . 0 | 7 kilometres W £ Danger flag sites e
IF IN DOUBT please contact SR fspor gh_zooe \Gvend-y F;”ge Camgrach N Sﬁrwcescif Ordnance S | : |
. . . Is product includes mapping data licensed from Ordnance Survey = NB.All climbers must visit www.thebmc.co.uk for information
Range Control, tel. 01830 520569. Do not touch or pick up any object lying on the ground. © Crown Copyright and/or database right 2006. Licence number 100022521. (; ; mile H on accessing climbs here.
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Welcome to the Otterburn Ranges.
This military training area has some of the most
breathtaking views in Northumberland National Park.

The Controlled Access Area of the Ranges lies south
and west of the River Coquet valley and is an upland area
of hills, moors, wooded valleys and farmland. It is used for
training with live ammunition and artillery.
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Military Training

Otterburn Range is the second largest live firing range
in the country and has been used for military training
since 191 1.1t covers over 90 square miles. The wide
variety of terrain and the farms on the ranges with
their buildings, fields and livestock provide a realistic
environment for the British and NATO soldiers who
train here each year with the latest infantry weapons,
artillery and helicopters.
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A rugged past

The Roman road of Dere Street crosses the north west
of the training area. Built in 71-81 AD by Governor
Julius Agricola, it stretched over 200 miles from York
to the legionary outpost fort at Inchtuthil, near Perth.

Although there are no Roman forts on the estate
there are several camps along the road. In the early
years of the conquest of northern Britain these camps
were home to squads of road-building soldiers.
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The Controlled Access Area is used for training
using live ammunition and pyrotechnics — do not

Red flags are flown to show
the Controlled Access Area
is closed to visitors when

You can visit the earthworks of Roman camps at Chew

The map inside explains where you may go. If red flags

Shillmoor Farm,

are flying the military roads in this area will be closed to
visitors. When you don’t see red flags, you are welcome
to use some of the most remote roads in the country.

Marked footpaths through parts of the estate and open
roads for cyclists give views of the distant hills beyond
Redesdale, Coquetdale and the Grasslees Valley.
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touch or pick up any object lying on the ground.
training is taking place.
A wide selection of live firing ranges provide facilities
for weapons from 5.56mm calibre small arms to artillery
and 30mm guns on armoured reconnaissance vehicles.
The soft nature of the ground precludes the use of
heavy armoured vehicles such as Main Battle Tanks.

If in doubt about where you can go, please contact
Range Control on 01830 520569.

Green and Birdhope or travel along Dere Street itself.
Long after the Romans had left Britain this remained
the main route for armies both sides of the border.

© 2006 illustration copyright Victor Ambrus

Coquetdale

Farming

There are 31 farms on the Ranges, all of which raise
sheep. This part of Northumberland is one of the most
important sheep farming areas in the country. The

cold climate and moorland soils and vegetation limit
agriculture to grazing for hardy breeds, though some
forage is grown on improved land. Many of the farms
also have cattle.

Forestry

The woodlands on the Ranges are managed not only
for timber — they provide shelter for troops, and a
tactical environment for them to train in and around.
For military training purposes woodland needs to be
windfirm, fire resistant and provide continuous all year
tree cover.

These forests also provide a home for wildlife such as
red squirrels and buzzards.



