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1. Introduction

The Immigration Bill published on 10 October 2013 contains new measures to prevent migrants
gaining an immigration advantage by entering into a sham marriage or civil partnership. The
purpose of this document is to explain what the proposed changes are, why they are needed
and what they will mean in practice for couples seeking to marry or enter into a civil partnership
in England and Wales. The Immigration Bill and further information relating to the development
and impact of the proposals is available on the gov.uk website at:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-bill

Sham marriages (or marriages of convenience) and sham civil partnerships — where the
marriage or civil partnership is contracted for immigration advantage by a couple who are not in
a genuine relationship — pose a significant threat to UK immigration control. The Home Office
estimates that 4,000 to 10,000 applications a year to stay in the UK, under the Immigration
Rules or under the Immigration (European Economic Area) Regulations 2006, are made on the
basis of a sham marriage or civil partnership.*

Since 1999, changes to primary legislation and to the Immigration Rules have been introduced
in an attempt to prevent abuse by those prepared to enter into a sham marriage or civil
partnership as a means to stay in the UK. Sections 24 and 24A of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999 place a duty on registration officials across the UK to report suspected sham
marriages and civil partnerships to the Home Office. The Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of
Claimants, etc) Act 2004 and the Civil Partnership Act 2004 require non-European Economic
Area (non-EEA) nationals subject to immigration control to give notice of marriage or civil
partnership at a designated register office. The Certificate of Approval scheme under the
Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc) Act 2004 required certain couples to
obtain the Secretary of State’s approval before they could marry or enter into a civil partnership.
This scheme was found by the Courts to be incompatible with the European Convention on
Human Rights and was abolished in 2011. Since then, the number of section 24/24A reports
has continued to increase, with 1,891 such reports received by the Home Office in 2012 (9 per
cent more than in 2011 and more than half relating to the marriage of a non-EEA national to an
EEA national who was not a British Citizen).?

Registration officials indicate that there is significant under-reporting of suspected sham
marriages and civil partnerships. The section 24/24A reporting system is valuable in helping the
Home Office identify suspicious cases, but given the nature of their role, registration officials do
not conduct an in-depth interview of the couple or have access to wider information on sham
marriages and civil partnerships. Where a section 24/24A report is received, as most (but not
all) are, before the ceremony, there is very little time for the Home Office to act before the
marriage or civil partnership takes place.

In 2011, the Government consulted on proposed reforms to family migration, including
measures to tackle sham marriages. The Government is now bringing forward legislative
changes in the Immigration Bill published on 10 October 2013 to extend and amend the
marriage and civil partnership notice process to better enable the Home Office to identify and
investigate suspected sham marriages and civil partnerships, as a basis for enforcement and
other immigration action under existing powers in cases established as a sham. The Bill will
also extend powers for information to be shared by and with registration officials.

! Appendix A, page 44.
> Table 1, page 11.
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The key changes are:

¢ Notices of marriage following civil preliminaries or civil partnership in England and
Wales involving a non-EEA national who could benefit from it in immigration terms®
will be referred to the Home Office for a decision as to whether to investigate whether
the marriage or civil partnership is a sham. Non-EEA nationals will only be able to
marry in the Church of England or the Church in Wales following civil preliminaries,
except in limited circumstances.

¢ All marriages following civil preliminaries and all civil partnerships in England and
Wales, including those involving British Citizens or EEA nationals,* will be subject to a
28-day notice period (currently 15 days).

e Notices referred to the Home Office under the scheme will be assessed against
intelligence/evidence-based risk profiles and factors. Any section 24/24A report or
other relevant information will also be taken into account.

e Where the Home Office has reasonable grounds to suspect that a proposed marriage
or civil partnership referred under the scheme is a sham, it may decide to extend the
notice period to 70 days in order to investigate this.

e A couple will be unable to get married or enter into a civil partnership if they do not
comply with such an investigation.

¢ Where the Home Office establishes that a proposed marriage or civil partnership is a
sham, it may take enforcement action under existing powers (e.g. curtailment of any
extant leave, removal) against a non-EEA national involved. It may also refuse any
subsequent immigration application based on a sham marriage or civil partnership
and prosecute any individual involved in a sham-related criminal offence, e.g. perjury.

The proposed referral and investigation scheme will provide the Home Office with more time,
information and evidence before the marriage or civil partnership takes place as a basis for
identifying, and taking effective enforcement or other immigration action against, sham cases.
The scheme will therefore act as a significant deterrent against sham marriages and civil
partnerships. In addition, where cases of suspected forced marriage or human trafficking are
identified under the scheme, they will be handled appropriately.

These proposals have been developed in discussion with key partners, including the Ministry of
Justice, the Government Equalities Office, HM Passport Office, the Local Registration Service in
England and Wales, the Church of England and the Church in Wales. The Home Office will
work with these key partners on the detailed arrangements needed to introduce the scheme.
The current intention is that, subject to Parliamentary approval of, and Royal Assent to, the
Immigration Bill, the referral and investigation scheme will be introduced in England and Wales
from April 2015.

The Home Office will work with the Scottish Government and the Northern Ireland Executive on
the extension of the referral and investigation scheme to the whole of the UK using the order-

% Where the non-EEA national does not have settled status or an EU law right of permanent residence in the UK,
and is not exempt from immigration control or the holder of a marriage or civil partnership visa.
* For the purposes of the scheme, nationals of Switzerland will be treated in the same way as EEA nationals.



making power for this which the Immigration Bill contains. This work will proceed in parallel with
the Parliamentary passage of the Bill.

2. Context

a) What is a sham marriage or civil partnership?

A sham marriage, or marriage of convenience, or a sham civil partnership describes a marriage
or civil partnership entered into for immigration advantage by two people who are not a genuine
couple. A sham marriage or civil partnership is to be distinguished from a marriage or civil
partnership entered into by a genuine couple where it may be convenient for immigration or
other reasons for the couple to be married or civil partners.

b) Who enters into a sham marriage or civil partnership?

Information received by the Home Office from reports by registration officials of suspected sham
marriages and civil partnerships suggests that individuals entering into these mainly include a
non-European Economic Area (non-EEA) national:

1) With a visa or limited leave to remain, where it is unlikely that they will meet the
requirements to extend their time in the UK; or

2) Who has overstayed their visa or limited leave to remain (or entered the UK illegally) and
has no basis to stay in the UK; or

3) Who has been refused an extension to their current visa or limited leave to remain.

Reports by registration officials of suspected sham marriages and civil partnerships suggest that
they are generally entered into by a non-EEA national and an EEA national or British Citizen.
However, it is possible for two non-EEA nationals to enter into a sham marriage: for example,
where one has Indefinite Leave to Remain (or an EU law right of permanent residence in the
UK) or a longer period remaining on their visa or limited leave to remain.

c) How many non-EEA nationals marry or enter into a civil partnership?

The nationality or immigration status of those marrying or entering into a civil partnership in the
UK is not routinely recorded. However, it is estimated that around 35,000 marriages and civil
partnerships each year may involve a non-EEA national.’

d) What is the scale of abuse?

Based on the information available, the Home Office estimates that 4,000 to 10,000 applications
a year to stay in the UK, under the Immigration Rules or under the Immigration (EEA)
Regulations 2006, are made on the basis of a sham marriage or civil partnership.®

e) Why do people enter into a sham marriage or civil partnership?

A sham marriage or civil partnership can appear to be a relatively attractive option for those
seeking to remain in the UK. The Immigration Rules and the Immigration (EEA) Regulations
2006 allow a non-EEA national to remain in the UK on the basis of their marriage or civil
partnership with a British Citizen, a person settled in the UK or an EEA/Swiss national. As the
requirements for non-EEA nationals seeking to remain in the UK to work or study have become

> Appendix A, page 44.
® Appendix A, page 44.



more selective, it has become more attractive for non-EEA nationals to try to use marriage or
civil partnership as a means to remain and settle in the UK.

A non-EEA national who has entered into a sham marriage or civil partnership can:

e Apply under the Immigration Rules to stay in the UK as the spouse or civil partner of a
British Citizen or a non-EEA national settled in the UK; or

e Reside here as the spouse or civil partner of an EEA/Swiss national under the
Immigration (EEA) Regulations 2006. They can apply under the Regulations for a
residence card to evidence this right, but are not required to do so; or

¢ Do nothing, allow any current leave to lapse, risk detection by Immigration Enforcement,
and, if detected, then seek to remain in the UK on the basis of their right to respect for
family life under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

The spouse and civil partner route for non-EEA nationals under the Immigration (EEA)
Regulations 2006 is particularly vulnerable to abuse because, under EU free movement law, it
IS open to visitors to the UK; there can be no maintenance, accommodation or language
requirements; and the couple do not need to show, at the time the non-EEA national applies for
a residence card, that the marriage or civil partnership is subsisting or that they intend to live
together: the Home office has to prove it was a sham at the point the couple entered into the
marriage or civil partnership.’

f) Links to wider criminality and abuse

Many of those involved in a sham marriage or civil partnership admit to using an individual
facilitator or an organised crime group to co-ordinate it. The level of profit for criminals can be
very high, with non-EEA nationals reported to pay up to £20,000 to facilitators. Appendix A
provides examples of enforcement and prosecution cases involving organised crime groups.®

" European Court of Justice (February 1985) in Aissatou Diatta v Land Berlin “...the marital relationship cannot be
regarded as dissolved so long as it has not been terminated by the competent authority. It is not dissolved merely
because the spouses live separately, even where they intend to divorce at a later date.”

8 Appendix A, page 46.



3. Summary of proposed changes

A summary of the proposed referral and investigation scheme and other changes contained in
the Immigration Bill is set out below:

(a) Notices of marriage following civil preliminaries or civil partnership in England and Wales
involving a non-European Economic Area (non-EEA) national who could benefit from it in
immigration terms® will be referred to the Home Office for a decision as to whether to
investigate whether the marriage or civil partnership is a sham. Non-EEA nationals will
only be able to marry in the Church of England or the Church in Wales following civil
preliminaries, except in limited circumstances.

