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Review of the Public Sector Equality Duty
The National Federation is a Company Limited by Guarantee, Company No: 6983027, Commission Registered Charity No: 1136730. Our network groups have an extensive knowledge, groups work locally, regionally and nationally.
The Aims of the Federation are:
1. To promote social inclusion for the public benefit by working with Gypsy and Traveller groups who are socially excluded and to relieve the needs of such people to assist them to integrate into society, in particular by:-

Providing a network group that encourages and enables members of the Gypsy and Traveller community to participate more effectively with the wider community.

Increasing, or co-ordinating, opportunities for members of the Gypsy and Traveller community to engage with service providers, to enable those providers to adapt services to better meet the needs of that community.

2. To educate the public, for the benefit of the public, in the culture, life and traditions of the Gypsy and Traveller community.

The Federation aims to share good practice and encourages groups to work together.

NFGLG are concerned that, as we are an organisation with membership in all the regions including Scotland and Wales, that we have not been notified of any review consultation meetings. We have Scots Gypsy Travellers, English Romany Gypsy and Irish Traveller representation. We also work with the Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain.
It is important that Local Authorities have regard to good race relations and that means understanding the communities that they serve, this includes inter- ethnic conflict and issues around traditional sites. This can only be resolved by working with grassroots organisations that have sprung from the community.
.

We think that there are three important points to be made 

· That race as an equality does not fall from the PSED agenda, this is an extremely important aspect for Romany Gypsy, Scots Gypsy and Irish Travellers who are recognised as ethnic groups within English law and also the Roma.
· That for the Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities, a Roma strategy be created for the UK to ensure that the equality duty is met in a constructive and proactive way.

· That rhetoric on policy needs to be interpreted by examples of good practice for example: 
Chesterfield Borough Council changed their homelessness application form to have an ethnic box, either Romany Gypsy or Irish Traveller and also contains the choice box caravan as choice of dwelling.
· That smaller service contracts be granted for community groups to take up aspects of  the tendering process, many of these community groups are better suited to the work, not just Gypsy or other BME  groups but disability groups and mental health charities. There is a wealth of knowledge that is often not tapped into.

We hope that a representative from this organisation and or representation from the network groups may be involved in the review process it is important that the traditional Gypsy /Traveller voice is heard.
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