Making It Count In Court – Toolkit


Section: Processes

Document: Letter template - Parental attendance at court (post-hearing) - OPTION 1

DATE
The Parent or Carer of      
ADDRESS:      
Dear Parent/Guardian (If known insert Parent/Carers name)
(Add name of child) appeared at name Youth Court (add address) on date. 

Charged with the following offence       (copy charge sheet details)

As you were not there in Court and your son/daughter is       years old, they were supported by the youth offending team.  

It is very important that you attend the next hearing (add details of where and when) as the court will wish to hear from you. It is also your chance to tell the court any information you think is important in the case against your son/daughter.
The case has reached a stage when your son/daughter will be sentenced and because of their age you should be at court to hear the decision of the magistrates. 

Or

The court has decided not to continue with the case until you attend as they have a number of questions, they wish to ask you

Or

Your son/daughter’s case has been adjourned for a trial, should they be found guilty or change his/her plea, the youth offending team will be required to write a report on your son/daughter, which can include a parenting assessment on yourself.

You will be required to be at court on the date at time.

If there is anything in this letter you do not understand you can contact me or show this letter to a solicitor.  If you do not have one already, a duty solicitor is at court and will be able to help you. Or the Law Society website http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/choosingandusing/findasolicitor.law may help you find a solicitor near your home. 

Yours sincerely

Title and name of YOT practitioner 

Youth Offending Service
cc – Parenting Officer









Youth Justice Board for England and Wales


