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FINAL DOCUMENT OF THE MEETING OF GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTATIVES ON THE EXTENSION OF THE DECLARATION ON
THE ARIANE LAUNCHER PRODUCTION PHASE UNTIL 2008
(DRAWN UP ON 5 DECEMBER 2005)

The governments of the Republic of Austria, the Kingdom of Belgium, the
Kingdom of Denmark, the Republic of Finland, the French Republic, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Ireland, the Italian Republic, the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the Portuguese Republic, the Kingdom of
Spain, the Kingdom of Sweden, the Swiss Confederation, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
parties to the Declaration by certain European governments on the Ariane launcher
production phase1 which entered into force on 14 April 1980 and was renewed on
21 May 1992 and 20 December 20012 (hereafter referred to as the Ariane
Production Declaration"), and
Member States of the European Space Agency (“the Agency")
I.
REAFFIRM their resolve to ensure continuity of the scheme set up, for the
production, marketing and launch of the Ariane launchers on the basis of the
production master files stemming from the Agency's development programmes,
and their support for continuation by the Arianespace company of the production
and commercialisation activities for the Ariane launchers.
II. AGREE, pursuant to the terms of section IV.2. a) and c) of the Ariane
Production Declaration to extend the latter, as from 1st January 2007 until the end
of 2008. If need be, its provisions shall remain in force beyond that date in order to
allow, where appropriate, for the execution of launch contracts concluded up to the
end of 2008,
III. NOTE the provisions of the Resolution on the restructuring of the Ariane
launcher sector adopted by Council meeting at ministerial level on 27 May 2003
and the Resolution on the Agency's mandate for the current Ariane launcher
production phase and the evolution towards an overall coherent strategy in the
European launcher sector adopted by Council on 4 February 2004.
IV. INVITE the Council of the Agency to authorise the Director General of the
Agency to continue to exercise the duties of depositary of the extended Ariane
Production Declaration, together with those described in section IV.2 thereof.
V. INVITE the Governments of the Member States of the Agency that are
parties to the Declaration to convey as soon as possible to the Director General of
the Agency notification of their acceptance in writing of the extension of the
Ariane Production Declaration;
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VI. INVITE the respective Governments of the Republic of Greece and of the
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg to notify the Director General of the Agency of their
accession to the extended Declaration within three months of the date on which it
takes effect, in accordance with the provisions of section IV.2 thereof;
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