(b) In England and Wales, all marriages (other than by ecclesiastical preliminaries)™® and all
civil partnerships, including those between British Citizens or EEA nationals, will be
subject to a notice period of 28 calendar days rather than the current 15 days. Couples
will require superintendent registrar’s certificates (one for each party) for the marriage, or
a Schedule (one for the couple) for the civil partnership, to proceed. Extending the notice
period to 28 days for all such couples is intended to ensure there is no unlawful
discrimination between couples on the grounds of nationality and to simplify procedures
for registration officials when taking notices of marriage and civil partnership, especially
where they deal both with those who are subject to immigration control and those who are
not.

(c) Marriages in the Church of England and the Church in Wales, where one party (or both) is
a non-EEA national, regardless of their immigration status or whether they are exempt
from immigration control,** will only be able to take place following civil preliminaries,
except in limited circumstances. This will mean that all such couples seeking an Anglican
marriage will no longer have access to Banns or the Common Licence process, but will
instead need to obtain superintendent registrar’s certificates by completing civil
preliminaries. This will mean that the clergy will only have to ascertain the parties’
nationality, but will not have to consider a non-EEA national’s immigration status and
identify those in scope of the referral and investigation scheme.

(d) As now, the Registrar General will have powers to reduce the notice period (the Secretary
of State for a couple in scope of the scheme) where they are satisfied there are
compelling reasons to do so because of exceptional circumstances, e.g. where a member
of HM Forces is departing on active service.*®> The Registrar General will continue to
have the power to authorise a marriage or civil partnership to proceed without a notice
period in death-bed cases, regardless of whether the couple is in scope of the scheme.*?
A couple marrying in the Anglican Church in England or Wales may apply for the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Special Licence, granted under the Ecclesiastical Licences
Act 1533, including where one of the couple is seriously ill and they wish to marry in
hospital or at home.

® Where the non-EEA national does not have settled status or an EU law right of permanent residence in the UK
and is not exempt from immigration control or the holder of a marriage or civil partnership visa.

% These include Banns, the Common Licence and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Special Licence.

1 Appendix C, page 55.

12 Under section 31(5A) of the Marriage Act 1949 and section 12 of the Civil Partnership Act 2004.

13 Under the Marriage (Registrar General's Licence) Act 1970 and section 21 of the Civil Partnership Act 2004.



(e) Where one party (or both) is a non-EEA national — with or without settled status™® or an
EU law right of permanent residence in the UK, but excluding those exempt from
immigration control — both parties will be required to attend together in person to give
notice of a marriage following civil preliminaries or a civil partnership, at a designated
register office (DRO) in England and Wales. This will allow registration officials at the
DRO to look at the evidence of immigration status of non-EEA nationals not exempt from
immigration control, to determine whether they are in scope of the referral and
investigation scheme. If a couple cannot provide specified evidence that they are outside
the scope of the referral scheme, they will be considered in scope and referred to the
Home Office if other requirements are met.

(H Only those non-EEA nationals able to evidence that they are exempt from immigration
control will be able to give notice at a non-DRO: as now, they and their partner will each
give notice at their local register office, unless their partner is subject to the DRO
requirement. All other non-EEA nationals, regardless of their immigration status, will fall
within the DRO requirement.*®

(9) Notice will not be taken if the person seeking to give it does not provide specified
information and evidence, including of their nationality.

(h) All couples who give notice and include at least one party who is a hon-EEA national
without settled status, an EU law right of permanent residence in the UK, a marriage or
civil partnership visa (for the proposed marriage or civil partnership), or exemption from
immigration control, or who is unable to evidence their immigration status, will be referred
by the superintendent registrar or authorised person to the Home Office.

(i) Where a sham is suspected before, when or after notice has been given, the
superintendent registrar or authorised person will also be required to submit a report of
this suspicion to the Home Office under section 24 or 24A of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999.'°

() The Home Office will run all referrals against immigration records and
intelligence/evidence-based risk profiles and factors, and take account of section 24/24A
reports of suspected shams and other relevant information, to identify suspect proposed
marriages and civil partnerships. In these cases the Home Office will then consider
whether there are reasonable grounds to suspect that the proposed marriage or civil
partnership is a sham and whether to investigate the case.

(k) In cases the Home Office decides not to investigate, it will notify the superintendent
registrar (who issues the certificates for marriage) or registration authority (who issues the
civil partnership Schedule) and the couple accordingly and the superintendent registrar or
registration authority will then be able to issue their certificates/Schedule after the 28-day
notice period has expired. The couple will then be able to marry or enter into a civil
partnership. Where the couple want an Anglican marriage, they will present the
certificates to the minister to evidence that they have complied with the scheme and the
marriage can go ahead.

!* Defined in section 33(2A) of the Immigration Act 1971 as being “ordinarily resident there without being subject

under the immigration laws to any restriction on the period for which he may remain”.

15 Section 19 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc) Act 2004 and Schedule 23 to the Civil
Partnership Act 2004 will be extended to include within the DRO requirement a non-EEA national with an
enforceable EU law right to enter, reside in or remain in the UK as a family member of an EEA national.

18 Sections 24 and 24A of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 will be extended to cover the period before notice

is given.



() Where, within the 28-day period, the Home Office decides to investigate whether the

proposed marriage or civil partnership is a sham because there are reasonable grounds
to suspect this, the Home Office will, before the end of the 28-day period, notify the
superintendent registrar or registration authority and the couple that the notice period is to
be extended from 28 days to 70 days.

(m)During the 70-day period the Home Office will investigate the proposed marriage or civil

partnership and the genuineness of the couple’s relationship, e.g. by examining
documentary evidence, by interview and/or by home visit.

(n) Where the Home Office is satisfied, on the balance of probabilities, that the marriage or

civil partnership will be or is a sham, it may take an enforcement decision (e.g. curtailment
of existing leave to remain, removal) against the non-EEA national under existing
immigration powers and subject to any appeal. The decision letter to the non-EEA
national will set out the reasons why the Home Office considers the marriage or civil
partnership will be or is a sham and the evidence for this. This enforcement decision may
be made and/or issued before or after the end of the 70-day period. Where such an
enforcement decision is not made, the non-EEA national (or their partner or the
superintendent registrar or registration authority) will not be informed by the Home Office
of any suspicions or evidence that the proposed marriage or civil partnership will be or is
a sham, but such suspicions or evidence may inform the consideration of any immigration
application made by the non-EEA national which is based on that marriage or civil
partnership.

(o) As now, the Home Office will also consider investigating and prosecuting any sham-

related criminal offence, including action against British Citizens, EEA nationals or non-
EEA nationals involved. We will handle appropriately any case involving a vulnerable
partner, forced marriage or human trafficking.

(p) Where the couple have complied with the investigation process, the Home Office will,

before the end of the 70-day period, notify the superintendent registrar or registration
authority and the couple accordingly. The superintendent registrar or registration authority
will then be able to issue their certificates/Schedule after the 70-day notice period has
expired and the couple will be able to marry or enter into a civil partnership. Where the
couple want an Anglican marriage, they will present the certificates to the minister to
evidence that they have complied with the scheme and the marriage can go ahead.

(q) Where the couple have failed unreasonably to comply with the investigation process, e.g.

by failing to attend an interview or provide relevant information or documents, the couple
will have failed to complete the marriage or civil partnership notice process. The Home
Office will, before the end of the 70-day period, notify the superintendent registrar or
registration authority and the couple of that fact and the reasons for it and the couple will
not be issued certificates/a Schedule. This will mean that the couple will not be able to
marry or enter into a civil partnership and will have to give notice again if they still wish to
do so.

In a case in scope of the referral and investigation scheme, the superintendent registrar or
registration authority will have no power to issue certificates/a Schedule to the couple until
the 28-day or 70-day notice period has elapsed.



(s) Where sham is established or strongly suspected, any subsequent immigration
application based on the couple’s relationship — even if the Home Office has allowed the
certificates/a Schedule to be issued and the marriage or civil partnership has proceeded —
is likely to be refused. However, the Home Office will make a fresh assessment of the
genuineness of the couple’s relationship when the immigration application is made.

In developing these proposals, we have drawn up a Policy Equality Statement (PES),’ to
assess their potential impact, in line with section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. Subject to
Parliamentary approval of and Royal Assent to the Immigration Bill, we will revise the PES as
necessary to reflect the scheme which will be introduced under the legislation.

" pppendix D, page 57.
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4. Background

a) Previous attempts to tackle sham marriages and civil partnerships

In developing the proposals to tackle sham marriages and civil partnerships contained in the
Immigration Bill and set out in this document, we have reviewed previous work in this area
which is discussed below.

i. Reports by registration officials of suspected sham marriages and civil partnerships

Section 24 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 placed a duty on registration officers to
submit a report to the Home Office where they have reasonable grounds to suspect that a
marriage is a sham being entered into for immigration purposes. This provision came into force
on 1 January 2001. A similar duty on authorised persons in respect of suspected sham civil
partnerships was introduced from 5 December 2005 under section 24A of the 1999 Act, inserted
by Schedule 27 to the Civil Partnership Act 2004. Section 24 of the 1999 Act does not apply to
marriages taking place in the Anglican Church.

Table 1 shows the number of section 24/24A reports received by the Home Office since 2001.
Marriage and civil partnership statistics for the UK are provided in Appendix A.*8

Table 1: Section 24/24A reports received by the Home Office

Number of section 24/24A reports of suspicious marriages and
Year civil partnerships* (*included from 2005)
2001 752
2002 1,205
2003 2,648
2004 3,578
2005 452
2006 282
2007 384
2008 344
2009 561
2010 934
2011 1,741
2012 1,891
2013 (to 30 June) 986

The reduction in the number of reports in 2005 is associated with the introduction of the
Certificate of Approval scheme in that year (see below).

