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Freedom of Information Request 
You requested: 

The type of disposals given for knife and offensive weapon possession by police force. Specifically, South Wales Police and Dyfed Powys Police Force.

In relation to this release, is it possible to get data by area or police force?

Statistics: Knife possession sentencing quarterly brief, October 2013 - December 2013 - 13 March, 2014 at 09:32am

Quarterly statistical release on trends in cautioning and sentencing of knife or offensive weapon possession offences

Your request has been passed to me as I have responsibility for answering requests which relate to statistics on offenders in England and Wales and has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).
I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have requested and I am pleased to provide this to you in the table below.  
Knife crime is falling, a greater proportion of people are going to prison for knife possession and they are going for longer. This Government has made it clear that cautions can no longer be used for knife possession offences.
 
Tough sentencing options for knife crime are available, but this Government continues to keep this area of the law under close scrutiny.

Table 1 shows the number of cautions and sentences given for possession of a knife or an offensive weapon in the South Wales and Dyfed Powys  police force areas between 2011and 2013. 
Please note these figures are based on the latest data extracted from the Police National Computer and are therefore subject to change as final sentencing information for these offenders becomes available. In particular, a number of cases currently included in the ‘other disposal’ category are likely to be reallocated when information about the final sentence given for the offence becomes available.
[image: image2.emf]2011 2012 2013

Caution

2

53 57 35

Absolute/Conditional discharge 1 1 8

Fine 9 11 9

Community sentence 28 24 31

Suspended sentence 13 7 13

Immediate custody 15 27 30

Other disposal

3

7 2 1

Caution

2

47 44 27

Absolute/Conditional discharge 11 5 2

Fine 15 8 14

Community sentence 113 118 119

Suspended sentence 55 48 51

Immediate custody 185 210 172

Other disposal

3

27 23 11

Source:

Ministry of Justice, Police National Computer (PNC)

Notes: 

Table 1: Offences involving the possession of a knife or offensive weapon resulting in a 

caution or sentence, by South Wales and Dyfed Powys Police Forces 2011-2013

Dyfed-Powys

South Wales

Number

3,4,5 

Disposal Category

1

Police Force

3 Figures may include some possession offences dealt with within the same occasion 

2 Cautions include juveniles receiving reprimands and warnings or youth cautions. Youth cautions were 

introduced on April 8th 2013 replacing reprimands and warnings for young offenders.  The guidance is 

published at the link http://www.justice gov.uk/out-of-court-disposals

4  Includes cases where an offender may have been convicted, but is awaiting further sentencing

5 These figures have been drawn from the Police National Computer (PNC) which, as with any large scale 

recording system, is subject to possible errors with data entry and processing.  The figures are provisional 

and subject to change as more information becomes available.

1 The disposal given in this table is only the most severe of the disposals given as a result of the offender 

being found guilty and may also dependent on other offences committed at the same time 


