
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

75 Harborne Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3DH 
 

t:   0121 454 6171 
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Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce Patrons 

 

Birmingham: Accord Housing Group • ARUP • Aston University • Birmingham Airport • Birmingham Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 

• Birmingham City University • Birmingham Metropolitan College • BT • Bournville College • Colliers International • DSM Demolition • Deutsche 

Bank • EOS • Harrow Green • HS2 Ltd • Heart of England Foundation Trust • Jaguar Land Rover • KPMG • The Leadership Trust Foundation • 

Midland Heart • Miller • Mondelez International • National Express • NEC Group • Pinsent Masons • PWC • Rical Ltd • Royal Bank of Scotland 

• Schools of Kind Edward 6
th
 in Birmingham • Skills Show • Squire Sanders • University of Birmingham • Virgin Media Business • Wesleyan 

Assurance Society Solihull: Arden • ARUP • Blythe Valley Park • Executive Communication Centres • Jaguar Land Rover • Solihull College • 

The Wilkes Partnership. Chase: GO IFA Ltd • Busy Bees Benefits. Lichfield & Tamworth: Drayton Manor Theme Park. IAB: Aston University 

• HSBC Bank • The Royal Bank of Scotland (Including National Westminster Bank) • South & City College Birmingham. 

Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce is a trading name of the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce,  

a company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales. Registered office: 75 Harborne Road, Edgbaston,  

Birmingham B15 3DH. Company registration number 78731. 
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31
st

 October 2013 

 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF SIR HOWARD DAVIES 

 

 

Dear Sir Howard, 

I am writing to you in my position as CEO of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce in 

response to your “Emerging Thinking” speech on the 7
th

 October. 

I am very grateful for this opportunity to respond and appreciate the consultative approach the 

Commission has taken to this whole process.  Due to the importance of our airports to our economy, 

the outcomes of the Interim Report in December and the final decision in 2015 will be critical for 

areas such as the economic base around Birmingham.   

Our Group comprises a number of local institutes and business groups, many of whose members 

use, or want to use, the services of Birmingham Airport.  They recognize that travelling to the South-

East to access global gateways has significant time and economic disadvantages.  Yet, each year 

some 3 million business people travel to London airports from the Midlands to visit their customers 

overseas.  Their organisations are based in the Midlands, so why must they travel to the South-East 

to take advantage of this shrinking business world?   

This is why our Group recognizes the importance of the Commission to the local area, and is working 

closely with the Airport and other stakeholders to put the case forward.  Indeed, in July I happily 

signed a letter on behalf of the Group, along with local LEPs, that highlighted to you our 

endorsement of Birmingham Airport’s submission.  Furthermore, a letter on the 19
th

 July was signed 

by over 140 businesses in the local area, so it is right to say the local economic case for the proposal 

is well backed. 

Having listened to your speech with interest, it was clear that surface access and environmental 

impact are incredibly important to the Commission.  I welcome this position.  As a Group we support 

Birmingham Airport’s vision because it is well aligned with existing and emerging transport 

investment strategies; this includes UK Central and, as your rightly highlighted, HS2.  This latter 

development will bring our Airport within 31minutes of London’s passengers, who you rightly 

pointed out fly on average 2.5 times per year.   
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Birmingham Airport is a key economic driver in the local area.  I am therefore pleased you will be 

focusing on economics in your Interim Report, and hope your decisions will reflect the need to think 

of the UK as a whole.  Your initial conclusion that the South-East requires additional capacity, whilst 

perhaps true, concerns me in so far as it does not present a solution for the UK as a whole.  We need 

a network of great airports for great cities, so that areas like Birmingham are plugged into the global 

market. 

Birmingham Airport’s inclusion on any short-list will provide market confidence for a region that is 

ready for investment.  We therefore urge the Commission to consider the economic case of the 

Airport, and look forward to continuing to engage with you over the coming months. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 
 

Jerry Blackett 

Chief Executive 

j.blackett@birmingham-chamber.com (Direct Dial:  0121 450 4202) 

 

 