Section 24/24A reports are assessed by the Home Office and investigated as appropriate. The
action taken in suspected sham cases can include:

e A home visit, where Immigration Enforcement officers attend the couple’s address to
establish evidence of the genuineness of their relationship.

e The arrest and removal from the UK of a non-EEA national offender involved in a sham
marriage or civil partnership.

e Prosecution of those involved in a criminal offence associated with a sham marriage or
civil partnership, e.g. perjury or facilitating illegal immigration.

18 Appendix A, page 51.
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We propose to maintain the section 24/24A reporting duty on registration officers and
authorised persons, which is an important source of information. However, there are currently
limitations, described in Section 4, which we propose to address.

ii. Changes to the marriage notice procedure

Part IX of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 amended the Marriage Act 1949 to change the
procedure for giving notice of marriage in England and Wales. From 1 January 2001, the
preliminaries for marriage following civil preliminaries were changed to require each person to
give notice and complete a notice period of 15 days. (The notice period was previously 21 days
for marriage by the superintendent registrar’s certificate without licence procedure, and only one
person was required to give notice). The provision to give notice by licence, which only required
a one-day notice period, was abolished. The changes required notice to be given by each
person to the superintendent registrar for the registration district in which they resided and
individuals were asked to give their nationality.

iii. Designated reqister offices

Section 19 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants etc) Act 2004 requires non-
EEA nationals wishing to marry in England and Wales following civil preliminaries to give notice
of marriage at a designated register office (DRO). The requirement applies to non-EEA
nationals with limited or indefinite leave to remain under the Immigration Act 1971, but not those
with an enforceable EU law right to enter, reside in or remain in the UK as a family member of
an EEA national, or those exempt from immigration control. The equivalent provisions for civil
partnerships are set out in Schedule 23 to the Civil Partnership Act 2004.

By limiting the places where certain non-EEA nationals could give notice, it was felt that the
registration officials regularly dealing with such cases would become more expert at identifying
suspected sham cases to report under sections 24 and 24A of the 1999 Act. It was also
anticipated that it would enable effective working relationships to be developed with local
Immigration Enforcement teams. Although couples can subsequently marry or enter into a civil
partnership elsewhere, where a non-EEA national is in scope of the DRO requirement both
parties must show that they have resided in a registration district (not necessarily that of the
DRO) for at least 7 days before giving notice. This was intended to counter the phenomenon of
EEA nationals flying in for the day to contract a sham marriage or civil partnership with a non-
EEA national.

As part of the new referral and investigation scheme, we propose to extend the DRO
requirement to all non-EEA nationals who are not exempt from immigration control.*

There are 75 DROs in England and Wales (out of 174 registration districts/authorities). A list is
at Appendix B. Equivalent DRO provisions apply in Scotland and Northern Ireland, where all
register offices have been designated as a DRO.

iv.  Certificate of Approval Scheme

In February 2005, the Certificate of Approval (CoA) scheme was introduced under the Asylum
and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc) Act 2004. It was intended to combat sham
marriages following civil preliminaries, involving non-EEA nationals marrying a British Citizen,
an EEA national or a person settled in the UK. Under the scheme, all non-EEA nationals subject
to immigration control (except those with entry clearance for the purpose of marriage or with
settled status) were required to apply to the Home Office for permission to marry, before giving
notice of marriage at a designated register office. The scheme also applied to civil partnerships

19 Appendix C, page 55.
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from December 2005. The CoA scheme did not apply to Anglican marriages following
ecclesiastical preliminaries.

Table 2 provides data on CoA applications and refusals. Applications received in one year may
have been issued or refused in the next year.

Table 2: Certificate of Approval applications and refusals, 2005-2010%°

Year Appl_lcatlons Issued Refused
received
2005 13,865 9,725 2,092
2006 17,955 14,569 1,024
2007 17,316 14,518 409
2008 18,720 16,114 734
2009 24,042 19,835 1,517
2010 (to 23 23,052 13,749 876
September)

The original CoA scheme was initially successful in countering sham marriages because those
most likely to benefit in immigration terms from such a marriage — all those without valid leave,
those granted less than 6 months’ leave and those with less than 3 months’ leave remaining at
the date of the CoA application — were automatically refused permission to marry. This was
reflected in a reduction in the number of section 24 reports submitted immediately following the
CoA scheme’s introduction, as can be seen in Table 1.

The Office for National Statistics linked the CoA scheme to:

“the largest percentage decline in the number of marriages since 1972 [which] was recorded
between 2004 and 2005 when the number of marriages fell by 9.3 per cent. The Certificate of
Approval Scheme included in the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc) Act 2004
was introduced on 1 February 2005 to prevent the use of marriage to circumvent UK immigration
control (‘'sham marriages’). The scheme made it increasingly difficult for a sham marriage to take
place and could therefore have reduced the number of such marriages.”

However, a series of court judgments meant that the CoA scheme had to be modified, rendering
it less useful in tackling sham marriages and civil partnerships. The European Court of Human
Rights in 2010 found that the scheme was incompatible with, in particular, Article 12 of the
European Convention on Human Rights. The CoA scheme was abolished in May 2011.

v. Changes to the Immigration Rules for settlement in the UK as a spouse

In April 2003, changes to the Immigration Rules increased from 12 months to 2 years the period
of limited leave required before a person could apply for settlement on the basis of marriage to
a British Citizen or person settled in the UK. These changes also introduced a ‘no switching’
provision to prevent those admitted to the UK for 6 months or less from applying for leave to
remain on the basis of marriage.

In July 2012, changes to the Immigration Rules increased from 2 years to 5 years the period of
limited leave required before a person can apply for settlement as a spouse, civil partner or
unmarried partner of a British Citizen or person settled in the UK, as a better test of the
genuineness of the relationship before settlement can be sought on the basis of it.

2 The information in this table has been derived from local management information and is not subject to National
Statistics protocols.
2! Marriages in England and Wales, 2011 (provisional), 26 June 2013, Office for National Statistics.
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vi. Enforcement operations to tackle sham marriages

Immigration Enforcement operations aimed at tackling sham marriages have resulted in multiple
arrests and prosecutions, as well as uncovering links to other serious crime. Here are some
examples:

Case study 1

Operation Fry was a joint operation between the UK and the Netherlands. It targeted sham marriages
between Dutch nationals (originating from the Dutch Antilles) and predominantly Nigerian nationals.
Some of the sham marriages identified in Operation Fry were linked to wider criminality and abuse of the
benefits systems in the UK and the Netherlands.

Following initial arrests in Manchester in October 2009 of Dutch and Nigerian nationals involved in sham
marriages, the Home Office identified many similar cases in the North West and other regions. A joint
Dutch/UK team was set up to tackle the issue.

There have been 122 arrests in the UK and the Netherlands resulting in 76 convictions, with terms of
imprisonment totalling more than 100 years. Nine Dutch nationals have been extradited to, and
successfully prosecuted in, the UK. In the Netherlands, 32 Dutch nationals have been arrested and are
awaiting court appearances. The operation also uncovered links to other serious criminal offences, such
as money laundering, firearms, Class A drugs, human trafficking and sexual assault.

Case study 2

This case involved a British Citizen, Mr W, who was the brother of a vulnerable adult involved in an
attempted sham marriage in 2009. Mr W brokered the marriage of his vulnerable sister to a Chinese
national, who was a student in the UK and also worked with Mr W. Mr W’s sister was in the care of a
mental health social worker as she had been assessed not to have the cognitive skills to understand the
long-term consequences of her actions.

The Chinese national’s visa was due to expire around the time the marriage was scheduled. A fee of
£5,000 was to be paid to Mr W, half on the completion of the wedding and half following a subsequent
grant of leave to remain in the UK as a spouse to the Chinese national. The investigation also
established that, in 2008, Mr W had profited from entering into a sham marriage himself.

Mr W was charged on two counts of perjury for his own sham marriage and with a facilitation offence for
assisting his sham spouse to obtain leave to remain. He was also charged with attempted facilitation in
relation to his sister’'s attempted sham marriage. He received a sentence of 4 years’ imprisonment.

Case study 3

Mr S, an Indian national, attempted to enter into a sham marriage with a Hungarian woman, Miss P, to
enable him to remain in the UK as a spouse of an EEA national. The marriage was scheduled to take
place in May 2011 at a register office. Mr S was in the UK as a student. However, the college that he
was supposed to be attending had been suspended from the register of sponsors a month after his
arrival in the UK and was permanently removed from the register in September 2010. Mr S did not
contact the Home Office to regularise his immigration status, following the removal of the college from
the register.

Mr S was subsequently charged with conspiracy to facilitate a breach of immigration law, to which he
pleaded guilty. He received a custodial sentence of 16 months’ imprisonment. At the trial, Miss P
confirmed that she had agreed to enter into the sham marriage to facilitate Mr S’s ability to remain in the
UK and that she had employed deception in Mr S’s application to the Home Office for a Certificate of
Approval (at that time a requirement) to marry. She received a sentence of 16 months’ imprisonment.
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Subsequent investigations discovered that a second Hungarian woman, Miss H, had been involved in
arranging the sham marriage and was also linked to wider criminal activity, including prostitution. Miss H
was arrested for being complicit in organising the sham marriage between Mr S and Miss P and for
conspiracy to facilitate a breach of immigration law.

Miss H had herself entered into a sham marriage with an Indian national, who was subsequently
prosecuted for obtaining leave to remain by deception. He received a custodial sentence of 16 months
and was deported.

Case study 4

This operation began when the Home Office grew suspicious about a large rise in the number of
marriages in an area on the South Coast from 2006. These marriages attracted attention because they
were all conducted at one particular Anglican church, most were between African nationals and Eastern
European nationals, and many of the participants, and subsequent immigration applications by them,
were represented by a particular charity and firm of solicitors.

In 2010, following extensive enquiries by the Home Office, working with the Police, the operation
resulted in a number of prosecutions and convictions, including of the minister for that church.

b) Public consultation

A 12-week public consultation on Family Migration, including measures to tackle sham
marriage, was conducted from 13 July to 6 October 2011. 5,046 responses were received. We
have carefully considered the responses to the consultation in developing the proposals to
tackle sham marriages and civil partnerships contained in the Immigration Bill and set out in this
documeng.2 The following are some of the questions posed in the consultation and the responses
received.

Should some couples including a non-EEA national marrying in England and Wales be
required to attend an interview with the Home Office during the time between giving
notice of their intention to marry and being granted authority to do so?

62 per cent of all respondents agreed that some couples should be required to attend such an
interview. 66 per cent of individuals and 43 per cent of organisations agreed (with 53 per cent of
organisations disagreeing). Amongst the narrative responses, there was also some support for
this proposal, for example:

“We agree with the desirability of interviews, if visas are granted simply on the basis of paper
applications then we do not believe that the genuineness of such marriages can in most cases be
effectively assessed.” (Think tank)

Many registration officials supported the proposal, but some expressed concerns about the
implications for local authorities, for example:

“[Interviews] would certainly assist in helping to identify potential sham marriages...[S]uch
interviews could be carried out by local authority staff acting under the direction of the Home
Office. However, it would be necessary to compensate local authorities for providing such a
service in order not to create additional burdens on local government. It would also have to be
made clear that couples were being targeted under the Immigration Rules rather than by
individual local authorities to avoid allegations of discrimination.” (Local authority)

%2 The full response to consultation document is available at
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/news/cons-fam-miqg.pdf
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As suggested in the quotation above, some respondents saw the proposal to require interviews
as appearing to discriminate against certain communities and nationalities.

Should ‘sham’ be a lawful impediment to marriage in England and Wales?

71 per cent of all respondents agreed that ‘sham’ should be a lawful impediment to marriage. 75
per cent of individuals and 48 per cent of organisations agreed (with 43 per cent of
organisations disagreeing).

The narrative responses, including those from registration officials, were divided on this
proposal. Some supported it, but with the caveat that ‘sham’ would be difficult to define and that
there needed to be clarity on roles and responsibilities. Other narrative responses (including
from some registration officials) said that the difficulty of defining ‘sham’ meant that they could
not support the proposal.

Should the authorities have the power in England and Wales to delay a marriage from
taking place where ‘sham’ is suspected? This proposal also included broader data-
sharing capabilities.

75 per cent of all respondents agreed that the authorities should have the power to delay a
marriage where ‘sham’ is suspected. 78 per cent of individuals agreed. 51 per cent of
organisations agreed with the proposal and 42 per cent disagreed.

There was support for this proposal, but some commented that there would need to be
agreement on who was responsible for the delay, with consideration given to the risk of legal
challenge and reputational damage for the local authority if the marriage was not a sham. Some
added that investigations should be carried out by the Home Office. Such views were typified in
this response:

“Yes [to the proposal] but agreement needs to be reached on who is responsible for the delay
paying particular attention to the following points raised:

e Clear guidelines required as well as training.

¢ Minimising the potential for local authorities to be challenged and sued by ensuring that the
Home Office is the lead organisation.

e Serious concerns if marriage had been stopped and then found not to be a sham. This could
pose a risk to the local authority in terms of reputation and financial compensation.
Challenges would have to be directed to the Home Office.

e Possibility to delay marriage but the investigation should be completed by the Home Office.”
(Local authority body)

Some of the narrative responses expressed opposition to this proposal on the grounds that it
interfered with couples being allowed to marry. Some referred to the principle in case law that
having leave to remain should not be a factor in being allowed to marry. The following response
reflected this kind of view:

“Whilst the Home Office is fully entitled to grant or withhold immigration status based on marriage
according to criteria which are lawful in domestic and international law, it is difficult to justify an
interference with the right to marry itself. The Certificate of Approval scheme was an
inappropriate tool to address the very real problem of sham marriages and was recognised as
such by the courts.” (Women'’s organisation)
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5. Why the changes are needed

a) Rise in section 24/24A reports and limitations on information that can be reported

The number of section 24/24A reports has continued to increase in recent years. 1,891 such
reports were received by the Home Office in 2012, 9 per cent more than in 2011 and more than
half relating to the marriage of a non-EEA national to an EEA national who was not a British
Citizen.

Table 3 provides examples of the current limitations of section 24/24A reports and reflects our
proposals to address them through the Immigration Bill.

Table 3: Issues relating to section 24/24A reports

No. | Current limitation to Issue Proposal
section 24/24A process

1 Duty to report a suspected | Registration officials cannot Registration officials will be able to
sham only applies once report cases where a sham is report suspected sham cases to
notice has been taken. suspected, but the notice has the Home Office from the point a

been refused, e.g. because the | couple contacts them to give
couple submitted false notice.
documents.

2 Reqgistration officials are There is a risk that sham Registration officials will be able to
unable to share information | attempts may go undetected. share all information held relating
relating to suspected sham to notices and registrations where
couples with each other. sham is suspected.

3 Registration officials have Registration officials cannot Registration officials will have the
no power to report cases to | report to the Home Office all power to report suspected
the Home Office, unless a | immigration offenders they immigration offenders to the Home
sham is suspected. encounter, e.g. an illegal Office, regardless of whether

entrant or overstayer. sham is suspected.

b) Difficulties in dealing with spouse/civil partner applications under EU law

The marriage and civil partnership route for non-EEA nationals to remain or reside in the UK
under the Immigration (EEA) Regulations 2006 is particularly vulnerable to abuse. This is
because, under EU free movement law, the route is open to visitors to the UK; there can be no
maintenance, accommodation or language requirements; and the couple do not need to show,
at the time the non-EEA national applies for a Residence Card, that the marriage or civil
partnership is subsisting: the Home Office has to prove that it was a sham at the point the
couple married or entered into the civil partnership.

It is not mandatory for non-EEA family members to apply for a Residence Card to prove their
entitlement to residence. However, if an EEA national is exercising Treaty rights in the UK, then
a non-EEA national family member may apply to be issued with a Residence Card as
confirmation of their right of residence (including the right to work) under EU law. The grounds
on which a Residence Card application in a marriage or civil partnership case can be refused
(aside from where the application is supported by forged documents or there are relevant public
protection issues, etc) are where:

e The EEA spouse or civil partner is not present in the UK.
e The EEA spouse or civil partner is present in the UK, but not exercising Treaty rights.
e The couple are not lawfully married or in a civil partnership.
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e The marriage or civil partnership is one of convenience (i.e. a sham). However, under
EU case law, the Home Office must prove that the marriage or civil partnership was
not genuine at the point it was entered into, regardless of whether it is subsisting at
the point of application. The new scheme will help us to establish this.

c) Lack of a deterrent to sham marriages or civil partnerships

Despite effective enforcement action in some individual cases — and efforts to publicise this and
the prosecutions and convictions associated with sham-related offences, e.g. perjury and
facilitating illegal immigration or conspiring to do so — there is no clearly defined deterrent to
entering into a sham marriage or civil partnership. This is because there is no basis on which to
put in place a systematic process for identifying and investigating suspected sham cases and
delivering an effective immigration response.

It is also not easy to keep track of repeated attempts by a person (or the same couple) to marry
or enter into a civil partnership at different locations, even where registration officials and the
Home Office suspect a sham. Although there are some measures in place to identify repeat
notice applications, we have concerns that British Citizens and EEA nationals involved in sham
marriage and civil partnership, and related criminality, can make repeated notice applications
across the UK with different non-EEA partners and that non-EEA nationals use different
identities in their attempts to enter into a sham.

d) Constraints on information-sharing

Registration officials are statutory officers with no common law powers and require legislation to
undertake any information-sharing. Sections 24 and 24A of the 1999 Act enable registration
officials to report specific information to the Home Office concerning suspected sham marriages
and civil partnerships, but not other information which may relate to a sham (e.g. about couples
seeking but failing to give notice) or information about suspected immigration offenders.

As regards disclosure of information for the purposes of the prevention and detection of crime,
registration officials do not have the power to make bulk disclosures, e.g. of marriages and civil
partnerships involving persons of a particular nationality, or to enable marriage and civil
partnership notices to be cross-referenced against immigration applications made on the basis
of marriage or civil partnership, to identify potential abuse.

We are also concerned that registration officials lack adequate statutory powers to share

information with Local Authority colleagues, e.g. to prevent abuse of social housing or of
Housing Benefit.
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6. Potential benefits

The provisions in the Immigration Bill for a referral and investigation scheme will improve our
ability to tackle sham marriages and civil partnerships and related abuse.

a) Deterrence

There will be a systematic process in place for countering sham marriages and civil
partnerships in England and Wales. The new measures will mean that all proposed marriages
and civil partnerships where a non-EEA national might gain an immigration advantage from the
marriage or civil partnership will be referred to the Home Office. Where there are reasonable
grounds to suspect a sham, the Home Office will be able to extend the notice period and
investigate the genuineness of the couple’s relationship. Where a sham is established, there will
be clearer consequences for those involved. A non-EEA national may face enforcement action
(e.g. curtailment of any extant leave, removal) and can expect any subsequent immigration
application based on a sham marriage or civil partnership to be refused. Prosecution action may
be taken against those involved in a sham-related offence, including any British Citizen or EEA
national involved.

b) Improved risk assessment

The marriage and civil partnership information referred to the Home Office under the scheme
will provide a much better picture of what is happening to improve risk assessment and enable
a more effective immigration response. For the first time, the Home Office will have information,
before they occur, about all those proposed marriages and civil partnerships taking place in
England and Wales from which a non-EEA national might gain an immigration advantage. This
will enable the Home Office to shape its response and target its resources more effectively.

c) Improved operational response

Currently, in terms of identifying and investigating potential sham couples — and collecting the
evidence required as a basis for enforcement action or for the decision on a subsequent
immigration application — the Home Office is heavily reliant on information from registration
officials and others, which can vary in content and also timing. Some reports are made at the
point notice is given, whilst others are made after the marriage or civil partnership has taken
place, depending on when the person making the report developed reasonable grounds to
suspect a sham.

The proposed referral and investigation scheme will mean that the Home Office is alerted to
couples whose proposed marriage or civil partnership could lead to an immigration advantage,
at a consistent and early stage, with a standardised level of information and evidence, to enable
the Home Office to make a preliminary assessment, identify suspected sham cases for
investigation and target its resources more effectively.

d) Tackling wider criminality and abuse

Appendix A highlights the current limitations registration officials face in sharing information with
each other and with the Home Office, Local Authorities and others.?® We therefore propose
through the Immigration Bill to increase the scope for sharing information collected in the normal

23 Appendix A, page 49.
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course of registration officials’ duties which is relevant to identifying and countering sham
marriages and civil partnerships or wider criminality and abuse. This will include information
received as part of the registration process for marriages, civil partnerships, births and deaths.

For example:

e Reqgistration officials will be able to share all information gathered through the registration
processes for marriages and civil partnerships (including the pre-notice and notice stages
and at the ceremony), births and deaths:

o with each other.

o with the Home Office where relevant to the new referral and investigation scheme.

o with the Home Office where immigration offences (e.g. overstaying) are
suspected.

o with others, e.g. the Police, HM Revenue and Customs, other registration officials
and Local Authorities, where criminality is suspected.

e The Home Office, the Police and others will be able to share information with registration
officials, where it would assist in tackling criminality or abuse.
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7. Current marriage and civil partnership preliminaries

The following section provides information on the current preliminary procedures for marriage
and civil partnership.

a) Civil preliminaries to marriage (including a non-Anglican religious ceremony) and civil
partnership in England and Wales

e |Itis alegal requirement to give notice in advance of the marriage or civil partnership.
Both parties must go to their local register office to give notice in person.

¢ If the proposed marriage or civil partnership is to take place in a different registration
area, the couple are advised also to contact the local register office for that area before
they give notice, to ensure that officials will be available to conduct the ceremony on the
day they have chosen. Likewise, if they are seeking a non-Anglican religious ceremony,
they may need, before they give notice, to liaise with the relevant authorised person who
will be conducting the ceremony.

e Both parties must have lived in the area in which they wish to give notice for at least 7 full
days immediately prior to giving notice. They must provide details of their name and
surname, date of birth, occupation, place of residence, nationality, whether they have
previously been married or formed a civil partnership, and the intended venue for the
marriage or civil partnership. Evidence may be required of their name and surname, date
of birth, nationality and, if they have previously been married or formed a civil
partnership, of the ending of that marriage or civil partnership.

e The notice is publicly displayed for 15 days, after which time, as long as there is no legal
iImpediment to prevent it, the certificate/Schedule for the marriage or civil partnership can
be granted and is valid for one year. If there is a change in the venue where the marriage
or civil partnership is to take place, a new notice must be given.

Requirements for persons subject to immigration control®*

e |If either of the couple is subject to immigration control, they are required to give notice of
marriage or civil partnership together in person at any designated register office (DRO).
They must each show that they have fulfilled the 7-day residence requirement in their
own registration district, which need not be that of the DRO.

b) Preliminaries to marriage in the Church of England and the Church in Wales

For those seeking to marry in the Church of England or the Church in Wales, the current
preliminaries available are:

e Reading of banns
Banns are an announcement in church of a couple’s intention to marry and a chance for
anyone to put forward a reason why the marriage may not lawfully take place. Banns
have to be read in the parish where each of the couple lives, as well as in the parish in

24 As defined in section 19 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc) Act 2004. This is currently
a non-EEA national who requires leave to enter or remain in the UK under the Immigration Act 1971, whether or
not leave has been given. It does not include a non-EEA national with an enforceable EU law right to enter, reside
in or remain in the UK as a family member of an EEA national.
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which the marriage is due to take place. Banns must be read out in church on three
Sundays, and the minimum period for the process to be completed is 28 days. The
marriage must take place within 3 months of the completion of the process.

e Common Licence
Where one of the people marrying is a non-EEA national, the Church’s guidance states
that the clergy should not offer to publish banns and should instead direct the couple to
apply for a Common Licence.” This is granted in the name of the Bishop of the Diocese
in which the proposed marriage is to take place and he has discretion whether or not to
grant it. To apply for a Common Licence, which is also available where a marriage has to
take place more quickly than the banns process will allow, one of the couple must have
had their usual residence within the parish or district of the church in which the marriage
is due to take place during the 15 days immediately preceding the application, or have
usually worshipped at the church, or have a statutory ‘qualifying connection’ with the
parish. A Common Licence can only be granted for the marriage to take place within the
diocese and is valid for 3 months.

e The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Special Licence

The Archbishop of Canterbury has powers to grant a special licence to marry, including
in the following circumstances:

o Where a couple have a genuine connection with a church or chapel but are unable
to satisfy the legal requirements to marry there;

o Where a couple wish to marry in their school or college chapel or in a chapel of the
Houses of Parliament; or

o Where one of the couple is seriously ill and they wish to marry in hospital or at
home.

e Superintendent registrar’s certificate
A minister — of the church or chapel in which the couple wish to marry — has discretion to
accept a superintendent registrar’s certificate as an alternative to having banns read.
This includes circumstances where it may not be appropriate for family or other reasons
for banns to be read.

Table 4 provides the number and type of preliminaries followed by couples marrying in the
Church of England and the Church in Wales.?®

Table 4: Marriage by preliminary route in the Church of England and the Church in Wales

Church of England and Church in Wales
Superintendent Registrar's Common Special
Year P Certificateg Banns Licence Lirc):ence Total
2007 773 49,729 4,201 2,398 57,101
2008 783 48,908 4,887 2,479 57,057
2009 506 50,010 4,471 1,249 56,236
2010 471 51,692 4,352 1,092 57,607
2011~ 429 49,289 3,061 851 53,704**

* Figures for 2011 are provisional and subject to change.

** Includes an additional 74 cases recorded as “other/not stated”. Provisional total figure differs slightly from
statistics published in Office for National Statistics, Marriages in England and Wales (Provisional), 2011, Table 1:
Marriage Summary of Characteristics 2011, which was 53,700.

%5 http://www.churchofengland.org/media/1228433/house%200f%20bishops%20quidance.pdf
%6 Marriages in England and Wales (Provisional), 2011, Table 1: Marriage Summary of Characteristics 2011, Office
for National Statistics
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c) Preliminaries to marriage and civil partnership in Scotland and in Northern Ireland

Marriage and civil partnership are devolved matters; immigration is a reserved or excepted
matter for the UK Government and Parliament. The Immigration Bill provides the Home Office
with an order-making power to extend the proposed referral and investigation scheme to
Scotland and to Northern Ireland. The scheme has an immigration purpose in preventing our
immigration laws and rules being circumvented by means of sham marriages and civil
partnerships. We intend to use this order-making power following discussion with the Scottish
Government and the Northern Ireland Executive.

e In Scotland, marriage law is mainly provided for by the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977.
Civil partnerships are provided for by the Civil Partnership Act 2004.

¢ In Northern Ireland, marriage law is contained in the Marriage (Northern Ireland) Order
2003. Civil partnerships are provided for by the Civil Partnership Act 2004.

¢ In Scotland and in Northern Ireland, there is scope to give notice of marriage or civil
partnership by post rather than in person. This helps to facilitate legitimate marriage
tourism which we support and want to protect. Around a quarter of all marriages taking
place in Scotland are between couples who do not reside permanently in Scotland.?’

e The marriage and civil partnership registration authorities across the UK continue to work
together closely, and in partnership with the immigration directorates of the Home Office
and the Police, to tackle sham marriages and civil partnerships.

e The Scottish Government shares our concern about sham marriages and is already
taking action in legislation before the Scottish Parliament to tackle this form of abuse.
The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill, introduced in the Scottish Parliament
on 26 June 2013, includes provision to require specified nationality evidence of the
intended parties to a marriage or civil partnership, including as a means of combating
sham marriages, and to increase the notice period from 14 days to 28 days, reflecting the
length of time it can take to check that a person is eligible to marry or enter into a civil
partnership in Scotland.

e The Home Office has already held some preliminary discussions with the Scottish
Government and the Northern Ireland Executive about how the new referral and
investigation scheme would work in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Those discussions
will continue in parallel with the Parliamentary passage of the Immigration Bill.

% http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/themelvital-events/general/ref-tables/2011/section-7-marriages-and-
civil-partnerships.html
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8. Proposed marriage and civil partnership preliminaries

The following section provides information on what the notice procedure for all marriages
following civil preliminaries and all civil partnerships would look like in England and Wales,
under the changes contained in the Immigration Bill.

a) Overview of notice process and changes to current
procedure

1. Both my partner and | are British Citizens/EEA nationals and we want a

civil or a non-Anglican religious marriage, or a civil partnership

Make appointment with local
register office to give notice.

Attend appointment, providing
required information and
documents.

Notice taken and displayed at
local register office for 28 day
notice period.

A superintendent registrar or
registration authority will issue
certificates or a schedule
allowing you to enter into a
marriage or civil partnership,
providing that there is no legal
impediment.




2. Both my partner and | are British Citizens/EEA nationals and we want
to marry in the Church of England or the Church in Wales

Make appointment with the
church minister to discuss
wedding arrangements.

Church minister will advise on
eligibility to marry at your
preferred location.

If you are eligible, the church
minister will identify which
ecclesiastical preliminary you
must follow.

For Banns or Common
Licence, you must provide
specified evidence of your

nationality.

Banns will continue to be read
in church.

The Church will issue the
appropriate authority for your
ceremony to proceed.




3. I and/or my partner are non-EEA nationals and we want a civil or a non-Anglican
religious marriage, or a civil partnership

Make appointment at a
designated register office to
give notice.

Attend appointment, providing
all required information and
documents.

designated register office for
28 day notice period.

If you are in scope of the
scheme, your information will
be passed to the Home
Office.**

If the Home Office decides to
investigate your case, the
notice period will be extended
to 70 days.

[ Notice taken and displayed at

— N )

[After the 28 day notice period

or, if you have complied with

the investigation, after the 70

day notice period where this
applies, a superintendent

registrar or registration

authority will issue certificates

or a schedule allowing you to
enter into a marriage/civil

partnership, providing that
&here is no legal impediment.

All non-EEA nationals and their partner will be
required to give notice together at a designated
register office, unless they are exempt from
immigration control.*

The list of required information and
documents will be available at gov.uk

Notice period extended from 15 days to 28
days.

Those subject to the scheme will also need to
provide a photograph, details of any previous names
used, evidence of their usual address and a UK
postal address (if they reside overseas).

Cases in which the Home Office has reasonable
grounds to suspect a sham and decides to
investigate this will be subject to a 70 day notice
period. Otherwise, the 28 day notice period applies.

Compliance with the Home Office
investigation is required to complete notice
where the 70 day period applies. Couples not
subject to investigation will be able to marry
after the 28 day notice period.

*See Appendix C, page 55 for details of who is exempt from immigration control.
** See Section 9, page 31 for details of who will be in scope of the referral scheme.
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4. | and/or my partner are non-EEA nationals and we want to marry in the
Church of England or the Church in Wales

Make appointment with the
church minister to discuss
wedding arrangements.

The church minister will advise
on eligibility to marry at your
preferred location.

If you are eligible, you will be
required to complete civil
preliminaries before you can
get married.

You must both present your
superintendent registrar’s
certificates to the church

minister, as evidence you have
completed civil preliminaries.

Your marriage may proceed
subject to the agreement of
the relevant church minister.




b) Changes to Anglican ecclesiastical preliminaries available to non-EEA nationals

We propose to remove access to Banns or the Common Licence process for couples where
one or both of the parties is a non-EEA national, and require them instead to complete civil
preliminaries before being able to marry in the Anglican Church. This will help to ensure that all
couples within the scope of the referral scheme are correctly identified (by registration officials)
and referred to the Home Office. After the civil preliminaries to the marriage have been
completed, such couples will be able to marry in the Anglican Church in the same way as
couples not within the scope of the scheme.

British Citizens and EEA nationals will have to provide specified evidence of their nationality in
order to marry by Banns or the Common Licence process.

c) Changes to information and documents reqguired when giving notice of marriage
following civil preliminaries or civil partnership

We propose to require additional information and documents from those giving notice in
England and Wales of marriage following civil preliminaries or civil partnership. The documents
which will be accepted, including as evidence of nationality and (for non-EEA nationals)
immigration status, will be specified in regulations. This is a change from the current position,
where a wide variety of documents can be used as evidence of identity and nationality when
giving notice. It will help to reduce sham marriages and civil partnerships involving false identity
or nationality. Our current thinking as to which documents will be acceptable is at Appendix E.

The requirements for information and evidence which we propose are:

1. All nationalities — including British Citizens, EEA nationals and Swiss nationals and non-
EEA nationals will need to state, and provide specified evidence of, their:
e Full name.

Date of birth.

Place of residence.

Nationality.

Ending of any previous marriage or civil partnership (where applicable).

All of these (except the last, which can be provided later but before the issue of the
certificates/Schedule) will have to be provided before the person will be able to give notice.

A person unable to provide specified evidence of their nationality will need to contact the Home
Office, including HM Passport Office (if they are a British Citizen), or the relevant Embassy or
High Commission, to obtain this evidence before they can give notice. A person who is unwilling
to contact their Embassy or High Commission, e.g. owing to protection issues, should contact
the Home Office for advice.

2. All non-EEA nationals will also be required to provide:
e Details of any previous names, and previous or current aliases, used by them or their
partner.
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3. Non-EEA nationals with settled status,?® an EU law right of permanent residence or a
valid visa for the purposes of the proposed marriage or civil partnership, or a person
exempt from immigration control

Non-EEA nationals who have settled status, an EU law right of permanent residence in the UK,
or a valid marriage or civil partnership visa, will not be subject to the referral and investigation
scheme (unless their partner is subject to this requirement), but will be required to give notice
together with their partner at a designated register office. Individuals who are exempt from
immigration control,>® will not be subject to the referral and investigation scheme, and will not be
required to give notice at a designated register office (unless their partner is subject to either
requirement).

In addition to the requirements listed at 1 and 2 above, all such non-EEA nationals will need to
state and give details of their immigration status in order to give notice. Those with a valid
marriage or civil partnership visa will also need to provide specified photographs of both parties
in order to give notice.

In addition to the requirements listed at 1 and 2 above, all such non-EEA nationals will need to
present specified evidence of their immigration status, to show that they are out of scope of the
referral and investigation scheme. If they do not, notice can be taken (if the additional
information and evidence required at 4 below is provided), but they will be referred to the Home
Office under the scheme.

Our current thinking is that non-EEA nationals who say they have:

e Settled status in the UK will need to provide a valid passport and either:

o A valid vignette endorsed “Indefinite Leave to Enter/Remain” (contained within
the passport; a “stamp” in the passport will not be sufficient and will lead to
referral to the Home Office under the scheme); or

o A separate Biometric Residence Permit endorsed “Indefinite Leave to
Enter/Remain”.

e An EU law right of permanent residence in the UK will need to provide a valid
passport and an EEA Permanent Residence Card.

e A valid visa for the purpose of the proposed marriage or civil partnership will need to
provide:
o A valid passport containing that valid visa or other authorisation for the
proposed marriage or civil partnership.

e Exemption from immigration control will need to provide a valid passport and:
o A Right of Abode/Certificate of Entitlement endorsement contained within the
passport; or
o A valid vignette endorsed with their exempt status; or
o Other specified evidence of that status (as will be set out in regulations).

8/ person settled in the UK is defined in section 33(2A) of the Immigration Act 1971 as being “ordinarily resident
there without being subject under the immigration laws to any restriction on the period for which he may remain”.
This will mean that they have Indefinite Leave to Enter or Remain in the UK (ILE or ILR) under the Immigration
Rules.

29 pppendix C, page 565.

29



4. Other non-EEA nationals

Other non-EEA nationals — who have any other form of visa, limited leave to enter or remain in
the UK or an EU law right of temporary residence in the UK, or who have no immigration status
in the UK — will be required to give notice together with their partner at a designated register
office and will be subject to the referral and investigation scheme.

In addition to the requirements listed at 1 and 2 above, all such non-EEA nationals will be
required to state that they do not have one of the forms of immigration status listed at 3 above in
order to give notice. They may provide information and evidence about any immigration status
they do have and, if they do, the details of this will be recorded by the registration official. If they
do not, they will still be able to give notice, provided that other requirements are met.
In addition, they will be required to provide the following in order to give notice:

e Specified photographs of both parties.

e Their usual address and specified evidence of this. If this usual address is outside the
UK, they will also have to provide a UK postal address.

e Their partner’s usual address and specified evidence of this. If this usual address is
outside the UK, they will also have to provide a UK postal address.
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9. Referral and investigation scheme

The following section provides information on those couples who will be in scope of the referral
and investigation scheme contained in the Immigration Bill.

a) Couples in scope of the scheme

All proposed marriages following civil preliminaries and all civil partnerships in England and
Wales involving at least one party who is a non-EEA national without settled status or an EU
law right of permanent residence in the UK, a marriage or civil partnership visa (for the
proposed marriage or civil partnership) or exemption from immigration control, will be referred to
the Home Office under the scheme.

This means that the scheme will apply to those couples where one or both parties could gain an
immigration advantage from the marriage or civil partnership. It will therefore not apply to
couples where both parties can provide specified evidence that they are British Citizens, EEA
nationals, or non-EEA nationals with settled or permanent resident status in the UK or
exemption from immigration control.

Holders of marriage or civil partnership visas will also not be subject to the referral scheme, as
their application for such a visa will have been assessed by the Home Office prior to issue.

Those exempt from immigration control, e.g. with a Right of Abode in the UK, will be defined in
regulations, together with the specified evidence of their exempt status which they must provide
when giving notice. They will not be in scope of the scheme or required to give notice at a
designated register office, unless their partner is subject to either requirement. More information
on our current thinking as to who will be exempt from immigration control for the purposes of the
scheme is at Appendix C.

The table below summarises who will be in and out of scope of the referral and investigation
scheme.
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Table 5: Summary of those in scope of the referral and investigation scheme

Status of each

partner

Partner 2

Partner 1

British
Citizen
EEA/Swiss
national

Non-EEA
exempt
from
immigration
control*
Non-EEA
with settled
status/
permanent
residence
Non-EEA
with valid
visa for
marriage/
civil
partnership
Other non-
EEA

British
Citizen

EEA/
Swiss
national

Non-EEA
exempt from
immigration
control*

Non-EEA with
settled status/

permanent
residence

Other
non-EEA

Non-EEA with
valid visa for
marriage/civil
partnership

* See Appendix C.

b) Where to give notice

For marriage following civil preliminaries or civil partnership, all non-EEA nationals, except
those exempt from immigration control and able to provide specified evidence of this status, will
have to give notice in person, together with their partner, at any designated register office
(DRO) in England and Wales.

This will include those non-EEA nationals intending to marry in the Church of England or the
Church in Wales, who should first speak to the minister at the church where they intend to get

married to check whether they are eligible to get married there.

Non-EEA nationals exempt from immigration control and able to provide specified evidence of
this status will be required, as now, to give notice at their local register office, in the same way
as British Citizens and EEA nationals, unless their partner is subject to the DRO requirement.

c) Giving notice

All persons giving notice of marriage following civil preliminaries or civil partnership, whatever
their nationality or immigration status, will have to state, and provide specified evidence of, their
name, date of birth, place of residence, nationality and, if they have previously been married or
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in a civil partnership, evidence of the ending of that marriage or civil partnership. They will also
have to state their occupation and the intended venue for the marriage or civil partnership.

Where one (or both) of the couple is a non-EEA national out of scope of the referral and
investigation scheme, they will be required to provide specified evidence of their immigration
status when giving notice, as described in Section 8, otherwise they will be considered in scope.

Where one (or both) of the couple is a non-EEA national in scope of the referral and
investigation scheme, both parties will be required to provide some additional information and
specified evidence in order to give notice, as described in Section 8.

d) Referral

Where one (or both) of the couple is a non-EEA national in scope of the scheme, registration
officials will be required to refer the proposed marriage or civil partnership to the Home Office.
They will have no discretion as to whether to refer a proposed marriage or civil partnership
where the couple are in scope of the scheme.

In making a referral to the Home Office under the scheme, registration officials will be required
to provide specified information and evidence (or a copy of it) which the couple have provided.
They will also be required, as now, to report to the Home Office any reasonable grounds for
suspicion that the proposed marriage or civil partnership is a sham.

Registration officials will be required to inform a couple in scope of the scheme that their
proposed marriage or civil partnership has to be referred to the Home Office, what the
consequences of this may be, and how the couple must notify the Home Office of any change in
address. However, they will have no control over whether the Home Office decides to extend
the notice period from 28 days to 70 days in order to investigate whether a proposed marriage
or civil partnership referred under the scheme is a sham.
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10. Decision whether to investigate

This section provides information on our current thinking as to how the Home Office may initially
assess proposed marriages and civil partnerships referred to it under the scheme. This process
will enable identification of cases where the Secretary of State has reasonable grounds to
suspect that the proposed marriage or civil partnership is a sham and inform the Secretary of
State’s decision whether to investigate the case. Information on the approach taken to
identifying cases for investigation will be published, as far as operationally feasible.

Overview

Where a proposed marriage or civil partnership is referred under the scheme, the Home Office
will:

e Check relevant details against immigration and other records to establish or confirm
relevant information about identity and immigration status; and

e Assess the referral against intelligence/evidence-based risk profiles and factors to
identify whether the case is a high risk of being a sham. This will also take into account
any section 24/24A report from the registration official of any reasonable grounds to
suspect a sham.

This process will help to identify cases where there are reasonable grounds to suspect a sham
and inform a decision whether to extend the notice period from 28 days to 70 days to enable the
proposed marriage or civil partnership to be investigated.

This process may be partly automated, in order to help deal with the volume of cases which
may be referred. (Around 35,000 marriages and civil partnerships a year are estimated to
involve a non-EEA national,* though some of these will be out of scope of the referral and
investigation scheme). However, it will not be a wholly automated process. We recognise, for
example, that section 24/24A reports will need to be individually assessed to check that they
contain credible and relevant information. It may also be necessary for individual case records
to be examined, to ensure their relevance to a decision whether to investigate a proposed
marriage or civil partnership under the scheme.

Where any automated process — which, as described above, may also include an individual
assessment of some of the information relating to the referral — identifies a case where there
may be reasonable grounds to suspect a sham, the case will then be manually reviewed. This
assurance check will also consider any exceptional factors in the case. Only once this manual
review has been completed and it is confirmed that there are reasonable grounds for the
Secretary of State to suspect that the proposed marriage or civil partnership is sham, will a
decision be taken to extend the notice period to 70 days and investigate the genuineness of the
couple’s relationship.

Record checks

Home Office records of immigration applications and other information may be relevant to
identifying suspected sham cases. For example, we will check whether a visa held by a non-
EEA national remains valid. We may check whether a non-EEA national referred under the
scheme has any legal basis to be in the UK. We may also look at whether the individual's

%0 Appendix A, page 44.
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immigration history means they are, on the basis of our objective analysis of sham cases, a
potentially higher risk of entering into a sham marriage or civil partnership.

Assessment against intelligence/evidence-based risk profiles and factors

The referral will also be assessed against intelligence/evidence-based risk profiles and factors
to identify whether it is at high risk of being a sham marriage or civil partnership, e.g. that one or
both parties:

e |s of a nationality at high risk of involvement in a sham, on the basis of objective
information and intelligence about sham cases.

e Holds a visa in a category linked by objective information and intelligence to sham
cases.

e Has no immigration status or holds leave which is due to expire shortly.
e Has had an application to remain in the UK refused.
e Has previously sponsored another spouse or partner to enter or remain in the UK.

e Is or has been the subject of a credible section 24/24A report, which explains for
example how the couple could not communicate in a common language and did not
know basic information about each other.

The profiles and factors will be based on intelligence and evidence, will be kept under review
and can be expected to evolve over time in line with the latest intelligence/evidence-based risk
assessment. They will be drawn initially from recent section 24/24A reports, recent sham-based
enforcement and prosecution cases and recent applications refused on the basis that the
relationship is not genuine.

Equality Act 2010

Consideration will be given, in light of the detail of the processes to be put in place, as to
whether a Ministerial authorisation under Schedule 3, Part 4, paragraph 17(4)(a) of the Equality
Act 2010 is necessary to ensure that any nationality-based risk profiling used as part of the
process for identifying suspected sham cases for investigation under the scheme is properly
authorised. That consideration will learn from the operation of the procedures for border control
and enforcement in place under the Equality (Transit Visa, Entry Clearance, Leave to Enter,
Examination of Passengers and Removal Directions) Authorisation 2011, made under that
provision of the 2010 Act.

The 2011 authorisation permits greater scrutiny of particular nationalities in the entry clearance
process, at the border or when prioritising individuals subject to removal directions. The
authorisation applies where there is sufficient statistical evidence and/or specific intelligence or
information to justify a difference in treatment on the basis of a person’s nationality. **

For example, the authorisation for nationality-based discrimination in the scrutiny of applications
for transit visas and entry clearance is applied where the following conditions are met:

“(a) there is statistical evidence showing that in at least one of the preceding three
months, the total number of UK visa refusals, adverse decisions or breaches of the

3www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/IDIs/idischapterl/section11/annexee81?view=Bi
nary
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immigration laws and/or the Immigration Rules by persons of that nationality exceeds
150 in total and 50 for every 1,000 admitted persons of that nationality; or

(b) there is specific intelligence or information which has been received and processed in
accordance with the [relevant] Code of Practice for the recording and dissemination of
intelligence material and which suggests that a significant number of persons of that
nationality have breached or will attempt to breach the immigration laws and/or the
Immigration Rules; or

(c) there is statistical evidence showing an emerging trend of UK visa refusals, adverse
decisions or breaches of the immigration laws and/or the Immigration Rules by persons
of that nationality that exceeds the criteria expressed in paragraph (a) within a timeframe
shorter than a single month.”

Where the Home Office decides not to investigate

Where the Home Office decides not to investigate a proposed marriage or civil partnership
referred to it under the scheme:

e The Home Office will notify both parties by post at the UK address(es) provided when
giving notice (subject to any change the couple have since notified to the Home
Office). The notification will include confirmation that the couple will be subject to a 28
day notice period.

e The Home Office will also notify the relevant superintendent registrar or registration
authority/authorities for the proposed marriage or civil partnership. This will mean
that, if other requirements are met, they will then be able to issue their
certificates/Schedule after the 28-day notice period has been completed.

If the couple are intending to marry in the Church of England or the Church in Wales, they will
need to present the superintendent registrar’s certificates to the minister to evidence that they
have completed the notice process under civil preliminaries and can get married.

Where the Home Office decides not to investigate a proposed marriage or civil partnership

referred to it under the scheme, it may use any information or evidence relating to the referral in
considering any subsequent immigration application based on the marriage or civil partnership.
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11. Investigation

This section provides information on our current thinking as to the processes and actions that
will follow a decision to investigate a proposed marriage or civil partnership referred under the
scheme.

Decision to investigate

Where the Home Office considers that there are reasonable grounds to suspect that a proposed
marriage or civil partnership referred under the scheme is a sham and decides to investigate the
genuineness of the couple’s relationship:

e The Home Office will notify both parties by post at the UK address(es) provided in
giving notice (subject to any change the couple have since notified to the Home
Office). The notification will include confirmation that the couple will be subject to a 70
day notice period and the date on which this period will end.

e The Home Office will also notify the superintendent registrar that referred the
proposed marriage and the relevant registration authority/authorities for the civil
partnership. This will mean that they will not be able to issue their
certificates/Schedule until they have been further notified by the Home Office that the
couple have complied with the investigation and until the 70-day notice period has
expired.

e Subject to regulations made under the scheme, the notification will set out
requirements with which the couple must comply in relation to the investigation, e.g.
to provide further documentary evidence relating to their relationship and/or to contact
the Home Office to arrange an interview or home visit.

e The natification will include a contact point at the Home Office for any queries the
couple may have. They will be reminded that they must notify the Home Office of any
change in their address during the 70-day notice period and of how they must do this.

e The notification will set out the consequences of failing to comply with the
investigation, e.g. not attending an interview or not providing required information or
evidence.

Complying with the investigation

A couple subject to an investigation under the scheme will be required to comply with it in order
to complete the notice process.

If the couple comply with the investigation, they, and the relevant superintendent registrar or
registration authority/authorities, will be so notified by the Home Office before the end of the 70-
day notice period. Once that period has been completed, the superintendent registrar or
registration authority will be able to issue the couple with the certificates/Schedule and they will
then be able to marry or enter into a civil partnership.

If one or both of the couple fail unreasonably to comply with the investigation, e.g. by failing to
attend an interview or provide relevant information or documents, they will have failed to
complete the marriage or civil partnership notice process. They and the relevant superintendent
registrar or registration authority/authorities will be so notified by the Home Office before the
end of the 70-day notice period, together with the reasons for this decision. Once that period
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has been completed, the superintendent registrar or registration authority will not be able to
issue the couple with the certificates/Schedule and they will not then be able to marry or enter
into a civil partnership. They will have to give notice again if they still wish to marry or enter into
a civil partnership.

Non-compliance

Our current thinking is that non-compliance will be limited to circumstances — to be set out in
regulations made under the scheme — in which, following a written request from the Home
Office (or a written, electronic or telephone reminder of such a request), one or both of the
couple:

e Fail to submit relevant information and/or evidence, specified in the request, to the
Home Office by a date specified in the request.

¢ Fail to contact the Home Office by a date specified in the request to arrange an
interview or home visit, to take place by a date specified in the request.

¢ Fail to attend an arranged or rearranged interview, or to facilitate and attend an
arranged or rearranged home visit, without reasonable prior notice. And/or

¢ Fail to notify the Home Office of a change of address during the 70-day notice period.
Our current thinking is that non-compliance will not be established where:

e There are compelling or compassionate reasons why it would be unduly harsh for the
couple not to be issued with the certificates/a Schedule to enable them to marry or
enter into a civil partnership. We will publish clear guidance on this.

e There are reasons beyond the couple’s control which prevented them from
complying, e.g. a postal or transport strike. Or

e There has been administrative failure by the Home Office or another government
department.

Other considerations we have in mind in relation to non-compliance are that:
e Non-compliance can involve one party or both.

e Aninterview or home visit may only be rearranged once, unless any of the reasons in
the last paragraph apply, to prevent a couple frustrating the process by rescheduling
appointments unnecessarily.

A couple must not be able to frustrate the process by withholding compliance until near the end
of the 70-day notice period. We will consider whether it is necessary to stipulate in regulations
made under the scheme a standard cut-off date by which a couple will need to have complied
fully with the investigation process. The couple would be advised of this cut-of date in the
information provided to them about the scheme. This would allow enough time for a decision
about compliance to be made and for notification to be received by the superintendent registrar
or registration authority/authorities, and the couple, by Day 70 at the latest, as to whether the
certificates/a Schedule can be issued.
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Action following an investigation

Provided that the couple have complied with the investigation, they will be able to proceed with
the marriage or civil partnership regardless of any conclusions reached by the Home Office
about the genuineness of their relationship. Before the end of the 70-day notice period, the
Home Office will notify the couple and the relevant superintendent registrar or registration
authority that, on the expiry of the 70-day notice period, the superintendent registrar or
registration authority can issue their certificates/Schedule, if other requirements are met. This
will mean that the couple can then proceed with their marriage or civil partnership.

If, following an investigation, the Home Office is satisfied on the balance of probabilities that the
proposed marriage or civil partnership is a sham, it may take the following action:

Enforcement action against any non-EEA national involved (curtailment of any extant
leave; removal of any overstayer or illegal entrant). The enforcement decision, which
may be made and served during or after the 70-day notice period, will set out the
reasons and evidence why the Home Office is satisfied that the marriage or civil
partnership is a sham. The enforcement decision will be subject to any appeal.

Refusal of any subsequent immigration application based on a sham marriage or civil
partnership, although a fresh assessment of the genuineness of the couple’s
relationship will be made at that stage. Subject to that, the refusal decision will set out
the reasons and evidence why the Home Office is satisfied that the marriage or civil
partnership is a sham. The refusal decision will be subject to any appeal.

Prosecution action (in consultation with the Crown Prosecution Service) against
individuals complicit in the sham for any criminal offence, such as perjury or
facilitating illegal immigration, including any British Citizen, EEA national or non-EEA
national involved as a facilitator or other third party.
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12. Example scenarios

This section provides example scenarios of couples giving notice of marriage or civil partnership
in England and Wales under the changes contained in the Immigration Bill:

A and B

A is a British Citizen who lives in Cornwall. B is a British Citizen who lives in London. They would like
their civil partnership ceremony at a stately home which is an approved venue for such ceremonies.

They will each need to go to their local register office to give notice. They will each have to provide
specified evidence of their name, date of birth, place of residence and nationality in order to give notice.
They will also have to provide proof of the ending of any previous civil partnership or marriage where
applicable.

Once they have both given notice, they will be subject to a 28 day notice period. Once this has been
completed, A and B will be issued with a Schedule, provided that there is no legal impediment to this.
They will then be able to enter into a civil partnership.

Cand D

C and D are both British Citizens who live in Essex. They would like to get married in their local register
office.

They will need to go to their local register office to give notice. They will each have to provide specified
evidence of their name, date of birth, place of residence and nationality in order to give notice. C has
been married before and will have to provide specified evidence of his divorce before the marriage can
take place.

Once they have given notice, they will be subject to a 28 day notice period. Once this has been
completed, C and D will be issued with superintendent registrar’s certificates, provided that there is no
legal impediment to this. They will then be able to get married.

E and F

E is a British Citizen and F is a French national. E lives in Surrey and F is a student in London. They
would like to get married at the mosque where they both worship, which is registered for the
solemnisation of marriages according to the rites of the Muslim religion.

They will each need to go to their local register office to give notice. They will each have to provide
specified evidence of their name, date of birth, place of residence and nationality in order to give notice.
They will also have to provide proof of the ending of any previous marriage or civil partnership where
applicable.

Once they have both given notice, they will be subject to a 28 day notice period. Once this has been
completed, E and F will be issued with superintendent registrar’s certificates, provided that there is no
legal impediment to this. They will then be able to get married.

GandH
G is a British Citizen and H is a Japanese national with settled status (Indefinite Leave to Remain) in the

UK. They live in Cardiff. They would like an Anglican marriage in the church, outside the parish in which
they live, in which H was baptised.
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Having confirmed with the minister for that church that they are eligible to get married there, G and H will
have to give notice at a designated register office. They will each have to provide specified evidence of
their name, date of birth, place of residence and nationality in order to give notice, and H will have to
provide specified evidence of her immigration status to show that she is exempt from the referral
scheme. They will also have to provide proof of the ending of any previous marriage or civil partnership
where applicable, and H will have to provide any aliases or previous names used.

Once they have both given notice, they will be subject to a 28 day notice period. Once this has been
completed, G and H will be issued with superintendent registrar’s certificates, provided that there is no
legal impediment to this. They will present the certificates to the minister for the church where they wish
to marry as evidence that they have completed civil preliminaries which apply in their case.

land J

| and J are British Citizens and live in Derbyshire. They would like an Anglican marriage in their local
parish church.

They should contact the minister and will need to show the minister their British passports as evidence of
their nationality. If other relevant requirements are met, they will be able to follow the Banns process.
Provided there is no legal impediment to their marriage, this will be able to take place once the
Certificate of Banns has been issued.

Kand L

K and L are US nationals. K has lived in London for six years and has settled status in the UK (Indefinite
Leave to Remain). L lives in California. They would like to get married in an Anglican ceremony in a
church in K’s grandmother’s home village in Staffordshire. Once they are married, K plans to leave the
UK and return to the US with L.

K will need to contact the minister for the parish church in question, to check whether the couple are
eligible to marry there. If they are, L will need to apply in the US for a UK visa as a visitor for marriage
and meet the requirements for this to be issued, before travelling to the UK.

Once L has arrived in the UK, they will need to attend a designated register office together and provide
specified evidence of their name, date of birth, place of residence (L will need to wait until she has
resided in a UK registration district for 7 days before they give notice), nationality and immigration status,
plus photographs of themselves, in order to give notice. They will also have to provide proof of the
ending of any previous marriage or civil partnership where applicable, and details of any aliases or
previous hames used.

As neither is in scope of the scheme, K and L will be subject to a 28 day notice period. Once this has
been completed, they will be issued with superintendent registrar’s certificates, provided that there is no
legal impediment to this. They will present the certificates to the minister for the church where they wish
to marry as evidence that they have completed civil preliminaries which apply in their case.

M and N

M and N are both Australian nationals who have been living in Manchester for nearly two years. M holds
a student visa and N a work permit, both of which will remain valid for more than a year. They would like
to get married at a hotel which is an approved venue for civil marriage.

In order to give notice M and N will need to attend a designated register office together and provide
specified evidence of their name, date of birth, place of residence and nationality, plus photographs of
themselves and other information and evidence about their usual address (if different from their place of
residence) and information about any aliases or previous names used. They will also have to provide
proof of the ending of any previous marriage or civil partnership where applicable. They volunteer details
of their immigration status, which the superintendent registrar records.
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M and N are in scope of the scheme and so the superintendent registrar refers the proposed marriage to
the Home Office. They will be subject to a 28 day notice period, which will be extended to 70 days
should the Home Office consider that there are reasonable grounds to suspect their proposed marriage
is a sham and decide to investigate the case.

After assessing the referral, the Home Office decides not to investigate the case. It informs M and N, and
the superintendent registrar, accordingly.

Once the 28 day notice period has been completed, M and N will be issued with superintendent
registrar’s certificates, provided that there is no legal impediment to this. They will then be able to get
married.

Oand P

O is a British Citizen and P is a Mexican national. O lives in Brighton and P lives in Liverpool. P has been
studying in the UK for almost three years and holds a student visa which expires in three months. They
would like to get married in O’s local parish church.

They will need to contact the minister for the church in question, to confirm that they are eligible to marry
there. Then, as P is a non-EEA national, they will not have access to Banns or the Common Licence
process, but will instead have to complete civil preliminaries.

In order to give notice O and P will need to attend a designated register office together and provide
specified evidence of their name, date of birth, place of residence and nationality, plus photographs of
themselves and other information and evidence about P’s usual address (if different from his place of
residence) and information about any aliases he has or previous names he has used. In order for them
to give notice, P has to state that he does not have the immigration status which would exempt them
from the scheme. They will also have to provide proof of the ending of any previous marriage or civil
partnership if applicable.

O and P are in scope of the scheme and so the superintendent registrar refers the proposed marriage to
the Home Office. They will be subject to a 28 day notice period, which will be extended to 70 days
should the Home Office consider that there are reasonable grounds to suspect their proposed marriage
is a sham and decide to investigate the case.
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Appendix A

Sham marriage and civil partnership — evidence and analysis

This Appendix provides background information and evidence relating to the estimated scale of
sham marriages and civil partnerships in the UK. It also shows the impact of current measures
to tackle sham, as we